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THE OEEC REPORT on a free trade 
area for Europe is now available. p.273 


SOME of the opportunities open for 
architects in Commonwealth countries 
were referred to by the President 
RIBA in the address to students. p. 275 


FEARS OF A SLUMP in the building 
industry were probably exaggerated, 
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NFBTE. p. 277 
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THE THERMAL INSULATION 
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tion against heat loss compulsory for 
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ment. p. 284 


THE SCOTTISH SPECIAL HOUSING 
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search into multi-storey no-fines flats 


with a mobile laboratory. p. 293 
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housing progress report. p. 279 
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THE RED LIGHT 


i, etree 15 months ago we drew attention in a leading article. ‘The Amber 
i Light,” to the need for the Government to exercise watchfulness on the 
effect on building of the credit squeeze. We pointed out that while the effects 
of credit restriction on building would be slow to show, the process of picking 
up speed again after the slowing-down process would be even more tardy. 
Previous history, especially after 1931, proves this. 


The situation envisaged at the end of 1955 is now becoming fact. In speeches 
made within the last fortnight both Mr. Hannen, then National President, and 
Mr. Lovell, the Southern Counties President, have referred to definite signs of 
slackness in the industry and, in some areas, to actual unemployment. The 
industry would not plead for special exemption from personal hardship. but 
the Government should not fail to note that building, being a trade almost 
exclusively dependent on the home market. is unable to find alternative means 
of maintaining itself. and that if men are put off they tend to drift into other 
forms of employment and so are lost to building. Mr. Brooke’s comment 
last week that the 1956 housing programme shows that the industry has been 
unduly apprehensive of the effect of the squeeze, will not we think find much 
support. Housing is only one facet of the industry’s work and it will take 
more than this and the slum clearance programme to occupy the machinery 
which, in response to national demand, has been built up by the industry 
since the war. 


In our view, the amber light is about to turn to red, and our advice to Govern- 
ment is that it should consider with care the effect which a disorganised building 
industry could have on the national economy. 


THE ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


R. KENNETH CROSS’S brief but admirable address to students on 
Tuesday evening (reported on page 275) had three principal themes— 
the revolution that has taken place in architectural education, the state of the 
industry, and, by implication, the outlook for architects at home and abroad. 
As to the first, there is no doubt about the benefits that have accompanied 
systematic school training. especially in design, though in the change over 
from the pupilage system we seem to have lost something of the practical 
virtues of the latter. 


The President agreed that there was some truth in the criticism that school- 
trained men, though good at sketch plans, are sometimes ignorant of office 
procedure and weak on working drawings. construction, materials and specifica- 
tion writing. Of course, no amount of school training can take the place of 
practical experience, and the President stressed the importance which is now 
placed on post-graduate work: nevertheless. some of the schools could probably 
do more than they do at present to prepare students for practice, especially 
in the sphere of construction. The architect is not expected to be an engineer, 
but engineering structure is becoming more and more identified with archi- 
tecture. It is a vital factor in cost, and the more the architect knows of structural 
techniques and their economic uses the stronger will be his claim to lead the 
building team. 


Though making no prophecies. Mr. Cross appeared to be reasonably 
optimistic about the future for building and the architectural profession. 
Nevertheless. any young architect who thinks otherwise. or has a taste for 
adventure overseas, can seek and we believe find, good opportunities in the 
Commonwealth and Empire. On that point the President will no doubt have 
something definite to tell us on his return from the tour of Australasia. New 
Zealand and USA on which, with the Secretary, he sets out next month. 
A prosperous voyage! 
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Jotes of the Week: 


Housing in the Commonwealth 

TOT the least of the services which the 
~* Colonial Office renders to the 
countries under its charge is advice on 
building and housing problems. That 
Department, and the under-developed 
territories under its administration, have 
especial cause to thank their Liaison 
Otlicer, Mr. George A. Atkinson, 
ARIBA, whose unremitting enthusiasm 
and work to plant the results of research 
on constructional methods in every 
Commonwealth country that asks for 
assistance has-done as much as any other 
single factor to develop and unify the 
British Commonwealth. 

Probably the most travelled man in 
Great Britain, Mr. Atkinson has an un- 
rivalled knowledge of building methods 
and problems in these countries, and the 
lecture which he is to give under the 
auspices of the Royal Society of Arts in 
the Adelphi on Tuesday, February 12, 
should be of the greatest interest both to 
those who wish to be informed in general 
terms on the work of the Colonial Office 
abroad and to architects, builders and 
materials suppliers who look upon the 
Commonwealth rather than the United 
Kingdom as their parish. Sir Hilton 
Poynton, KCMG, Joint Deputy Under- 
Secretary, Colonial Office, will take the 
chair at 5.15 p.m. 


RIBA Dinner 


THE RIBA DINNER provides an ideal 
opportunity, which many architects take, 
of returning hospitality to members of 
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WALWORTH.—A view of a model of the building intende 
to replace the war-wrecked church in Lorrimore-square. Plans, by Woodroffe. Buchanan 
and Coulter, FF.RIBA, have been approved, and building will begin in the autumn 


other branches of the building industry. 
This year’s dinner, arranged for Wednes- 
day, February 27, at the Dorchester 
Hotel, will be under the Presidency of 
Mr. Kenneth Cross who, with the Secre- 
tary, leaves shortly afterwards on_ his 





NEW P & O LINER.—Shown above is a view of the model of the new luxury 
liner planned by the P & O Steam Navigation Company, to be built by 1960 by 
Harland & Wolff, Ltd. It will cut 7 days off the present 4-week voyage to Sydney. 
The design hinges on machinery placed aft, and the form of the funnels is revolu- 
tionary. There will be 13 decks, and length overall will be 814 ft. A total comple- 


ment of 3,210 passengers and crew will be carried. 
Interior decoration of the public rooms will be by a team headed by 


27.5 knots. 


Service speed will be 


Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, in association with McInnes, Gardner & Partners 


tour of the allied societies in Malay, 
and Australasia. Separate tables for § 
10 or 12 persons can be provided fo 
members and their guests, if desired, and 
application should be made (enclosing 
remittance for places at 35s. each) by 
February 12 to the Secretary, RIBA. 
AA Photographic Exhibition 

THE ANNUAL EXHIBITION Of AA mem 
bers’ photographs is now hanging 
Bedford-square; it comes down | 
February 22. The first two impiession 
are good; the average standard of print 
ing is excellent and there are no funny 
or surrealist, pictures. A great many \ 
them could be classified as foreign snaps 
enlarged, of course. It would appear tha! 
any sharp photograph can_ be great 
enlarged and then trimmed to make 
‘composition.. And if the subject 
sufficiently whimsy, preferably Italian 
then composition need come little into t 
There is the example where the ler 
ground forms a frame to the nominated 
subject but the frame is sharp, the sud 
ject out of focus! It seems that the arch 
tect is, as a photographer, never happe 
than when capturing texture: the subjec! 
rarely holds the main interest. This 
most clearly shown in those submitted 5 
the three Westwoods. Rope, shel! 
squid’s eye—all interpreted, compost’ 
and just a little bit self-conscious. The 
there is Colin Westwood’s * Bee on 
Marigold,’ and there is life, excitemer 
and even wonder. It is, on the whole. 
mannered display; even the limitations ‘ 
depth of mounting have not complete’ 
eliminated the occasional * queer’ ["0! 
the set, although numbers seem (0 ° 
down from previous years. Other pictul® 
to note: ‘ Ailefroide * by Colin Penn; vt 
Pancras’ by John Stillman; and ‘Suns 
on Lake Como’ by Edward D. Mills. 
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nd ‘ Suns sq. ft. comprising the main production area, offices, and ancillaries. 


). Mills. 











260 


Particular emphasis was placed on the following: 

1. Clear cut co-ordination of individual space require- 

ments and simple flow of production. 

Minimum obstruction from columns in_ the 

production area. 

3. A high level of daylighting over the production 
area. 

4. Flexibility to move and connect electric sewing 
machines and equipment over the whole produc- 
tion area. 

5. Good natural ventilation. 

6. A low noise level. 

The site is in the centre of a new Industrial estate 
lying along the Whitchurch Road, and opposite the 
new Cattle Market, just outside Shrewsbury. 

It is a rectangular plot 410 ft. by 220 ft. (just over 
2 acres) bordered to the west by a railway embank- 
ment and to the north by Harlescott Lane. The site 
is level and was used as a vehicle park during the war 
and there is no plantation of any kind. Provision has 
been made for the planting of trees in front of the 
main elevation. 

Plan: The general space requirements crystallised 
into two basic elements: a centrally placed production 
area with high concentration of labour and a number 
of stores, offices and ancillaries with easy access, but 
of much smaller dimensions and concentration of 
labour. 


N 


THE BUILDER 


The greater height and bulk of the centre block 
expresses the relation between these requirements, 

The sequence of operation starts from the unloading 
bay adjoining the new service road running north to 
south, and from there proceeds through checking 
and measuring departments—stock of raw materials— 
cutting department—sewing and checking—finished 
stock—packing—ready at the opposite end of the 
factory for despatch. 

The administrative, production and design offices, 
etc., are grouped along the front, and reached from a 
private drive running parallel with Harlescott Lane, 
The works entrance is at the back of the factory, and 
cloakrooms, etc., are all accommodated in the low 
building surrounding the production block. 

The building has been designed to allow for a 
future extension. 

As for the second set of requirements referred to, 
i.e. minimum obstruction from columns, the produc- 
tion area is a rectangle measuring 193 ft. long and 
116 ft. wide, with three columns down the centre, 
giving clear floor areas of 54 ft. by 116 ft. 

Regarding the amount of natural light, the calcu- 
lated average daylight factor in the production area is 
10.5 per cent. and the ratio of glass to floor area 
including clerestorey windows is 37 per cent. The 
monitors are facing east and west and are glazed with 
white plyglass to give light diffusion, eliminate glare 
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and provide the necessary thermal insulation. 

The requisite mobility of machines and availability 
of electric supply was achieved by laying Pyrotenax 
cables in the floor screed and providing junction boxes 
with isolator switches on a grid conforming to the 
clients’ requirements. 

Natural ventilation required is provided by clere- 
storey windows arranged at high level around the 
perimeter of the tall block, giving draught-proof cross 
ventilation. 


To reduce the noise level generated by several 
hundred sewing and clicking machines, band knives, 
etc., the wood wool slabs used in the roof construction, 
both to provide a decking and thermal insulation, 


were left exposed to act as sound absorbent. 


Construction: The building is made up of two 
elements: the high level production block and the low 
level ancillary buildings surrounding it. The steelwork 
is designed on a 27 ft. grid, and a 6 ft. 9 in. module, the 
latter to accommodate standard channel reinforced 
wood wool slabs used as roof decking. The * N° 
type girders forming the’ roof are accommodated 
within the height of the monitors, are approx. 7 ft. 
high and span 54 ft. 4 in. and 60 ft. 5 in. respectively. 
These girders are supported on two broad flanged 





Entrance hall and offices 


Factory, Harlescott 


Lane, Shrewsbury 


Production area 


v 
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Factory, 
Harlescott Lane, 


Shrewsbury 
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beams 24 in. by 12 in. with stanchions of standard slab with 3 in. screed incorporating electric floor 
sections, both in the centre and at the outer perimeter. warming system and_ thermoplastic tile finish. 
An expansion joint is provided through the centre of — Internal partitions are predominantly sectional glazed 
the building and the roof is lifted 3 in. at the centre to plasterboard partitions. 


drain towards the end of monitors. The low buildings The very flat and uninteresting site suggested the 
are also steel framed with wood wool decking and use of strong colours in the exterior treatment. The 
threelayers of built up roofing. parapet to the curtain walling is in orange, the lining 


The external walls are non-load-bearing cavity to the entrance hall in dark brown, the fascia beam 
walls, curtain walling with infilling panels of vitro- white, glazing bars primrose. The asbestos cladding to 
slabs in the low wing and asbestos cladding to the top. the tall block is painted blue-green, the capping 
of monitors and above clerestorey windows and forming the edge of the monitors white, and the 
temporary end wall. The floor is reinforced conerete glazing bars of the clerestorey windows white. 
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Factory interior 


ayers built up b 


VA" lightweight 


2 channel reinforced woodwool 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Steelwork, Joseph Parks, Ltd.: metal windows, 
C. E. Welstead, Ltd.; patent glazing, Faulkner and 
Greene, Ltd.; roofing, D. Anderson and Son, Ltd.; 
electric light and power, Williams Bros. (Electrical), 
Ltd.; electric floor heating, Calidec, Ltd.; office and 
factory partitions, Gyproc Products, Ltd.; flooring, 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd.: plumbing, A. 
Marston and Co., Ltd.; wood wool slabs, Halcrete 
Panels, Ltd.; asbestos sheeting, Universal Asbestos 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 


Facing bricks, Procter and Lavender, Ltd.; dome 
lights, T. and W. Ide: sanitary fittings, John Knowles 
and Co. (London), Ltd.; fibrous plaster curbs to dome 
lights, Clark and Fenn, Ltd.; sectional water storage 
tank, Messrs. Braithwaite and Co., Ltd.; sliding 
door gear, E. Hill Aldam and Co., Ltd.; metal door 
frames and W.C. partitions, Henry Hope and Sons, 


td.: gas supply, West Midlands Gas _ Board; 
electricity supply, Midlands Electricity Board; 
ironmongery, A. J. Binns, Ltd.; vitroslabs and 


plyglass in roof, Plyglass, Ltd.; fluorescent lighting 
fittings and trunking, Utility Lamp and Fittings, Ltd. 


fitments, Hotchkiss and 
Pell, Ltd., Shaw 


counter and 
canteen furniture, 
Manfg. Co., Ltd., R. B. Richards and Son; tea 
boiler, Wm. Still and Son, Ltd.; curtain tracks, 
Silent Gliss, Ltd.: lighting fittings (canteen), Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd.; landscaping, G. Partington and 
Co.; concrete flower pots, Walter Lawrence and 
Son, Ltd.: door mats, Royal National Institute for 
Blind: oil and emulsion paint, Jenson and Nicholson, 
Ltd.; asbestos cement paint, Tretol, Ltd. 


Canteen 
Townsend: 


Factory, Shrewsbury 
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Shops and flats in the Broad Walk, looking towards old Crawley High-street 


The Building of a New Town—Crawley 
4.— ‘THE SHAPE, OF THINGS TO COME? 


By S. Gordon Joseph 


N one respect particularly, the past 
year has been a big one for Crawley 


New Town. During 1956, the town 
centre began to. take shape. For 


eight years, Crawley has been living with- 
out its heart—the new district of shops, 
public buildings and business premises, 
shown in the master plan to lie within 
the circle of residential neighbourhoods, 
and adjacent to the old town High-street. 
This does not mean that the new town 
citizens have been deprived of these ser- 
vices up till now. Each completed neigh- 
bourhood has its own shopping parade 
for day-to-day needs, and the old town 
centre supplies many of the inhabitants’ 
other requirements. Also the first stage 
of the new town shopping quarter 
known as the Broad Walk has been 
completed and trading for the past two 
years. 

But the rapidly increasing number of 
citizens has reached a point where the 
proper facilities of a fully-fledged town 
are beginning to be needed: that is, not 
only the daily provisions shops but also 
the large department stores, and a size- 
able central public library, health centre, 
various Offices and public buildings 
adequate in size for serving a population 
that has almost quadrupled during the 
last eight years. The progress of town 
centre development is well up to 
schedule. Originally field and woodland, 
the site has now been levelled, the pre- 
liminary earthworks completed, many of 


the service roads laid and in use for 
traffic and the first shops up, a few of 
them opened in time for the town centre's 
first Christmas. 

The new town centre began with the 
completion of the Broad Walk, and the 
Broad Walk is also the passage from old 
Crawley to new. For the centre district 
is to extend from the historic High-street 
eastward towards the Three Bridges 
neighbourhood. Its section in the 
vicinity of the High-street is thus a mix- 
ture of architecturally old and new, 
whose arrangement is visually most satis- 
fying. The Broad Walk is a vedestrians- 
only passage of modern shops with their 
own flats above. From a small but 
spacious sunken square, fronting on to 
the old grass verges of the High-street 
and often used for public open-air meet- 
ings, the Broad Walk leads through to 
what will be the main area of the new 
town centre. Over £14 million worth 
of shops, stores and business premises 
to a total of some 130 buildings—are to 
be erected during the coming year. 

The offices of the various public 
authorities (local and county) are at pre- 
sent scattered all over the town, in an 
assortment of converted or pre-war build- 
ings. Most of the important offices will 
in future be housed and grouped in a 
single section of the town centre, mainly 
along the Boulevard on the north side. 
These will include the offices of the Urban 
District Council for Crawley was 
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granted that status a few 
months ago — the police 
HQ and court buildings 
central public Jibrary 
health centre, a new head 
post —oilice, automatic 
phone exchange, and the 
technical college. 

The technical college 
will be an important build. 
Ing In More than one re. 
spect. The first section oj 
this — £750,000 — mult. 
storeyed building is due to 
prion in September, 

38, and will soon after. 
wards have its effect on 
Crawley life, in the sense 
of adding to the new 
town’s functions as 4 
regional centre. F 97 
attending the college will 
be young people, not only 
from Crawley but from 
most of North Sussex. 
from across the Surrey 
border in the Horley- 
Redhill area, and even 
from Kent: giving the 
new town a touch of the 
student atmosphere 
associated with — college 
towns. These — students 
are likely to come to te- 
gard Crawley as a regional 
centre of youth activities 
and may probably require the extension 
of the new town’s facilities for young 
people, to include them also. 

One of the main criticisms in the 
initial controversy over the choice of 
Crawley as a new town was that its exist- 
ing road network was unplanned and 
inadequate for that purpose. During the 
past eight years, the Development Cor- 
poration in co-operation with other 
authorities as necessary has undertaken a 
vast programme of road construction and 
alterations, to cater for urban develop- 
ment at least 10 times the size of pre- 
war Crawley. Major town roads, which 
also serve the purpose of separating each 
residential district from its neighbours, 
have been completed to form part of con- 
tinuous routeways around the inner 
town, linking also with trans-county or 
national highways. Severe bottlenecks are 
being widened, particularly along the 
main Crawley-Three Bridges road to East 
Sussex and part of this road has been 
completely diverted and improved to 
form a more direct route towards East 
Grinstead. 


A Radical Change to Come 


But the most radical change is yet to 
come. One of the chief traffic bugbears 
of the town—the High-street level-cross- 
ing traffic congestion—will be dealt with 
eventually by closing the road altogether 
at this point and leading traffic along 4 
new and unhampered course. Crawley 
Station itself is to be closed here and re- 
built further east along the line, in a more 
convenient location. ; 

Crawley Development Corporation, 
though far and away the most important, 
is not the only developer of the new town. 
The local urban district council, which 
has been in office for less than a year, 
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concerning itself with other matters 
pesides housing. One of the chief of 
these is an £81,000 plan for the develop- 
ment of parks and open spaces during 
the next five years. Crawley is favour- 
ably located in relation to fine natural 
genery, both outside and within the 
designated area. A number of spaces 
were reserved in the Development Cor- 
poration’s master plan for town parks and 
the council intends to use these and other 
open areas for projects such as gardens 
and landscaping. games Courts, an Open- 
ir theatre and a cycle speedway. 

The council also supports the pro- 
gosal for an Open-air swimming pool in 
the town, to cost about £75,000, if the 
Government would be prepared to author- 
se a loan. A closed-in pool for all-the- 
year-round use is preferred but would be 
joo costly. Whatever the case, the pool 
would be constructed to Olympic com- 
setition dimensions (165 ft. by 65 ft.), so 
that it could also be used for galas and 
unctions of more than a local nature 
This concept is in accordance with a 
veneral aim to make the new town a 
ports centre of at least regional status. 
South of the main Three Bridges road, 
on the other side of the railway from the 
uture Hawth Park, 36 acres have been 
set aside in the master plan as the chief 
sports area of the town. It is hoped to 
construct a major sports arena and run- 
ling track, with ample spectator stands, 
ind to establish the tradition of a Sussex 
county cricket week in Crawley. 

The existence of the new town has had 
is effect on changes of scene not only 
within the designated area, but also far 
outside. Its influence has reached out to 
i landscape almost 10 miles from the 
town centre, to where the River Medway 
follows its early course through the hilly 
countryside of North-East Sussex. There, 
nearly two miles of the valley was flooded, 
creating a large inland lake—Weir Wood 
Reservoir, in fact, to supply drinking 
water for the adjacent area, but mainly 
lor the growing town of Crawley. 

A 45-ft. high dam across the valley was 
completed in 1955 and a_ purification 
‘ation constructed downstream. The 
water is pumped thence to four service 
reservoirs and for the past year the Weir 
Wood project, with its storage capacity 
1 1,200m. gallons, has been supplying 
Crawley’s citizens with 2m. gallons of 
Naler a day. Yet, soon, during 1957, 


‘ven this big project will not be providing 





suilicient water for the increased town 
population’s needs, and already it has 
been decided to obtain the additional 
supplies from a new reservoir at Buchan 
Hill. Weir Wood will be used for trout 
fishing, under licence, and for bird watch- 
ing, as from May next. 

But undoubtedly the greatest changes 
scheduled for the future are those 
already taking shape 
just beyond Crawley’s 
northern boundary. 
For once, the new town 


is not responsible for 
these changes, but 
Crawley and its build- 
ing development will 
almost certainly — be 
affected by them. The 


cause is the Government 
decision to establish at 
Gatwick a major bad- 
weather alternative to 
London Airport. The 
repercussions of _ this 
project are of wide 
variety and have al- 
ready begun. 
For a_ start, 
road) works” of 
importance are 
way. For the main runway of the 
new Gatwick Airport will lie across 
the line of the A23 London-Brighton 


new 
first 
under 


road. This traditional route — will 
therefore have to be closed in about 
one-and-a-half years’ time, and a new 


Brighton road diversion established to 
take its place on the opposite side of 
Gatwick. The London-Brighton high- 
way will thus deviate from its present 
course just south of Horley, turning east 
to the railway, running south from there, 
parallel to and serving Gatwick Airport 
(indeed the road will pass right under a 
wing of the new airport terminal build- 
ing). It finally returns to the old A23 
just north of the new town. 

Another project for the distant future is 
the Brighton radial road. One of its 
effects will be that the present Crawley 
By-pass will no longer serve in_ that 
capacity of carrying the heavy summer- 
time volume of traffic to the coast. 
Therefore it can and will be used instead 
as part of a new town inner ring road 
for local traffic (see master plan), in direct 
contact with every neighbourhood in the 
town. This should also have the effect 
of reducing any sense of isolation of the 


A compact group of 17 
houses, planned at \5 to 
the acre, occupies a little 
site where gypsies and 
others used to camp in 
caravans. This is the den- 
s2st development under- 
the 


taken by Crawley 


Development — Corpora- 
tion, and is on a site near 


the centre of the town 


The pre-war Gatwick Airport Terminal. 
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outer neighbourhoods (Langley Green 
and Ifield) from the rest of the town. 
Many changes of plan are associated 
with the airport scheme, the  diver- 
sion of river and stream courses, land- 
scaping to be carried out in the area of 
the new trunk road, the remodelling of 
the old Gatwick station which will have 
direct access to the new terminal, erection 





A new one is to be 
built further to the north 


of airport buildings and demolition ot 
others, especially since many of these 
matters lie outside the concern of the 
designated area. But one major question 
which will affect Crawley is—with any- 
thing up to 700 families of airport per- 
sonnel moving to Gatwick in 1958, what 
repercussions on local building and 
development is this likely to have? Since 
few houses exist in the immediate vicinity 
of the airport, new accommodation will 
have to be built. Crawley is involved 
in this since the Development Corpora- 
tion has agreed to provide housing for 
some of the airport personnel, and the 
Corporation is represented on the Air- 
port Advisory Committee set up by the 
Ministry. 

But the number of Gatwick staff and 
their families may amount to 2,500, not 
to mention the many building workers 
being employed on the project during its 
first years. The question is being asked: 
is there any likelihood of another small 
town of nearly 3,000 inhabitants spring- 
ing up by 1960 in the narrow * green belt ° 
north of Crawley presenting, if so, 
almost continuous development along a 
distance of about eight miles? Or would 
it be better if some of the designated 
area in the north of the new town were 
given over and transformed into a tenth 
neighbourhood? — a move unforeseen at 
the time of the master plan. 

Whatever the solution, it is certain that 
over the next few years, the gradual 
development of Gatwick Airport will 
bring into the area many hundreds of 
new inhabitants. whose needs for a 
variety of normal daily services, leisure 
activities and education will not likely be 
available in the neighbourhood of the 
airport for many years to come, if ever. 
And where more likely are these new- 
comers to turn for the satisfaction of their 
requirements than Crawley, with all the 
repercussions on the new town’s future 
growth and building development that 
such a fact implies? 

(Concluded) 
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BANK AT GLOUCESTER 
for District 


Architects: STRATTON DAVIS & 


Partner in Charge: 


D. STRATTON DAVIS, FRIBA 


Consu!ting Engineers: 


CLARKE, NICHOLLS & MARCEL 


Quantity Surveyor: 


G. A. E. CRAIG, FRICS 


Builders: 
W. J. B. HALLS, Ltd. 
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HE new District Bank premises 

in Gloucester are on a site 
formerly occupied by two shops 
on the south side of Eastgate- 
street. The branch bank itself 
is situated on the ground floor 
and the first and second floors are 


to be used as offices. 


The building is supported on a 
steel frame on grillage founda- 
tions, with precast concrete unit 
floors and roof. The front is in 
Portland stone and Berkshire 
hand-made facing bricks, and the 


roof is covered with Paropa tiles. 


The entrance doors, windows 


to the banking hall and manager’s 





office, the panelling and other 
internal ground-floor joinery are 
in quartered Slavonian oak, the 
floors of the offices finished in 
Ruboleum tiles and the staircase 





in rubber. The moulded plaster 
ceiling is suspended on Colterro 





clay lath. The lighting is princi- 
pally by fluorescent tubes with the 
addition of some tungsten fittings. 


The heating of the building is by 
an electric embedded floor warm- 
ing system, in which heat is stored wees she : oe 2 
in the structure during the ‘ off- 
peak ’ periods by the operation of 
a time switch and thermostats. 





Exterior 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 


Oak joinery and fittings, W. J. B. Halls, Ltd. ; 
steelwork, Edward Wood and Co., Ltd. ; stone- 
work, The Bath and Portland Stone Firms, Ltd. ; 
concrete floors, Concrete, Ltd. ; strongroom, 
The Chatwood Safe and Engineering Co. ; 
night safe, Chubb and Sons Lock and Safe Co., 
Ltd. ; electric lighting, and heating, L. C. Mitchell 
and Co., Ltd.; floor heating, Panelec (Great 
Britain), Ltd. ; flooring, Redfern Rubber Works, 
Ltd. ; mosaic paving, Bristol Art Floors, Ltd. ; 
flat roofing, Frazzi, Ltd. ; bronze work, G. P. 
Kershaw and Co. ; lighting fittings, Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd. ; ironmongery, Laidlaw and 
Thomson, Ltd. ; carpet, Lea and Co. ; Crittalls 
steel windows, Rowe Bros. and Co.; facing 
bricks, Henry J. Greenham (1929), Ltd. 





The banking hall 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Crawley New Town 
To the Editor of The Builder 


JIR.—In the second of his admirable 

articles on Crawley new town (your 
issue January 25) Mr. Joseph writes: * It 
is felt that a new town composed only of 
citizens whose predominant interests— 
work, play and residence—were confined 
to the town could become socially 
inbred.” In other words, if | read him 
right, it is good to have a few commuters 
whose cutlook is extra-parochial, and the 
Crawley Corporation is doing its best to 
attract a small proportion of commuters. 


At last the myth of the self-contained 
town is exploded—the myth begotten by 
Howard, at the dawn of the Motor Age. of 
an ideal conceivably attainable and desir- 
able then but hardly to-day. All the London 
New Towns, with the possible exception of 
Stevenage, are within the London commuter 
ring, in which a high proportion travel to 
town every day—maialy to office rather 
than industrial employment. The idea of 
self-contained towns within that ring, where 
everybody who lives in the town works there 
and vice versa, is unrealistic and contrary 
to the trend that has been gathering momen- 
tum for 300 years, since City merchants first 
moved out to the fresh air of Islington or 
Highgate. What was possible for the rich 
in the 18th century was within the reach 
of the middle classes in the 19th and is 
possible for all in the 20th century. 

Many love to live in urban places, but 
the number who do not is confirmed by 
the stockbrokers’ Tudor houses in the 
Surrey birchlands and the East Enders’ 
shacks in the Essex mud, with all the obvious 


social gradations in between. Surely this 
Suggests a new pattern of settlement of 
compact country towns of, say, 25,000- 


30,000 inhabitaats (a good size), and larger 
regional centres, also close-built, with a high 
proportion of flats and terraces? These 
would be the shopping and employment 
centres for wide areas where garden-lovers 
and campophiles could be grouped in infilled 
and extended villages. England, as Mr. 
Lionel Brett has recently pointed out in an 
address to the RIBA, has thousands of 
villages, and a large proportion of them 
are capable of expansion. If well done this 
might enhance them. They have already 
that nucleus of social cohesion and ‘ entity * 
which is so laboriously created in new 
neighbourhoods not always very success- 
fully, and, contrary to what many assert, 
many villages successfully accommodate 
newcomers and flourish on them. Any 
social survey of Home Counties villages 
could reveal that. 

At Crawley, if this theory were put into 
practice, the town would consist of the four 
inner neighbourhoods only, the site of the 
looser-spread outer neighbourhoods remain- 
ing as a green belt, and their population 
spread out among the villages up to 10 miles 
away. Ancient Ifield would have been one 
of those villages, retaining its identity as a 
flourishing community, tied to the town as 
its centre but not having to be completely 
swamped by it as it is now. Thus the town- 
region, rather than the town itself, would 
be the social and economic unit. And even 
that would not be self-contained, for there 
still would be the daily exodus out to the 
forms of ‘higher employment’ which only 
London or towns like Brighton can supply. 


Davip W. Lioyp. 
23, Caledonia-place, Clifton, Bristol, 8. 


Aesthetic Control 
To the Editor of The Builder 


41R,—We are concerned at the out- 

come, in practice, of the provision 

for the aesthetic control of buildings 

implied in the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Act of 1947. 

By the nature of his training, qualifi- 
cation and professional responsibility an 
architect is presumably the person most 
competent to ensure that a building is 
of proper design and in keeping with its 
environment. Nevertheless, designs which 
are prepared and submitted by architects 
are rejected, and Town Planning approval 
is withheld, on purely aesthetic grounds, 
by local committees which are usually 
less suitably qualified than are the archi- 
tects submitting them. Even though these 
committees do in some cases have their 
own qualified advisers they are under no 
obligation to accept and apparently 
frequently disregard their recommenda- 
tions. Appeals to the Minister against 
such local decisions are often undertaken 
almost as a matter of course although 
this entails several months’ delay. Both 
client and architect may well incur un- 
necessary expense and possibly consider- 
able financial loss as there is no guarantee 
that the appeal will be uphe!d. As a result 
even the most unassuming attempts at 
innovation and experiment are dis- 
couraged, especially when the building is 
an individual house for which the most 
prejudiced canons would seem to exist. 

We consider that the control thus 
exercised serves no useful purpose what- 
soever and that at the same time the 
professional status of the architect is 
undermined. Surely it is time some action 
is taken to remedy this situation? We 
believe that this is an issue which is of 
vital concern to the profession as a whole 
and that it can be tackled successfully 
only on that basis. 

We understand from the January issue 
of the RIBA Journal that the report of 
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*... just until the Rent 
Bill becomes law — and, 
anyway, who owns this block 


of flats ?” 
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the Joint Committee set up to Consider 
this question is being reconsidered mea 
pressure from other professional bodies 
We are alarmed by the implications of 
this statement, and we feel that the RIBA 
should be urged to publish the Tevised 
report as soon as possible in order tg 
provide an early opportunity for the pro. 
fession as a whole to consider and diseys 
the question. 

GEOFFREY SPYER, 

CHRISTOPHER STEVENS. 

MICHAEL WILLIs. 


177 Kensington High-street, W8. 


Mlustrating Building By-laes 
To the Editor of The Builder 


wy IR, Your leading article (February | 

comments on the production by the 
Department of Health for Scotland of 
‘Picture Book” illustrating some of the 
ways of meeting the fire requirements 9} 
the Scottish building by-laws. May | 
make it clear from the beginning that | 
do not mean to deprecate the production 


of this memorandum if for no othe; 
reason than that I know that the fire 
requirement by-laws are not easy t 


grasp! 

Your editorial goes further in suggesting 
the extension of this effort on a very con- 
siderable scale; and it seems that a not 
of caution needs to be struck which does 
not. unless I am doing an injustice, appea 


in your paragraphs. The English mode 
building by-laws were drafted with some 


care on the principle of * functional” by-laws 


and ‘deemed to satisfy” sections accom: 
panying them. It was only adopted after 
very careful consideration by the then 


Ministry of Health during the currency of 
the previous set of building by-laws; and 
the Advisory Council which assisted the 
Ministry in the production of the present 
by-laws was, I believe, very considerably in 
favour of this system. There was constant 
anxiety during the drafting lest the scope 
for new methods and techniques which the 
‘functional’ by-law was intended to give 
should, in practice, be cut down by too 
much emphasis on the * deemed to satisly 
methods so as to make it appear that the 
presented the only solutions of the by-laws 
requirements. 

It was felt, perhaps unjustly, that estab- 
lished methods and habits might prove too 
attractive, and that, in practice, what would 
be insisted upon would be compliance 0) 
a builder with the ‘deemed to satisfy’ sec- 
tion rather than the * functional’ by-law. 
If the ‘deemed to satisfy’ section wert. 
save in exceptional cases, to be reinforced 
by illustrations, a carefully considered 
balance might be destroyed which was 
designed to help both the man needing onl) 
a routine solution, and also the man who 
wishes, or is forced by circumstances, 10 
propose something other than the accepted 

If I may end as I began, I hope thi 
appeal for caution will not be taken & 
meaning that I deplore the use of illustt 
tions in all cases. There may well be- 
and the Department of Health for Scotland 
may have found one—occasions when illus: 
trations are of the greatest value. 

D. C. MALLAM, 
Director, Federation of 
Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-contractors. 
Artillery House, SWI. 
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CROWN COURT, DORCHESTER 


ARCHITECT: JAMES HURST, ARIBA, County Architect 


Architect in Charge: 
E. J. RICKETTS, FRIBA 


Assistant: 
Cc. F. DAVIES 


Consultant, Lighting, Heating and Ventilation: 
P. S. TATCHELL, AMIHVE 


Clerk of Works: H. TURNER 


Builders: JOHN BERTRAM & Co., Ltd. 


HE new Crown Court at Dorchester is the final 
section to be completed at the new County Hall, 
for the Dorset County Council. The building was 
started just prior to the outbreak of war to the designs 
of H. E. Matthews, FRIBA, assisted by B. Peters, 
BArch,h ARIBA. The administrative offices only 
were completed for occupation in 1941. Work on 
the council chamber, committee rooms and Crown 
Court was suspended. The Crown Court also serves 
as a Quarter Sessions Court in conjunction with the 
council chamber. 


The Crown court room 
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. Judge’s room 

. Magistrates’ room 
. Court room 

. Waiting hall 

. Council chamber 
. Police 

. Witnesses 

. Press 





. Conference room 
. Solicitors 

. Barristers 

. Clerk of Assize 

. Private room 

. Cleaner 

. Gallery 

. Reception room 
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Crow 


The Crown Court is furnished in English 
oak with blue Vaumol hide upholstery 
to furnishings generally. The important 
matter of acoustics has received close 
attention, the design of wall treatment 
arising logically from the correct placing 
of absorbents and reflectors. 

The court layout departs from the 
normal in that the placing of the witness 
box between judge and jury eliminates 
the frequent lack of audibility arising when 
a witness box is placed at the opposite 
side to the jury. The official shorthand 
writers’ desk is fitted with a concealed 





The court from the magistrates’ bench 


The waiting hall from the admin. 
offices entrance 
\- ———$____ 7 7 ann pananannas, 
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speaker and volume control linked 
to a small microphone on the 
judge’s desk. 

The Assize Hall has been some- 
what altered in design from the 
original intention, which provided 
a high ceiling to this section rising 
to the full height of the adjoining 
courts. A large reception and 
committee room has been pro- 
vided by the insertion of a floor 
at a level approximating to the 
public gallery level of the court 
and council chamber. _ The 
main hall is lined with polished 
Portland stone which will receive 
lettering. The floor of the hall 
is of rubber to reduce noise in this 
part of the building. 
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News of the Week 


smokeless Fuel Exhibition 
ue Solid Smokeless Fuels Federation 
has, for the fifth year in succession, 
staged an exhibition in the main hall of 
Charing Cross Underground station. This 
position commands tremendous oppor- 
iynities for catching the casual traveller's 
we, trapping him at his lowest ebb of 
sistance perhaps. The title of this year’s 
ahibition is “The Scientist at Your 
Hearth, and it had the added impetus of 
ping opened by the Dowager 
Marchioness of Reading. Lady Reading 
was introduced by Sir Henry Jones, 
MBE, chairman of the Federation, and 
during his introductory speech he covered 
the salient features of the campaign 
against smoke, stressing the fact that the 
dubious lethal qualities of smog were not 
the most important reasons for burning 
smokeless fuel, corrosion and dirt being 
in the forefront of the battle. 

Lady Reading, GBE, spoke well. 
Dressed in a beribboned WVS uniform, 
she said, ‘ When you get to my age you 
wander around the countryside collecting 
names of people to write your obituary. 
[have added to the list today; no one has 
ever said before that | am a good com- 
mittee woman, for the obvious reasons.’ 
Having thus acknowledged Sir Henry’s 
compliment (not the only one), Lady 
Reading surveyed the position as a whole, 
with special reference to the housewife, 
praised the exhibition’s title, mentioned 
the Cenotaph as one of the most beautiful 
pieces Of architecture, and opened the 
exhibition. After being thanked she 
made a confession; in the country she 
ordered nothing but wood to be burnt 
as the ash was good for the garden. The 
exhibition closes on February 23. 


New Bristol Exhibition 


Bristol ARCHITECTURAL Forum, the 
group of young architects whose exhi- 
bition displaying photographs — of 
blemishes on Bristol’s scenery was banned 
by the Bristol museum and art gallery 
committee, are planning — another 
exhibition for display in a week or two’s 
ime. This exhibition will concentrate 
on the city’s good points in an attempt 
'0 Increase people’s awareness of their 
surroundings. 

After being banned from the City Art 
Gallery, the ‘Our City’ exhibition was 
moved across the road to the Berkeley 
Café in Queen’s-road, where it will remain 
intl replaced by the new one. 


European Free Trade Area 


Ht OEEC report on the proposed 
European free trade area was published 
on Tuesday, and is now on sale at 
HMSO (price 3s.), under the title ‘A 
Report on the Possibility of Creating a 
Free Trade Area in Europe.’ 

_ Before the members of OEEC could 
decide Whether or not to set up a free 
trade area they had first to know whether 
bs was technically practicable. The 
ra of OEEC therefore established a 
aking party to study this question. Its 
Port, now being published, was com- 
pitted two weeks ago. The United King- 


pes was represented on the working 
Party, 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION DINNER.—Seen above are some personalities at the 


NFBTE annual dinner, as sketched by Sallon. 


The report, which wil! be considered 
at the OEEC Ministerial Council on 
February 12, does not make recommend 
ations to governments. It answers 
questions put to the working party. It 
shows that if governments want to set 
up a free trade area they can do so. 

The report confirms the conclusion 
reached by HM Government that a free 
trade area is feasible. It was announced 
in the House of Commons on November 
26 last by the then Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Mr. Harold Macmillan, that 
the Government will now seek to enter 
into negotiations in OEEC in order to 
establish an industrial free trade area. 


Tropical Architecture 


IN the next ‘ Prospect’ broadcast, on 
Sunday, February 17, at 9.55 p.m. in the 
Third Programme, John Page, chief 
research officer of the Nuffield Founda 
tion Division for Architectural Studies, 
will review ‘ Tropical Architecture in the 
Humid Zone, by Maxwell Fry and Jane 
Drew, recently published. Mr. Page will 
consider in particular post-war contri- 


The speeches are reported on page 277 


butions to the urgent housing problems of 
tropical countries, and will give his 
reasons for believing that the present ten- 
dency to import experimental building 
techniques from Europe is wrong and 
even dangerous. 


RIBA Golfing Society 


Tue fourth annual dinner of the RIBA 
Golfing Society was held at the Milestone 
Hotel, Kensington, on January 18. The 
toast of the society was proposed by Mr. 
J. Hughes, FRICS, who referred to the 
long history of the society and of the many 
famous architects who had been golfers 
and members of it. 


The captain, Mr. Felix Wilson, LRIBA, 
in his reply, mentioned the great loss to 
the society of the captain-elect for 1957 

Mr. Joseph Emberton—and told mem- 
bers and their guests that through the 
generosity of Mr. Emberton’s widow a 
memorial challenge trophy was being pre- 
sented which would be for a knock-out 
tournament for society members. The 
secretary, Mr. S. H. Statham, ARIBA, 
proposed the toast of the guests, the re- 


F 
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made by Mr. 


sponse to which was 
the BBC 


Wynford Vaughan Thomas. 
commentator. 
Drawing Office Technique, I 

A SECOND symposium on Drawing 
Office Technique will be held at the 
RIBA on Tuesday, February 12, at 
6 p.m. This part will deal with the re- 
lation and form of drawings, specifi- 
cations, bills of quantities and 
information necessary for the execution 
of a building project. 

Like the first one held in January, 1956, 
it has been organised by the RIBA 
Science Committee, and will be presided 
over by Mr. Peter Shepheard, ARIBA. 

The speakers will be: (1) Mr. George 
Grenfell Baines, ARIBA, on the form of 
information required from the client; (2) 
Mr. T. Harper Ellis, ARIBA, on the form 
of information given by architect to 
quantity surveyor; (3) Mr. Kenneth 
Campbell, ARIBA, on the form of 
information given by architect to builder; 
(4) Mr. Cyril Sweett, FRICS, on the 
form of information required by quantity 
surveyor from architect; and (5) Mr. W. 
Tompkins, on the form of information 
required by builder from architect. The 
speakers will be followed by a general 
discussion from the floor. 

The meeting, for which no tickets are 
required, is expected to last until 9 p.m. 


Scholarships Abroad 


OVER A HUNDRED scholarships are being 
offered to British students by 17 foreign 
countries for study abroad during the 
academic year 1957-58. They are mainly 
for university graduates and under- 
graduates, but some are open to candi- 
dates with non-academic qualifications. 

The scholarships generally provide for 
free tuition and maintenance and most 
of them are tenable for a full academic 
year, though there are a number of 
awards for shorter periods. Further in- 
formation and application forms, for 


COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12. 

THE HoOuSING CENTRE.—‘ Tax and Estate 
Duty Minimisation Methods.’ By Mr. Ambrose 
Appelbe, MA, LLB. 13, Suffolk-st., Haymarket, 
SWI. 6 p.m. 

RIBA.—Drawing Office Technique. A sym- 
posium on the relation and form of drawings, 
specifications and bills of quantities. 66, Port- 
land-pl., Wl. 6 p.m. 

Royat Society oF Arts.—Commonwealth 
Section. ‘ Housing and Building in the Com- 
monwealth.” By G. A. Atkinson, BA (Arch), 
ARIBA. John Adam-st., WC2. 5.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
‘Structural Engineering and Atomic Energy.’ 
By D. R. R. Dick, BSc, MICE, MlIStructE. 
11, Upper Belgrave-st., SW1. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF CrviIL ENGINEERS.— The Em- 
ployment of Contractor’s Plant on Civil Engin- 
eering Construction Works.’ By RK. #H. 
McGibbon and J. H. Brass. Gt. George-st., 
SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13. 

LCC HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING 
AND ARTS AND CraFTs.—Exhibition of appren- 
tices’ work, woodcutting machinists and plumb- 
ing. Lime Grove, W12. 9.30-4.30 p.m. (con- 
tinuing until February 20). 

Roya Society oF Arts.—‘ The Development 


and Use of Glass Fibres.’ By A. Hudson 
Davies, OBE, MA. John Adam-st., WC2. 
2.30 p.m. 


which a stamped, addressed foolscap 
envelope should be sent, can be obtained 
from any British Council office, or from 
the Controller, Education Division, The 
British Council, 65, Davies-street. 


IUA Congress Postponed 


INFORMATION has been received from 
the Secretary-General, International 
Union of Architects, that it has been de- 
cided to postpone the fifth Congress, 
which was to have been held in Moscow 
during August, 1957, for one year. The 
Congress is to be held some time during 
1958 in Moscow. In the meantime, pre- 
paratory work on the manual on plan- 
ning and the international exhibition 
illustrating the theme of the Congress is 
to continue. 

In accordance with the Statute of the 
International Union the __ biennial 
Assembly (business meeting) will be held 
during the summer of 1957 It will take 
place in Paris on dates which have not 
as yet been fixed. 


President-Elect of ICE 


FOLLOWING the death of Mr. H. J. F. 
Gourley, President of The Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Sir Arthur Whitaker, 
KCB, MEng, MICE, has been unani- 
mously elected. 


The New Towns 


For the seventh year in succession the 
January issue of Town and Country 
Planning is a special edition devoted to 
the new towns and the development that 
has taken place in them recently. 

The tab!es of statistics have been ex- 
tended this year and there is a simple 
table showing the main balance-sheet 
figures in the accounts of the develop- 
ment corporations. This table will be use- 
ful as the published accounts are on a 
consistent pattern and some interesting 
comparisons between the towns are pos- 
sible. There are two general summaries, 
one on the statistical progress and the 


RoyaL Society oF HeattH.—London Ses- 
sional Meeting. * Sanitary Installations and 
Appliances: their place in good building design.’ 
By Mr. A. MacDonald, FRIBA. Caxton Hall, 
SWI. 2.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14. 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 
* Post-War Developments in German Steel 
Bridges and Structures.” By Mr. G. B. God- 
frey. 11, Upper Belgrave-st., SWI. 6 p.m. 

RICS.—Land_ surveyors’ general meeting. 
‘The Survey of Greenland.’ By Colonel J. V. 
Helk of Denmark. 12, Gt. George-st., SWI. 
5.45 p.m. 

_ ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.— Tuscany Re- 
visited.” By J. Godfrey-Gilbert. 34, Bedford- 
sq., WCI. 6.15 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.— 
“Some Engineering Problems in the Industrial 
Development of Nuclear Energy.’ By Sir 
Claude Gibb, CBE, DScME, FRS, MIMcchE, 
Church House, SW1. 6 p.m. 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 16. 

EcCLESIOLOGICAL Socrety.—Lecture. ‘ The 

Works of G. F. Bodley and C. G. Hare.’ By 


H. V. Molesworth Roberts. 2, Bloomsbury-sq., 
WCl. 3 p.m. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 


BBC.—Mr. John Page on ‘ Tropical Architec- 
ture. Third Programme, 9.55 p.m. (repeat 
broadcast on February 22, 6.45 p.m.). 
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other on the financial aspect, as Well as ; 
report of some of the interesting and in 
portant developments in each town , 

This yearly * New Towns’ jgsye is i 
tributed widely, and Mr. L. E. White i 
an article entitled ‘Telling the Worl 
discusses the contribution the New town 
idea has made to British prestige pnt 
Toryglen Flats 

IN THE article on the multi-storey flats 
at Toryglen, Glasgow (our issue of 
January 25) we omitted to mention thy 
the consultant architect was Herr L, } 
Kresse and the consultant engineer the 
late Professor K. Deininger, both 9 
Stuttgart. The scheme was designed an¢ 
carried out by the Technical Officers of 
the Scottish Special Housing Association, 


An Appointment 


Mr. ANTHONY M. Cuirty, FRIBA, has 
been appointed a member of the govern. 
ing council of Kumasi College of Tech- 
nology, Gold Coast. Mr. Chitty is 
partner in the London firm of Henin 
and Chitty, whose practice extends to 
West Africa and to the Middle East, 
To Visit LMBA 

THE new president of the National 
Federation, Mr. L. A. Walden, is to 
address the 1957 Council of the LMBA 
at its first meeting on February 14, It 


will be his first regional visit for the 
year. The new president of the LMBA, 


Mr. W. K. Laing, will preside. — Mr. 
Walden will also present the National 
Federation prizes for 1957 to the London 
winners. 


Professional Announcements 
Mr. Patrick HorspruGH, AADiplI., ARIBA, 
is now collaborating in Canada with Project 
Planning Associates, Ltd., 40, Irwin-avenue, 
Toronto 5, a firm of consultants concerned with 
regional development, landscape conservation, 
urban and industrial undertakings, town plar- 
ning and architecture. Until June next his ad- 
dress will be c/o Department of Civic Design 
and Landscape Architecture, University of 
Illinois, Urbana. Hlinois. . 
Messrs. J. A. STORY AND Partners, of 36, 
Hall-lane, Upminster, Essex, have taken ove! 
the land and engineering surveying practice 0! 
the late Mr. J. A. Story. The partners in the 
practice will be Mr. W. D. Key, FRIBA. 
FRICS, and Mr. J. M. Wess, AIAS, FRGS. 
Mr. J. Bates, ATAS, corporate quantity sur- 
veyor, of 152, Front-street, Chester-le-Street, Co. 
Durham, has opened an office at 36, Marton- 
road, Middlesbrough, and would be pleased ( 
receive trade literature and catalogues. 
FROM ‘ THE BUILDER? OF 189: 
Saturday, February 7, 1857 
THE PROVISION OF DWELLINGS FOR THE 
LONDON Poor.—In the St. Pancras-road 
the sets of apartments consist of two and 
three rooms, and other accommodation: 
for these a rent is charged of 4s. 6d, 
5s. 6d., 6s. 6d. and, we believe, some ate 
charged as high as 7s. a week (the Jatter 
. . ¢ 0 
amounting to £18 4s. per annum), a large 
sum when we consider that smart an 
comfortable cottages can in many se 
be had for a trifle more: and wages 
the internal arrangements of these ~~ 
ments are excellent, still it is evident “ 
the rent here charged is more than . 
be afforded by the great body 
mechanics, for whom. this place i 
intended and, the style, approaches, on 
staircases are not sufficiently attractive ™ 
those who can afford so much. 
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RIBA: ADDRESS TO STUDENTS 


Mr. Kenneth Cross on Architectural Education 


Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross, MA, in his Presidential Address to students 
atthe RIBA on February 5, spoke chiefly on the revolution that has taken 

lace in architectural education and touched on the industrial outlook. 
following is the substance of his address : 


THis is an occasion of very particular 

importance, said Mr. Cross, _ be- 
cause it is dedicated to the younger mem- 
pers of the architectural profession and 
in their hands will rest the future of 
architecture in this country and I hope to 
me extent overseas as well. The 
principal business of this meeting is the 
criticism of drawings submitted for the 
various RIBA annual prizes, but it is 
customary for the President to open the 
proceedings with what Is called * An 
Address to Students.’ 

It is, 1 may say, fortunate that this 
event takes place early in the proceedings, 
for | recall an incident in the varied life 
of the late Lord Birkenhead who ulti- 
mately became Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
lund. He had been invited to attend a 
meeting of a council in the Midlands 
and to address the council and members 
of the public. The Mayor got up to in- 
troduce their distinguished guest, but un- 
fortunately he was terribly long-winded 
and his speech was interminable. Lord 
Birkenhead became visibly restive and 
when, at last, after some 40 minutes the 
Mayor called upon him to give his 
address, his Lordship got up and said: 
‘My address is No. 19 Bruton-street, 
London, and I am going there now,’ and 
he did. 

Practical Experience 

I expect you mostly realise that our 
first examinations, which were voluntary, 
were held as long ago as 1863, and that 
in 1882 they became compulsory for the 
associateship. In those far-off days the 
more fortunate students were apprenticed 
for six years to one of the SO odd archi- 
tects who were practising in London. Sir 
William Tite recorded that as a young 
man he was lucky to have escaped the 
usual custom of those days which would 
have sent him to work in a carpenter's 
shop for three of those six years. This 
was what was meant by practical experi- 
ence in the early days of the RIBA. 

For the past few years the urgent need 
for more practical experience in offices 
and on buildings in course of erection has 
been claiming the attention of the RIBA 
Council, of the Board of Architectural 
Education and others concerned. It has 
been decided that at present one post- 
graduate year must be devoted to prac- 
tical experience and that in 1962 and 
thereafter the period is to be extended to 
(Wo years, one year of which must be 
Post-graduate, that is, after the candidate 
has passed the Final Examination or the 
equivalent. You will appreciate that you 
have escaped the three years in the car- 
~~ shop which so alarmed Sir Wil- 
am Lite, 

The criticism which has been made by 
members of the profession itself is that 
Students on leaving the architectural 
Schools and becoming qualified are in 


some cases ignorant of the usual proce- 
dure in running an office, whether they 
seek to practise themselves or to become 
assistants. It has been stated that though 
they can make attractive sketch plans 
they are unable to prepare working draw- 
ings which would be readily intelligible 
to a general foreman, and that in many 
cases their knowledge of construction and 
materials is vague and is accompanied by 
an inability to write a specification of 
what they have drawn. 

That, then, is the charge, and thouga 
opinions vary as to the extent to which 
the charge is justified, there is un- 
doubtedly some degree of truth in it. 
Nevertheless, we must, I think, avoid 
over-simplification; an architect’s train- 
ing is unavoidably very complex because 
the architect is supposed to combine the 
qualities of the artist, the practical 
designer and planner, and the man of 
alfairs. Vitruvius, in the days of Im- 
perial Rome, went farther; in his opinion 
the architect’s qualifications were as 
follows: 

“Let him be educated, skilful with 
the pencil, instructed in geometry, 
know much history, have followed the 
philosophers with attention, under- 
stand music, have some knowledge of 
medicine, know the opinions of the 
jurists and be acquainted’ with 
astronomy and the theory of the 
heavens.’ 

In an architect’s training today we 
must, if we can, achieve a balance be- 
tween the visionary theorist and the prac- 
tical man. It may be that the balance 
has become upset at the expense of the 
practical man. 

Having briefly outlined the methods of 
architectural training in Europe from the 
Middle Ages onwards Mr. Cross con- 
tinued: there were [in this country] a 
few evening classes in the mid-19th cen- 
tury, and the success or failure of a 
student to enter a good office to a large 
extent determined his future career. By 
a good office I do not necessarily mean 
a large one, but one in which the princi- 
pal had the capacity, the time and the 
inclination to teach his pupil. In due 
course the student would learn to make 
working drawings, write specifications, 
help with the supervision of buildings 
and become familiar with all the routine 
duties that an architect has to undertake. 
Here then was practical experience in full 
measure; What was wrong with this 
system resulting in its decline in popu- 
larity and virtual extinction? Apart 
from the number of cases in which the 
pupilage system was abused by less 
scrupulous principals the answer is, I 
think, to be found in one word—design. 
There was no scope in an architect’s 
office for the pupil to try his hand at 
design on any large scale; this work was 
necessarily reserved for the principal. 
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The pupil had no opportunity of exercis- 
ing his imagination; he knew his build- 
ing construction; he could make working 
drawings, he had learnt about building 
methods and procedure and contracts 
and clients and extras, but in the one 
capacity which was to place him, as it 
were, apart from other members of the 
community, he felt stifled, stunted, and 
frustrated, and he was in fact in danger 
of becoming an office ‘ hack.’ 


Architectural Education 
Revolutionised 


In the middle of the 19th century 
evening classes in architecture were 
started at King’s College, at University 
College, and at the Architectural Associa- 
tion. This was the first step. In 1894 
the first full-time day course was started 
in Liverpool. In 1902 the Architectural 
Association and the Liverpool School 
were recognised for exemption from the 
Intermediate Examination of the RIBA. 
Since then architectural education has 
been revolutionised. The growth of the 
schools has been phenomenal and there 
are today 20 schools in the British Isles 
which are recognised for exemption from 
the RIBA Intermediate and Final Ex- 
aminations and 14 schools overseas. 
There are six schools which are recog- 
nised for exemption from the RIBA 
Intermediate in the British Isles and two 
schools overseas, and there are 47 
schools in which architecture is taught in 
the British Isles, ten of which have full- 
time courses for the RIBA external ex- 
aminations. 

When you consider the diversity of the 
schools, some of which were installed at 
universities, municipal schools of art and 
technology, polytechnics, and indepen- 
dent schools like the Architectural 
Association, you will appreciate that the 
policy of the Board is not to try to reduce 
the method of training to dull uniformity, 
but rather to ensure that the standards 
achieved by various methods shall be 
equivalent to those of our External Ex- 
amination. We regard the diversity of 
training methods as being of the greatest 
value to the profession. 

I have touched upon the articled 
pupilage system which entails taking the 
RIBA examinations and the school 
system which provides exemption or 
partial exemption from ‘these examina- 
tions. There is a third way of entering 
the profession. A boy on leaving school 
and showing a talent for drawing can 
sometimes get into an architect’s office 
in a very junior capacity and by sheer 
hard work in the office and at evening 
classes he can in due course fit himself 
to take the RIBA Examinations—but this 
way is both hard and slow. 

Let us assume that you are equipped 
and ready to start on the wild adventure. 
You must decide upon your course of 
action; you may be _ temperamentally 
suited to official work in the offices of a 
public authority and may feel that after 
the long years of architectural training 
as well as National Service you wish to 
have all the assurance of security that an 
official architect’s job has to offer. On 
the other hand, you may wish to get into 
a private office with a view to private 
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practice on your own account later on. 
This course is far more hazardous, but 
for many it is worth while to take the 
risk. If you are doubtful about the pros- 
pects in this country, or dislike the in- 
come tax arrangements, there are, of 
course, opportunities for both official and 
private architects overseas in Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and Africa. But 
conditions in these countries are different 
from those here; careful inquiries should 
be made before you go, and if you do 
you should be prepared to settle per- 
manently overseas. 

This together with the subject of quali- 
fying examinations is one of the matters 
which I hope.to discuss when I go on 
my trip with the Secretary next month— 
though we are not able to stop in Africa 
on this occasion. 


The Future 


Here in the British Isles we have prob- 
ably just passed the crest of a great 
building boom which was the result of a 
large accumulation of work following 
about ten years of restrictions. In fact a 
year or so ago it might be said that the 
building trade was suffering from a mild 
attack of apoplexy; builders and sub- 
contractors (and perhaps architects and 
quantity surveyors as well) had taken on 
more work than they could properly per- 
form in the stipulated time. There were 
shortages of labour, skilled labour in par- 
ticular, and certain materials in direct 
contrast to the state of affairs about five 
years previously. There is still a vast 
amount of building work to be done, but 
I think the Government realised that the 
pace had become rather too hot and in 
their efforts to check inflation they have 
reduced capital investment in building in 
certain directions by decree and also 
through the credit squeeze. How long 
this restrictive process will last and how 
far it will go are unknown. 

We are busily engaged in adapting our- 
selves to the new conditions in a fast- 
changing world. We may appear to be 
hesitant and cautious sometimes in 
absorbing new methods of construction, 
increased standardisation and new 
materials, nevertheless we are very much 
alive. We know that everything depends 
on our skill and on the public apprecia- 
tion of our efforts. 


Church Building 


Though not yet complete, an immense 
housing scheme has been carried out and 
is a source of universal admiration. The 
school building programme is_ well 
advanced and will be followed in due 
course by great hospital development, 
more technical schools and atomic power 
stations. The amount of industrial build- 
ing has been reduced during the past year 
but the figures are still substantial. This 
work is of the greatest importance 
economically in the increase of our 
manufactures. 

Church building is proceeding on quite 
a large scale having regard to the funds 
available and it may well be that 
Coventry Cathedral will become a land- 
mark in architectural development. 

It is often said that it is better to travel 
hopefully than to arrive; I am not at all 
sure that that is a true saying but in all 


the circumstances I do not see why you 
should not do both. 


A criticism of the designs submitted 
for the RIBA Prizes and Studentships, 
1957, was then given by Sir HuGH 
Casson, MA, FRIBA, RDI. This will be 
reported in our next issue. 


SOCIETIES 
RICS 
Welcoming New Members 


R. W. E. A. BULL, FRICS, president of 

the Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors, welcomed nearly 200 new members 
at a presentation ceremony held in London 
on February 1. This was the first of four 
such ceremonies which took place during the 
week. 

In his address. the president said: ‘ As 
one who was chairman of the Education 
Committee at the time the syllabus was last 
revised, I know how hard you all must have 
worked to defeat the examiners. Our pro- 
fession is one concerned with the land in 
some way or other which means that, un- 
fortunately for the candidates, there is a 
great deal of Government intervention.’ 
This, he added, was making their task more 
complicated year by year and it was becom- 
ing more and more difficult to acquire the 


complexity of knowledge necessary for 
qualifications as a surveyor. 
Continuing, Mr. Bull said: ‘You have 


become members of a great institution estab- 
lished nearly 90 years ago. In 1881 it was 
incorporated by Royal Charter, and in 1921 
received the Royal Patronage of HM the 
King. The RICS now has a membership of 
nearly 22,000. So you will see that it is an 
organisation really worth while belonging 
to. You have spent a great deal of time 
becoming members of this profession, and 
now you must learn to use the facts you 
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have got. In this the institution can h 
you a great deal.’ ep 
Mr. Bull then presented each of the 
members with his diploma and piety 
a few words with each recipient, oe 

Mr. W. Harvey Ellis, chairman Of the 


junior organisation, and Sir Alex: 
sans Xande 
Killick (secretary) also spoke. - 
IAAS 
London Branch Dinner 
HE = steady advance towards full 
recognition of the €xaminations of 


the Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors was referred to by Lt-Col 
A. E. Henson, TD, FRIBA, president 
the Association, at the annual dinner and 
dance of the London and Home Counties 
branch, held at the May Fair Hotel, London 
on February 1. Mr. G. R. C. Aylward 
FIAS, chairman of the branch, presided, 
_ Lt.-Cor. HENSON said that the [AAS was 
in a better position to-day than it had ever 
been. The opening of new headquarters 
in Belgrave-square last year had marked 
the beginning of a new phase in the history 
of the Association. The only thing now 
lacking was fuil recognition of its examina- 
tions; the fight to secure it went on con: 
tinuously, he declared. 

Lt.-Col. Henson was replying to the toast 
of ‘The Branch and the Association,’ pro- 
posed by Mr. J. O'Neill Ryan, vice-chair. 
man, LCC. Mr. O'NEILL RYAN spoke of 
the excellent work of the Association in 
serving the interests of the architectural 
and surveying professions for the past 32 
years. He spoke of the value of the Asso- 
ciation to the London County Council and 
local authorities generally; it provided them 
with well-trained technical staff without 
whom they could not carry on. 

The toast of ‘The Guests’ was proposed 
by Mr. G. R. C. Aylward, FIAS, and Lt.-Col 
G. W. Kirkland, MBE, M{StructE, vice- 
president, Institution of Structural Engineers, 
replied. 
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CROMWELL ROAD EXTENSION.—Shown above is a model of the proposed * two- 


level’ fly-over for the new Cromwell-road extension. Traffic experts state that the 

extension—now under construction at a cost of £4,000,000—will be a failure unless 

fly-overs are provided at the Eastern (Hammersmith) and Western (Chiswick) ends. 
The fly-overs would remove threatened bottle-necks at these points 
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THE BUILDER 


HIGHSTRUGTUR 


isa new 
and vital approach 
to multi-storey 


building methods 


It is an integration of certain principles— 
notably prefabrication, mechanical 
handling, and planned co-ordination of 
work—already proved by experience to 
make for very considerable savings in 
building time without loss of quality. 
Since time is the essence of economy in 
high building, Local Authority housing 


departments actively or potentially 





interested in high-building schemes will 
appreciate the benefits inherent in this 
system of construction, which can be applied 
in the form of complete, standard- 

design buildings or adapted by consultation 


to Local Authorities’ own designs. 


Detailed information is available on request. 
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Building and Civil Engineering Contractors 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 








CRAFTSMANSHIP 


THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 - BISHOPSGATE - E.C.2 


Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams : 
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Hat he could not help Wondering 
whether the building industry had 
not exaggerated its fears of a slump in 
huilding, was the view expressed by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, the Rt. HON. HENRY Brooke, MP, 
at the annual dinner of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, held in the Dorchester Hotel on 
January 29. The President, Mr. Nigel 
Hannen, BA, was in the chair. 

‘We surely are all at one in the con- 
viction that two years ago the economy 
of the nation was becoming overloaded, 
because We were trying to do too many 
desirable things all at once,’ continued 
the Minister, who added that he had had 
the honour of working at the Treasury 
immediately under Mr. Butler and then 
under Mr. Macmillan, and had watched 
with admiration the firm and often un- 
popular measures they both took to 
reduce the overload. 

‘Those measures have had success, 
but we are not out of the wood. We 
were told by some people that our actions 
were liable to cause vast unemployment 
and bring housebuilding to a stop. 

‘I want to announce to you and to 
the country that in the calendar year 
1956, despite all these gloomy prognosti- 
cations, the number of new houses and 
flats built reached 300,000 once again. 
We have now ended the general needs 
housing subsidy to local authorities, but 
J ask you to note that a vast volume of 
work lies ahead of us all in clearing the 
sums—something like a million slum 
tenements in Great Britain to be pulled 
down and replaced by modern houses. 

‘Nothing in political life and work is 
nearer my heart than to help to see 
that there are the right sort of homes in 
which parents can bring up children. We 
are not at that goal yet, but in the past 
five years since the man who is now 
Prime Minister became Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, we can 
all be deeply proud that nearly 14 million 
new houses and flats have been put up 
which means in human terms that 
between four million and five million of 
our fellow-citizens have had the chance 
{0 move into new modern homes. 

Meeting a Challenge 

‘In all this there must be partnership, 
and | hope that the building industry 
will co-operate until the housing problem 
in this country is solved. This is a chal- 
lenge to the industry, for its resources 
are stretched and we shall only survive 
if We strain every nerve to reduce cost. 
We must develop techniques of flat build- 
ing and use co-operation from the earliest 
Stage between architects and builders and 
local authorities.’ 

In a reference to the Rent Bill, the 
Minister said that we must not forget 
that pride in property was a quality 
which should be resuscitated. On the 
question of design, we should apply to 
this modern age the lessons of propor- 
tion and good design which had been the 
Pride of past generations. 





, 6 . ’ 
Fears of a Slump ‘ Exaggerated 
yk. BROOKE'S COMMENTS TO NATIONAL FEDERATION 


In his response THE PRESIDENT, wel- 
coming the Minister, said that it was well 
known that he was well versed in the 
problems both of local government and 
of housing, and they looked forward to 
working with him and of enjoying the 
benefits of his first-hand experience of 
those problems gained in the LCC. 

Associated with the toast was Her 
Majesty’s Government, said the Presi- 
dent. ‘Truth to tell, we do not like any 
Government; we are builders, born of 
free enterprise and, like other problem 
children, controls produce in us disorders 
more difficult to cure than those for 
which they, were applied. We are not 
spoilt children, and we do not cry much 
when we are chastised with an inflexible 
green belt, or punished with an imposi- 
tion such as fixed price tendering. We 
are soon all smiles again and ready to 
boast of our kind and helpful parents. 
We have found opportunity to commend 


your predecessor, Mr. Duncan Sandys, 


on his courage in introducing the Rent 
Bill, and we trust that statesmen will see 
it through, rather than politicians.’ 
Fixed Price Tendering 
Turning to more technical matters the 
President stated that lack of information 
at the start of a contract and changes 
as the work proceeded were certain 
causes of uneconomical working, high 
costs and delays. ‘They are,’ he said, 
‘the main reasons for a_ charge of 
inefliciency being refuted. The industry 
accepted the experiment in fixed price 
tendering because it recognises the im 
portance of planning in advance, which 
is an essential part of each contract so 
let. Advisory committees and working 
parties have repeatedly made it the prin- 
cipal theme of their report; some archi- 
tects do even plan in advance. In the 
uncertain conditions of the present time 
there is a serious threat to pre-planning, 
but if the Government will look ahead 
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there is also an opportunity to advance 
the practice. 

“The time is near when the credit 
squeeze will make its full impact on the 
industry. We have not sought to evade 
our share in combating the financial 
difficulties of the country, but we say 
now is the time to start preparing for 
the future and getting projects on to the 
drawing boards, so that when the crisis 
is mastered there will be work ready 
planned in all respects to be fed to the 
industry. Only thereby can recession and 
major dislocation be averted.’ 


PRIBA’s Tour 


Responding to the toast of the Guests, 
happily proposed by Mr. LEONARD 
WaLpeN, FIOB (Senior Vice-President), 
Mr. KENNETH M. B. Cross, MA, Presi- 
dent of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, referred to the impending 
visit by the Secretary RIBA and himself 
to Singapore, Malaya, Australasia and the 
United States. He said that it was their 
hope to knit closer together the Institute’s 
allied societies in the fast-developing 
Commonwealth countries. : 

Those present included : 


Lord Ashcombe; Mrs. Henry Brooke; Sir 
Richard and Lady Coppock; Sir Maurice and 
Lady Dean; Sir Harold and Lady Emmerson ; 
M. and Mme Paul Ducret; Mr. and Mrs. J. H 
Forshaw; Sir Robert and Lady Fraser; Sir 
Irederick Leggett; Major-General and Mrs. C. 
Lloyd; Sir Edward Muir; Sir Edward Ritson ; 
Sir Graham and Lady Savage; Sir Eric and 
Lady Seal; Dame Evelyn Sharp; Sir Percy 
Thomas; Mrs. L. A. Walden; Sir Jonah 
Walker-Smith ; Sir Bruce and Lady Wycherley ; 
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. E. Airey; Mr. and Mrs. 
C. H. J. Aldworth; Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Austin- 
Smith; Mr. and Mrs. G. Banks; Mr. and Mrs. 
P. H. Bates; Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Beazley; 
M. W. Bennitt; Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Bird; Mr. 
and Mrs. R. H. Braybon; Mr. and Mrs. W. D. 


Bryant; Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Chapman; D. N. 
Chester; Mr. and Mrs. Howard A. Close; Mr. 
ind Mrs. H. E. Comben; Mr. and Mrs. H. 


Conolly ; Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Davidson; Mr. 
and Mrs. W. A. de Vigier; Mr. and Mrs. C 
G. Drewitt; Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Fairhead ; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Falkus; Mr. and Mrs. 
N. S. Farrow; Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Flitton; 
Mr. and Mrs. P. C. Ford; W. H. Forsdike ; 
Mr. and Mrs. K. C. F. Foster; Mr. and Mrs. 
R. H. Francis; Mr. and Mrs. Harvey G. Frost ; 
Mr. and Mrs. B, J. Garrett; S. R. Gerdes; 





THE PRESIDENT, Mr. Nigel Hannen, proposes the toast of * Her Majesty's 
Government. On his right the Rt. Hon. Henry Brooke, MP, Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, and on his left Mr. K. M. B. Cross, MA, PRIBA 
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MR. LEONARD WALDEN, President Elect, proposing the toast of * The Guests. 

On his right are Mrs. Walden, Sir Edward Ritson, Dame Evelyn Sharp, Permanent 

Secretary, Ministry of Housing and Local Government, Mr. M. H. Thackray, Chairman, 
Quantity Surveyors Committee, RICS, and Mrs. Thackray 


Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Grosvenor: Mr. and Mrs. 
S. F.S. Hearder:; Mr. and Mrs. J. B. T. Hender- 
son; Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Henman; Mr. and 
Mrs. G. A. Hill ;-A. M. Holbein; Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Horsfall; Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Howard: 
Mr. and Mrs. R. W. B. Howarth: Mr. and 
Mrs. C. P. Howells; Mr. and Mrs. S. Hudson: 
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. A. Hughes; Mr. and Mrs. 
S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall; Mr. and Mrs. I. 
Ernest Jones; Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Jones; Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Kean; Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Laing; 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Leighton: Mr. and Mrs. Ian 
M. Leslie; Mr. and Mrs. K. Lindy; Mr. and 
Mrs. E. G. Llewellyn: R. O. Lloyd; Mr. and 
Mrs. ‘Norman Longley; Mr. and Mrs. P. H. P. 
Lovell; D. C. Mallam; Mr. and Mrs. G. S. 
Neal; Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Neale: Mr. and 
Mrs. H. S. Oddie; Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Ogle- 
Skan; Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Woodbine Parish: 
Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Pearson: Mr. and Mrs. 
R. E. Perrott; Mr. and Mrs. T. V. Prosser: 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Pitt Robbins; Mr. and Mrs. 
D. C. C. Roberts: Mr. and Mrs. J. Ian Robert- 
son; Mr. and Mrs. C. Gordon Rowlands: Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Russon; Mr. and Mrs. C. R. 
Setter; Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Smith; C. D. 
Spragg; Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Stenning: Mr. 
and Mrs. A. C. V. Telling: Mr. and Mrs. M. 
H. Thackray; Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Train; Mr. 
and Mrs. P. E. Trench; M. Van Westerborg: 
Mr. and Mrs. F. Leslie Wallis: Mr. and Mrs. 
N. H. Wails: Mr. and Mrs. N. E. Wates; Mr. 
and Mrs. R. W. Wates. and Mr. and Mrs. 
R. W. Whittington. 


Seventy-ninth Annual 
General Meeting 


HE seventy-ninth annual meeting of 
the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers was held in London 
on January 30 with the retiring presi- 
dent, Mr. Nigel Hannen, in the chair. 
Discussion on the annual report (sum- 
marised in The Builder of February 1) 
was notable this year for its brevity, 
delegates to the meeting from the various 
régions apparently being satisfied with 
their executives handling of the industry’s 
problems in the past year and content to 
leave the problems of the moment to the 
wisdom of the Council. *Not even petrol 
and fuel oil rationing produced any dis- 
cussion. 
Before presenting the report, Mr. 
HANNEN, in the course of a short speech, 
said that the Federation’s two chief 


anxieties at the moment were finance—an 
old enemy—and fuel—a_ comparatively 
new one. 

As regards the former, said Mr. 
Hannen, * we know that its effect is being 
increasingly felt, particularly by our 
smaller members and by those members 
who build houses for sale. The order 
books of the former are, in many cases, 
considerably less full than they should be, 
whilst the latter not only face a shrink- 
ing market, but have difficulty in financ- 
ing development for that market. The 
outlook for the future is far from bright. 
Architects and quantity surveyors have 
less work in their offices and all the signs 
are that the squeeze is more likely to 
tighten than relax, and unless action is 
taken to release more work between now 
and the autumn, unemployment may by 
then begin to.occur and to go on increas- 
ing. 

* As regards fuel, it was clear when the 
rationing scheme started that, in the case 
of petrol, Regional Transport Com- 
missioners were not aware of our special 
position. Most of them, therefore, were 
refusing to issue supplementary coupons 
for ‘C’ licensed vehicles, and in particular 
those of one ton and under. Thanks to 
the work of the Fuel Emergency Com- 
mittee, appointed at our suggestion by 
the Minister of Works, the atmosphere 
has improved considerably, and supple- 
mentary rations will now be issued as 
final assessments, which will be made in 
such a way as to enable our members to 
plan ahead. As soon as the relation of 
final assessments to normal requirements 
is known, the committee will prepare for 
the information of Ministers a memoran- 
dum reviewing the position and making 
recommendations for any further action 
which might be necessary. 

“The committee concentrated in the 
first place on petrol for ‘C’ licensed 
vehicles, but it has not overlooked the 
difficulties experienced in getting adequate 
supplies for cars. 

“We have made considerable progress 
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in the educational field,’ the speaker con- 
tinued, ‘and I should like, in particular 
to congratulate those regions who have 
arranged, or are arranging, to hold 
residential courses for foremen and 
others responsible for management, As | 
said at Cambridge last week, | am con. 
vinced that such courses are essential jf 
we are to keep pace with other industries, 
The National Federation will, I know 
take its part in the good work—possibly 
through the Building Advisory Service. 

“As regards contracts, we have been 
unable to persuade the Minister of Works 
to discontinue, whilst the petrol crisis 
continues, his limited experiment in fixed 
price tendering, but our representations 
that the experiment should not be ex- 
tended have been more successful. 

‘As regards the industrial relations the 
main issue to be settled is the claim of 
the operatives for an increase in wages of 
4d. per hour in addition to the Id. re. 
cently agreed under the cost-of-living 
sliding scale. As the issue is now before 
the National Joint Council, and is there- 
fore sub judice, | shall say no more than 
that the events of the last few months 
have done nothing to strengthen what has 
always seemed to me to be a weak case. 

‘To sum up. We begin 1957 faced by 
the serious difficulties caused by the 
shortages of finance and fuel, the full 
effects of which have yet to be ex- 
perienced. It is, therefore, more impor- 
tant than ever for us to intensify the 
efforts we have already made, and are 
making, to increase productivity and 
reduce costs. We must improve our 
arrangements, including residential 
courses for management, for the train- 
ing of all grades in the industry. We must 
make even more use of mechanisation 
and we must apply more widely the 
results of the valuable work being carried 
out by the Building Research Station. 
And I hope that the good work of the 
Regional Safety Committee will result in 
a substantial reduction in the number of 
accidents.’ Mr. Hannen then presented 
the annual report. 


The Credit Squeeze 


The first item to be raised on the report 
related to the credit squeeze. A Southend- 
on-Sea member said that East Anglia was 
already getting short ef work, especially 
in the north of the area, and he urged 
that the Federation should do all in its 
power to alleviate these difficulties by 
keeping the facts constantly before the 
Government. It seemed to him that it was 
the small and medium builders who had 
got the Government out of their difficul- 
ties by building 300,000 houses a year, 
and the credit squeeze was a poor recom- 
pense for them. He thought also that the 
Government should see that there was a 
more equitable distribution of building 
work throughout the country. | 

On the subject of labour relations, MR. 
STEPHEN Hupson, chairman of the 
National Joint Council, said that in regard 
to the 4d. claim the NFBTE was unable 
to see any justification for a further 
increase in wages, beyond the Id. cost- 
of-living increase already agreed. Con- 
tinuing, he said that as time went by new 
techniques and new methods of building 
were going to lead to problems that 
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would be very difficult to solve. It was 
encouraging to note, however, that on 
the NJC, at national level, great efforts 
were made by both sides to resolve these 
difficulties. 

Mr. Hudson said that the report of the 
inquiry into the general wages structure 
of the building industry that was under- 
taken ‘within our own ranks’ would 
soon be before the NFBTE Council for 
study. While he was sure that a great 
deal that was of interest would-come out 
of it, he thought that the * bedrock basis ’ 
of the wages structure might be found to 
be sound. 

Mr. N. S. FARROW (London) spoke of 
the ‘great upsurge of interest in training 
for management’ that was being shown 
up and down the country, and those 
responsible for arranging courses on the 
subject were, he said, being inundated 
by requests to attend conferences. He 
thought that an appropriate committee 
should sort things out as no doubt in the 
next year or two there would be great 
confusion over the * plethora of courses.” 

Apprenticeship 

On the subject of apprenticeship, Mr. 
F. M. SLEEMAN, CBE (Exeter), said he 
wanted to draw the attention of the meet- 
ing to the real necessity to see that there 
was adequate recruitment to the industry. 

Support for the appeal for funds to 


help the City and Guilds of London 
Institute continue its good work on 


behalf of the industry was urged by Mr. 
D. E. WoopBiINE PariIsH (London), who 
said that, despite the Duke of Edin- 
burgh’s appeal for this good cause, the 
degree of interest shown in _ the 
appeal by ordinary members had been 
‘quite lamentable.’ Mr. Parish urged the 
National Federation’s Regions and 
Districts to lend al! their support to the 
appeal. The sum of Id. a week per em- 
ployee would, if set aside, meet the 
Institute’s needs, he said. 

Complaints about alleged excessive 
charges for water supplies for building 
were made by a Bristol speaker. He 
referred to a letter from a water board 
in which it was openly stated that the 
charges for water imposed on a builder 
were not intended only to cover the 
actual cost of the water supplied, but 
were intended to be a capital charge to 
help with the financing of new works and 
mains. This, said the speaker, was a 
‘dangerous principle,’ and he urged that 
the Federation should pursue the ques- 
tion of fair charges for water for build- 
ing with the British Waterworks Federa- 
tion. MR. NORMAN LONGLEY (Crawley) 
said that the executive committee was 
always pleased to have full particulars 
of any such case. An Eastbourne speaker 
said that the NFBTE should give legal 
support to members involved. 

Election of Officers 

After the annual report and accounts 
had been adopted, Mr. L. A. Walden was 
formally installed as president. Mr. C. P. 
Howells (of Caerphilly) was elected 
Stnior vice-president and Mr. T. V. 
Prosser (Liverpool) junior vice-president. 
Mr. Norman Longley, CBE, was re- 
elected honorary treasurer. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 


Figures for 1956 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that the 
number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during December was 27,771 compared 


with 28,450 in December, 1955. 


during 1956 was 300,225 compared with 316,995 in 1955. 


were : 


The number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain 


Detailed figures at the end of December 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 





Post-war 
total to 
Dec. 31 in 


1956 December 

By PuBLIC AUTHORITIES 
Local authoritiest 1,832,043 16,135 
Housing associations iat 39,837 295 
Government departments... 61,773 614 
ToTal 1,933,653 17,044 
By Private BUILDERS 606,222 10,727 
Toral 2,539,875 27,771 


GREAT BRITAIN 


Completions 


ENGLAND AND WALES 





—|———— 
Post-war 


| ' 
Completions total to | Completions | Completions 


in 1956 to Dec. 31, in in 1956 to 

Dec. 31 1956 | December | Dec. 31 
166,267 1,572,479 | 13,173 | 139,977 

2.666 38.605 | 239 | 2,518 

7,131 56.332 476 6.644 
176,064 1,667,416 | 13,888 | 149,139 
124,161 | 584316 | 9,852 | 119,585 
300,225 | 2,251,732 | 23,740 | 268,724 





PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 





GREAT BRITAIN 


Under | Under 
construction 


at 


Dec. 31 

By PUBLIC AUTHORITIES 
Local authoritiest ... 170,548 179,727 
Housing associations 1,780 2.161 
Government departments 6,969 7,334 
Toral 179,297 189,222 
By Private BUILDERS 86,073 92,642 

| . ans 

TOTAL 265.370 281,864 


construction | 


at 
Sept. 30 


ENGLAND AND WALES 





ee ee — 





Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction | construction | construction 

| at | a at at 

} June 30 Dec. 31 Sept. 30 | June 30 

181,982 137,147 145,243 148,217 

} 2,416 | 1,665 2,067 2,300 

7,762 6,591 6,838 7,198 

192,160 | 145,403 154,148 =| = 157,715 

95,061 | 82,672 88,914 | 91,643 

| 287,221 | 228,075 | 243,062 «| 249,358 





CLEARANCE OF UNFIT AND OTHER HOUSES: ENGLAND AND WALES 





NUMBER OF HOUSES: 
In clearance areas submitted 
In clearance orders confirmed at 
In compulsory purchase orders confirmed 
Demolished or closed ~ we ace 
NUMBER OF PERSONS : 
In clearance areas submitted 
In clearance orders confirmed oa ae 
In compulsory purchase orders confirmed 
Moved from houses demolished or closed ... 














Fourth Total since 
quarter, 1956 1955 April 1 
1945 

10,774 44,470 20,660 ~- 
1,948 6,505 3,053 14,870 
6,167 18,864 | 12,304 41,091 
t 24,987§ 25,229 147,024 

35,066 137,677 66,137 — 
5,096 17,736 9,072 42,052 
18,171 | 56,981 44,015 134,987 
t | T1L,191§ 75,918 455,846 





* Cmd. 65 Housing Return for England and Wales. 
* Cmd. 66 Housing Return for Scotland. 


HM Stationery Office, price 6d. ; 
HM Stationery Office, price Is. ; 


post free, 74d. 
post free, Is. i}d. 


+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 


t Not yet available. 
§ January to September. 





HOUSING STATISTICS 
North Country Builds Cheapest 


THE HOUSING STATISTICS for England and 
Wales published by the Institute’ of 
Municipal Treasurers and Accountants 
show that North Country local authori- 
ties in 1955-56 built the cheapest 
houses and charged the lowest rents. Batley 
Corporation built the cheapest houses—the 
two-bedroomed type—on a number of its 
estates at an average cost of £1,000 each. 
In 1956 rising costs lifted the price over 
that figure for the traditional red-brick 
houses which have a through living-room 
and kitchen downstairs and two double 
bedrooms and bathroom upstairs. Building 
of these houses was carried out both by 
contract and direct labour. 

The Batley houses cost nearly £400 less 
than the two-bedroom types in Leeds, while 





the dearest two-bedroom houses built during 
the period under review were at Southgate 
(London), at £1,810. The average rent for 
the Batley houses is 14s. 10d. per week. 


Summer School at Oxford 


Arrangements have been made by the 
Town and Country Planning Summer 
School organising committee, under the 
presidency of Sir George Pepler, CB. 
PPTPI, for the 1957 school to be held at 
Oxford from September 2-7. The form of 
the programme will foilow that of previous 
years. The principal lectures will be 
limited to one per day and will be given by 
authoritative speakers on matters of cur- 
rent planning interest. Fee for the school 
is 10 gns., non-residents 4 gns. Details 
from A. R. Potter, secretary, 18 Ashley- 
place, SWI. 
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THE RENT BILL 
Operatives’ Protest 
To the Editor of The Builder 


4 {R,—At a National Executive Council 
meeting of the Amalgamated Union 

of Building Trade Workers, held on 
February 1, I was asked to write to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, the Rt. Hon. Henry Brooke, MP, 
protesting about the way in which the 
Government intends to speed the passing 
of the Rent Bill now before the House of 
Commons. I append a copy of the letter. 


G. H. Lowrtuian [MBE], 
General Secretary, AUBTW. 
‘The Builders,’ 
Clapham Common, SW4. 


Copy 


Rt. Hon. Henry Brooke, MP, 

Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, 
House of Commons, SWI. 

Dear Sir,—On behalf of my Executive 
Council I must protest most strongly at the 
Government’s recently announced intention 
to curtail discussion on the Rent Bill by 
use of the ‘ guillotine.’ 

The Government must surely be aware of 
the extensive opposition to this Bill from 
people of all political parties. It was to 
be expected, therefore, that serious recon- 
sideration of this measure would have taken 
place. Instead the Government has reacted 
by taking action to push this Bill through 
the House of Commons even more speedily. 

Apart from the provision giving increased 
rents for houses still controlled, my Execu- 
tive is particularly concerned about the 
proposal to decontrol all houses over a 
certain rateable value. This we believe to 
be only the preliminary to releasing all 
houses from control and leaving tenants 
without protection for the first time in many 
years. 

My Council particularly desires to draw 
your attention to the fact that the Rent Bill 
will inevitably mean a rise in the cost of 
living, approximately estimated at two and 
a half points on the Index of Retail Prices. 
It seems paradoxical, therefore, for the 
Government to be taking this step at a time 
when its declared economic policy is for a 
‘plateau of stability’ on prices and profits. 
The Rent Bill will inevitably mean that such 
a policy cannot be achieved. 

In view of these factors my Executive 
Council urgently requests the Government 
to withdraw the Rent Bill now before the 
House of Commons. 


‘Incentive to Improve Property’ 

Major L. Korman, president of the 
Southern Counties Region of the Federation 
of Master Builders. speaking at the annual 
dinner of the Cardiff Branch on February 1, 
said that the Rents Bill, now before Parlia- 
ment, was of particular concern to builders. 
“In all the arguments,’ he said, ‘about the 
partial decontrol of the better class pro- 
perties—and I speak as a layman here—I 
think we are in danger of forgetting one 
very important feature of this bill, namely, 
the incentive it would give to owners to im- 
prove their property. Maybe the tenants of 
the higher value houses should have more 
security of tenure, but the main outlines of 
the Bill do offer the owners of rented pro- 
perty an opportunity to obtain fair rents in 
return for keeping the houses in good repair. 

‘However,’ Major Korman: continued, ‘I 
would not like it thought that we are only 


interested in maintaining older property. We 
still have much to do to provide decent new 
homes for the people. It may be that the 
coming year will be a little more hopeful 
than we first thought, for the building socie- 
ties have indicated that they expect to start 
lending again for private house building. 
The financial side of new housing seems a 
little better, therefore, and. with the slowing 
down of commercial building the labour 
should be available for a reasonably high 
output of new houses.’ 

There was one aspect, however, which 
worried him, namely, the land available. 
Instead, he suggested, of private builders 
competing with local authorities (a very 
unequal fight), there should be more co- 
operation, more long term planning, more 
consultation on the land available, and the 
best means of developing it. 


OBITUARY 
L. T. Moore, MC, FRIBA 


\ YE regret to announce the death, on 

January 29, of Mr. Leslie T. Moore, 
MC, FRIBA. Born in 1883, he was articled 
to Sir Robert W. Edis and was _ later 
appointed Architect to the Dean and 
Chapter, Peterborough Cathedral, and to 
Chesterfield Parish Church, He was nephew 
to the late Temple Moore. 

Mr. Moore won several competitions, in- 
cluding Axminster Cottage Hospital, Staines 
Cottage Hospital, Selby Hospital and the 
Church of St. Hilda, Sheffield. Among his 
works were houses at Surrey, Hampstead and 
Stony Stratford; churches at Hull and Castle- 
ton; war memorials, including the Leicester- 
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shire Regimental Memorial at St. Martin’s 
Pro. Cathedral, Leicester, and many hospitals 
throughout the country. 

Francis Bagnall Yorke, FRIBA 

We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Francis W. Bagnall Yorke, FRIBA, FSA. 
on January 28, at the age of 77. 

Articled in 1894, Mr. Yorke studied at 
Birmingham Central School of Art. He 
commenced practice in 1908. Among his 
works were People’s Hall, Redditch, Insti- 
tutional Church, Warley, Kineton War 
Memorial and many others including blocks 
of shops, offices and factories. 


E. H. Beale, ARIBA 
Ir 1S with regret that we announce the 
death of Mr. Edward H. Beale, ARIBA, 
who died on January 30 at the age of 6§, 
He was a Justice of the Peace for Sussex. 


L. Hf. Fewster, LRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, which 
occurred suddenly on February 1, of Mr. 
Lionel Hugo Fewster, LRIBA, principal of 
the firm of Lionel H. Fewster & Partners. 
of 22, Conduit-street, W1. 








Atomic Research Station, Dorset 

The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has granted planning permis- 
sion for the development of a 688-acre site 
at Winfrith Heath, Dorset, as an atomic 
energy research station. The application, 
which was made to Dorset County Council 
by the UK Atomic Energy Authority, was 
referred to the Minister for decision. A 
public inquiry into the proposal was opened 
on January 8 and lasted four days. 





A BAILEY BRIDGE, put to a new use on a building site in Thavies Inn, Ec\. It is 

required to give access for fire engines and other vehicles, and replaces a — 

temporarily demolished. While the bridge is in position, the contractors, Gilbert-As , 

Ltd., will carry out construction work both under and over the structure. qT he building 

will form an office block of five and nine storeys. The architects are Lewis Solomon, Son 

& Joseph, the engineers S. H. & D. E. White, and the quantity surveyors Baker, Mallett 
& Partners 


February 
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HOPE’S WINDOWS 


FROM 
SMETHWICK 











Ascension Island, South Atlantic Ocean 
18th August, 1956 


ue we are using HOPE’S Windows and Doors throughout and I 
write to say that we are extremely pleased with the result. 

All native labour employed on these works are St. Helenian 
men and for some it was their first experience of metal windows 
and doors, and the first time of same being fitted on this 
Island. The men were most surprised at the ease of fixing 
and the amount of labour saved against the normal practice of 
making same of wood which are subject here to the ravages of 
the active White Ant. 


E. G. Elkerton, Clerk of Works 99 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD., BIRMINGHAM, LONDON AND NEW YORK 
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THE NAUTILUS stands only 2ft. 3in. high and occupies less 
than 20in. square of floor space. But beneath its clean good 
looks is an engineering job rated at 30,000 B.Th.U./hr. for 
central heating and hot water.* That means hot water for a 
much-bigger-than-average household and 70—80 sq. ft. of 
radiating surface. Or it will centrally heat the whole of a fair-sized 
house with up to 130 sq. ft. of radiating surface. Other points 
your clients will like about this automatic boiler include crusher 
bars (only the Nautilus has them) which grind everything 
that won’t burn down to ash and thus make raking unnecessary 
...and a variable thermostat that watches fuel consumption 
like a miser. Write for technical information sheets. 


Radiation 
NAUTILUS 


AUTOMATIC BOILER 


NAUTILUS 
the little 
boiler 

with the 
BIG output 


* Top of its class in section J(ii) 
of the List of Recommended 
Domestic Solid Fuel Appliances 
published by the Coal Utilisation 
Council and the Smokeless Solid 
Fuels Federation. 
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RADIATION GROUP SALES LTD. PARK FOUNDRY, BELPER, NR. DERBY 
PIONEERS OF SMOKE REDUCTION 
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PROBLEMS FOR THE OPERATIVES 


From a Labour Correspondent 


THE National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives has found it 
necessary tO convene a special Policy 
Conference in London (February 13-14), 
of the executive committees of it affili- 
ated unions. Such conferences are not 
without precedent but they are rare and 
are held for the purpose of dealing with 
specific issues which are deemed to re- 
quire major and undivided attention. 
Unlike the ordinary Annual Conference 
of the NFBTO (which is composed of 
limited delegations from the unions plus 
three delegates each from the Federation 
Regional Councils) the agendas of special 
policy conferences are drafted by the 
Federation Executive Committee, and the 
proceedings are not intended as a sound- 
ing board nor for the public declaration 
of long-term aims. They are, in the 
strictest sense of the term, business meet- 
ings, Where the central leadership desires 
to test Opinion on certain questions and 
to obtain a warrant for its subsequent 
actions. 

Apart from the undertakings in the 
written constitution of the NFBTO, the 
affliated trades unions” are not 
necessarily committed by the resolutions 
taken at the annual conference; it is 
almost unknown for them to act con- 
trary to such resolutions but they 
jealously guard their right to demur. The 
precise point, therefore, in holding special 
EC conferences is to obtain unanimity on 
narrowly confined issues and to commit 
the unions to a declared policy on those 
issues. 

Items for Discussion 


The present conference is understood 
to present four main items for discussion : 
the sliding scale agreement; the 40-hour 
week; an industrial pensions scheme; and 
the five-day week. Each of these issues 
is of major import but it can be said 
that the first—sliding scale—has arisen 
through the action of the Government in 
striking a new datum for the Retail Prices 
Index. The existing sliding scale is geared 
to the 1947 (June) base of 100 and pro- 
vides for 4d. per hour increase for each 
three points rise, provided such rise is 
an average figure for the previous 12 
months prior to assessment. 

The change in the index necessitates 
another look at the arithmetic involved 
and it has been suggested from the 
employers’ side of the industry that a 
l2-monthly average shift of two points 
should be matched by 4d. per hour 
adjustment, up or down. This means 
that for each two point rise in the index 
there would be approximately one per 
cent. rise in the standard wage rate, a 
Position not unlike the present 10-year- 
old arrangement where a three per cent. 
tse in the index produces a one-and-a- 
half per cent rise in wages. The fact that if 
Prices continue to rise the operatives 
would not be satisfied with a sliding scale 
adjustment of half of the real rise does 
not seem to deter either side, it being 
apparently considered that the discrep- 
ancy affords bargaining room and a 
measure of flexibility. 


Another point which is often made by 
the operatives’ leaders is that basic rate 
increases (i.e., those in addition to the 
sliding scale), are less susceptible to 
removal should prices fall. This is quite 
true but its practical value has not been 
witnessed since the early *30s and it is 
not easy to envisage a return to deflation 
after a quarter of a century of inflation. 
It would seem, then, that this question is 
unlikely to produce intractability,and that 
the tacit understanding between both sides 
that there should be no accurate gearing 
of the wage rate to the Government 
figures will be continued. 

The principle of the 40-hour week has 
been embraced by the operatives for 
many years. At regular intervals it has 
been carefully exhibited and re-polished 
by speeches and resolutions at the con- 
ferences and, whilst the platform seldom 
offers resistance, it usually points out that 
the hours question is linked with TUC 
policy....‘ this important matter is under 
constant review...., or, “we have to 
consider its relation to the general 
economic position.’ At any rate until now 
it has not been regarded as an immediate 
issue. 


A Five-day Week 


However, the prospect of redundancy 
and a measure of unemployment has 
evidently had the effect of advancing the 
application date for a reduction in the 
standard working week, and the question 
before the operatives is its form of 
presentation. Hitherto the argument has 
consistently included the proposition that 
the standard wage rate should be raised 
so as to produce the same total for. a 
40-hour week as for a 44-hour week; 
that would not necessarily be the shape 
of the actual submission, but it would be 
hard to persuade union leaders to accept 
responsibility for a negotiated reduction 
in earnings. They have always been 
conscious of the need for correct timing 
in this move; at the same time they 
appreciate the obloquy attendant to the 
accusation that the purpose of reducing 
the standard working week is to render 
Saturdays wholly premium paid. 

As if to underline the difficulties of 
securing the 40-hour week the conference 
is to consider, as a separate matter, the 
five-day week. A growing proportion of 
building operatives are already engaged 
on a five-day week. This is in factory 
maintenance, local authority employ- 
ment, and the like; in fact, outside the 
curtilage of the NJC Agreement the 
pressure has been consistently towards 
the principle, and this is caused by the 
agreements established by other trades 
such as engineering grades whose trade 
unions have not-.been subjected to the 
inhibition of a policy which seeks to 
maintain premium rates after 8 hours’ 
work in any one day. 

Thus many building operatives are 
working nine hours per day, Monday to 
Thursday, at plain time rates and this has 
been accepted without much demur. It 
is this development which may condition 
the Executive’s minds when they are 
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called upon to declare where they stand 
on the issue. Apposite to the question 
is the recent special ruling of the NJC 
that during the oil crisis it is permissible 
to work the full normal hours of the 
week in five days without overtime rates. 
Events, therefore, may overtake the old 
policies in relation to this particular 
matter. What was considered at one time 
to be sacrilege may become respectable. 

An industrial pensions scheme was first 
mooted two years ago at the NFBTO 
Bournemouth conference. It was in the 
form of a simple, enabling resolution 
which requested the EC to examine the 
proposal. Apart from an exceedingly 
well-informed speech by Sir Richard 
Coppock there was little debate, the 
motion being adopted with no opposition 
though with a certain amount of reserva- 
tion as to its eventual shape. 

The executives have now to address 
themselves to the questions of how and 
when. The ‘how’ of the matter must 
obviously include whether the scheme 
should be contributory or non-contribu- 
tory, and whether its operation should 
be purely industrial—that is, whether it 
would be preferable to run things on the 
lines of the Holidays with Pay Scheme or 
to hand the matter to an insurance 
corporation. It is unlikely that the 
employers’ organisation would agree to a 
non-contributory scheme and, indeed, 
there are certain advantages to the 
operatives if they have a financial stake 
in the venture. It has been loosely 
adumbrated that a joint contribution of 
5s. each from employer and operative 
would be appropriate and on this basis 
a sum of £25m. per annum would accrue. 

The size of the undertaking would 
obviously be considerable. In four years 
the controlling authority would be 
administrating on a sum of £100m., 
which would be adequate to stand on its 
own feet. One result of an investment 
on this scale would be to encourage 
stability of the labour force, and this 
may influence the minds of the employ- 
ers when, and if, they come seriously to 
consider the problem. ; 

In the course of a few days, then, the 
operatives may be taking decisions which 
could well be of profound significance to 
the future of the industry. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


+x Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder, 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





Hartow, 1957, 
Guide. (Harlow: 
Price 3s. 6d. 


PLUMBING IN BUILDING. By Sydney Web- 
ster. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd) Price 


2S. 


Official Handbook and 
Shenval Press, Ltd.) 


PENSION SCHEMES AND RETIREMENT BENE- 
FITs. By Gordon A. Hosking. (London: 
Sweet and Maxwell, Ltd.) Price 42s. 

Sixty Post-War CuHuRCHES. (London: 
The Incorporated Church Building Society.) 
Price 10s. 6d. 
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MAIDSTONE BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


New Methods of Design and 
Construction 


A’ BUILDING exhibition and open week, 
é organised jointly by the Ministry of 
Works and Maidstone Technical College, 
will be opened at the College on Thursday, 
February 21, at 2.30 p.m. by the Mayor of 
Maidstone, Clr. F. L. Wallis, OBE, P-PIOB. 

The Ministry of Works will have five 
separate displays, showing the possibilities 
of scope and advancement open to new 
entrants to the building industry; new 
methods of building design and construction; 
good and bad practice in plumbing; ancient 
monuments in Great Britain; and the work 
of the Technical Information Service of the 
Ministry. 

Other exhibitors will show clay products, 
pitch fibre pipes, timber, plastics, structural 
insulation, plumbing, flooring, windows, 
precision surveying instruments, plasticisers, 
portable power tools and colour in buildings. 

Development associations, public utility 
boards, building contractors, federations and 
the professions will all be exhibiting. 

There will be three cinema shows each 
day on a wide range of subjects related to 
building and civil engineering. Workshops 
open throughout the exhibition will present 
a scene of continuous activity in all trades 
in which instruction is given, with demon- 
strations by manufacturers and suppliers. 

Craft courses at the College include brick- 
work, carpentry and joinery, woodcutting 
machinery, plumbing, painting and decorat- 
ing. Courses are also offered in quantity 
surveying, for National Building Certificates, 
and for City and Guilds of London Institute 
Certificates. 

After the opening ceremony on Febru- 
ary 21, the exhibition will be open daily 
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. until Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 26 (except Sunday, February 24). There 
will be no charge for admission. The 
college is on the Tonbridge Road, A26, and 
is well served by rail and bus. 


MULTI-STOREY 
BLOCKS 


Glasgow MO’s Anxiety 


FEARS FoR the health of families to be 
rehoused in multi-storey blocks in certain 
areas of Glasgow, are expressed by Dr. 
WILLIAM A. Horne, medical officer of health 
for the city, in his annual report. 

Referring to the possible consequences of 
high density redevelopment, he says: ‘It 
would now appear that these planned den- 
sities can be obtained only by the construc- 
tion of multi-storey houses without through 
ventilation. This deterioration in the internal 
design of dwelling houses, which is also 
occurring in certain other places, is causing 
anxiety in the public health field.’ 

In view of the present multi-storey 
development in Toryglen and the planning 
for the redevelopment of Hutchesontown 
-Gorbals, where it is proposed to build 
3,500 houses, fully half of which will be 
in blocks of 10 storeys and over, Dr, Horne’s 
comments are significant. There will be 25 
multi-storey blocks in this scheme, each of 
72 houses. Even so it will be possible to 


rehouse in Hutchesontown-Gorbals only 
10,200 of the existing population of about 
26,000 in this congested area of mostly one 
or two apartment houses. If only four- 
storey tenements were built less than one 
quarter of the people could be rehoused 
there. 

Officials of the Department of Health for 
Scotland and the corporation’s planning 
committee have stated that it was not 
intended to buiid anything resembling the 
old ‘ back-to-back’ houses. The blocks 
would have adequate ventilation, lighting, 
floor space and ceiling heights. Although 
it was true that in some examples of ‘ tower’ 
building houses did not extend from front 
to back of the block, the design was such 
that there were no pockets of bad air. Each 
room had a window. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Wage Rates and Housing Costs 
THE decision of the Joint Negotiating 

Committee for Local Authorities’ 
Services (Building and Civil Engineering) to 
increase wage rates of building and engineer- 
ing operatives employed by the LCC by Id. 
an hour, will cost about £67,500 a year. 


Demarcation Dispute, Hull 


A union dispute as to which trade should 
fix the hangers on ceilings which has held 
up work on a £250,000 phase of Thornton- 
Varley’s new department store in Prospect- 
street, Hull, has ended after eight weeks. A 
disputes tribunal has told the National 
Association of Operative Plasterers to carry 
on with the work. At the office of the 
other union involved in the inter-union dis- 
pute—the Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers—an official said their headquarters 
were studying the decision. 

Countering Mining Subsidence 

Coventry’s City Architect and Planning 
Officer, A. G, Ling, ARIBA, MTPI, has re- 
ported to the Education Committee of the 
City Council as to special methods to be em- 
ployed in school building where danger of 
mining subsidence exists and has forwarded 
a suggestion that, as both Nottingham and 
Derbyshire County Councils are very much 
concerned with this problem, Coventry City 
Council should collaborate with them in their 
programme for the provision of special con- 
struction to overcome the difficulties in- 
volved. 

It is to be recommended that a working 
party should be established consisting of re- 
presentatives of the architects’ departments 
of the three authorities. It is further re- 
commended that the steel frame required in 
appropriate cases should be supplied by the 
Brockhouse Engineering Co., Ltd. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


W. H. Heywood & Co., Ltd., patent glazing 
and thermal insulation engineers, of Bayhall 
Works, Huddersfield, announce the appoint- 
ment of Mr. CHARLES THOMPSON, BA, as the 
firm’s Scottish manager, at 5, Newton-place, 
Glasgow, C3 (tel.: Douglas 6393/4). Prior to 
this appointment Mr. Thompson was in charge 
of Heywood’s Newcastle office at 57, Cathedral- 
bldgs., and has been succeeded by Mr. CHARLES 
Crossan. Mr. R. G. Jenkins has taken over 
the Bristol area and will operate from Corn- 
wall House, The Promenade, Clifton (tel.: 
38649). The Company have opened a new Mid- 
lands office at Queens-chmbrs., 6, Boldmere-rd., 
Sutton Coldfield, in the charge of Mr. DENNIS 
HADFIELD. 
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WORSHIPFUL COMPANY 
OF TURNERS 


Presentation Ceremony 


THE Worshipful Company of Turners 
held a presentation ceremony at Apothe- 
caries Hall, London, on January 31, at 
which prize-winners received awards gained 
as a result of the final examinations of the 
City and Guilds of London Institute jp 
machine shop engineering and woodcutting 
machinists’ work. 

The awards, in the form of medals, cash 
and certificates, were given under a scheme 
approved by the Court of the company. 
They were presented by Mr. Claude Mundy, 
Master of the Company. , 

At the same time four challenge trophies 
were presented to the technical colleges at 
which the first and second prize-winners 
received their training. The trophies are 
held for a period of one year. 

As a result of a special competition jn 
ornamental turning, organised by the Com- 
pany and the Society of Ornamental 
Turners, two further prizes were awarded 
and, in addition, a special award of the 
Company’s silver medal and £10 for the 
best condiment set turned in wood or ivory, 
or both, open to competitors of any age, 
either professional or amateur. 

In his presentation speech Mr. Mundy 
said: * To-day the Worshipful Company of 
Turners returns to the purpose for which it 
was originally founded many hundreds of 
years ago. This is to demonstrate its con- 
tinuing interest in the craft of turning.’ He 
went on to state that in giving these awards 
the Company was endeavouring to keep 
alive an interest in craftsmanship in this 
machine age. 


MACHINE SHOP ENGINEERING 

The Loveland Silver Medal and £10 (for 
books, tools or instruments) with a Certificate: 
first, Brian Butler, North Staffs Technical 
College; second, bronze medal and £6 (for 
books, etc.) with a Certificate, M. S. Thompson, 
Norwich City College and Art School; third, 
£4 (for books, etc.) with a Certificate, J. M. A. 
Duddridge, RAF Technical College, 
Farnborough. 

The Llewellyn Howell Memorial Trophy.— 
North Staffordshire Technical College (received 
by Dr. E. R. Patrick, Head of the Engineering 
Department). : 

The Loveland Challenge Cup for Work in 
Metal.—Norwich City College and Art School 
(received by Mr. D. H. McCracken, Head of 
the Engineering Department). 


WOODCUTTING MACHINISTS’ WORK 


The Dugald Buckler Silver Medal and £10 
(for books, tools or instruments) with a Certifi- 
cate: first, W. D. Donovan, Darlington College 
for Further Education; second, £6 (for books, 
etc.) with a Certificate, Edward Holdgate, Black- 
burn Municipal and Technical College and 
School of Art; third, £4 (for books, etc.) with 
a Certificate, J. H. Read, Willesden Technical 
College. ; 

The St. Catherine’s Trophy, —. Darlington 
College of Further Education (received by Mr. 
B. S. Scott, Head of the Building Department). 

The Loveland Challenge Cup for Work in 
Wood. — Blackburn Municipal — Technical 
College and School of Art (holders 1956), (te- 
ceived by Mr. C. Slack, Teacher in Charge of 
Woodcutting Machinists’ Work). 


ORNAMENTAL TURNING COMPETITION 
The Lady Gertrude Crawford (Silver) Medal. 
—First, H. V. Yeatman, Streatham. 
The H. E. Twentyman (Bronze) Medal. — 
No award. 
Certificate of Merit.—Rev. G. A. Grace. 
Special Condiment Set Prize—The  Com- 
pany’s Silver Medal and £10, Dr. Stephen G. 
Askey. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
Expenditure on Housing 


THe Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
asked in the Commons on January 
»9 what proportion of the total Govern- 
nent expenditure was spent on new house 
wuilding in the years 1950-1955, and what 
proportion of the total national product 
that represented in each year. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT, in a written 
and circulated statement, said that direct 
apenditure by the central Government in 
new house building was limited to capital 
expenditure on married quarters for the Ser- 
vices and on dwellings for other Govern- 
ment employees. The major housing 
expenditure undertaken by the central 
Government consisted of annual subsidies 
nid to housing authorities during fixed 
periods, usually 60 years. 

The only figures of expenditure which 
could be properly related to the total 
national product were those of the capital 
cost of the houses. He gave the central 
Government’s expenditure on housing sub- 
sidies as a percentage of the total expendi- 
ture on revenue account as: 1950—1.6 per 
cent, 1951—1.5, 1952—1.5, 1953—1.6, 
1954—1.7, 1955—1.6. The figures for 
capital expenditure by the Government and 
local authorities on housing as a percentage 
of the gross national product for the same 
years were, respectively, 2.3, 2.3, 2.5, 2.7, 
23, and 1.9. 

On the previous day, DAME IRENE WARD 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what progress had been made 
in the provision of one-bedroomed houses 
or flats by local authorities and whether he 
would send a circular to all local authori- 
tis drawing their attention to the desir- 
ability of stepping up this class of accom- 
modation. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE, in a written reply, 
stated: In the third quarter of 1956 14.5 per 
cent. of the dwellings put out to tender were 
ofone bedroom. The average for the whole 
period since the end of the war is 7.9 per 
cent. There has, therefore, been a welcome 
Increase in the number of small dwellings. 
Ihave in mind to send a further circular to 
local authorities about the housing needs of 
old people. 


Forth Road Bridge 


ENDERS are to be invited for the con- 

struction of the Forth Road Bridge, 

and it is expected that work of construction 
will begin next year. 

This was announced in the Commons on 
January 29 by Mr. MActay, Secretary of 
State for Scotland. He said that the Govern- 
ment had considered the technical report on 
the scheme and had agreed that the layout 
‘or the full scheme of the bridge and the 
approach roads as prepared by the Forth 
Road Bridge Joint Board should be adhered 
0, subject to further discussion of certain 
Minor points, and on the understanding that 
the cost did not exceed the present estimates 
of £14,300,000, which had been prepared by 
the board’s consuitants. 

_As had been announced, the local authori- 
ls and the Government would contribute 
£500,000 and £4,650,000 respectively to the 
Cost of the bridge, and the balance, subject 





to the necessary Parliamentary powers being 
obtained, would be advanced by way of 
loans which would be repayable from the 
proceeds of tolls. He had informed the 
board that when the preparatory work to the 
letting of contracts was completed the board 
could proceed to invite tenders. 


Town Development, Scotland 


TNDER_ the Government’s Bill to 
revise the rates of Exchequer subsidy 
for houses built by local authorities in Scot- 
land, and to deal with the question of over- 
spill in congested areas, the Secretary of 
State for Scotland will be empowered to 
make Exchequer grants towards expenditure 
incurred by receiving authorities in acquiring, 
clearing and carrying out preliminary de- 
velopment of land and in securing the pro- 
vision of water supply and sewerage services 
under a town development scheme. 

The Bill, the Housing and Town Develop- 
ment (Scotland) Bill, was presented to the 
House of Commons on January 29 by Mr. 
Mac ay, Secretary of State for Scotland, and 
read a first time. 

The new subsidies will be paid annually 
for 60 years for approved houses covered 
by tenders received by the Secretary of State 
on or after August 1, 1956. They will be— 

For approved houses not ranking for 
special subsidy—£24 (the existing subsidy 
is £39 15s. for a three-apartment house, 
£42 15s, for a four-apartment house and 
£46 15s. fer a five-apartment house with 
an additional subsidy of £12 for houses for 
agriculture); houses provided to meet the 
urgent needs of industry—£30; houses for 
the agricultural population—£36; houses 
provided to deal with overspill and houses 
in new towns—£42. 

For high flats there will be an additional 
subsidy calculated on the basis of two-thirds 
of the additional cost of building over aver- 
age tender costs for ordinary houses. 

Local authorities will be freed from the 
obligation to make specified contributions 
from the rates for each house provided, but 
they will still be required to balance their 
housing revenue accounts and will be able 
to make additional payments into those 
accounts, 


Three Methods 


Three methods to enable local housing 
authorities who cannot meet their housing 
needs within their own district to make 
arrangements for those needs to be met 
wholly or partially by the erection of houses 
in the districts of other local authorities or 
new town development corporations are laid 
down by the Bill. They are: By the receiving 
authority building for tenants approved by 
the exporting authority: by the Scottish 
Special Housing Association building houses 
under arrangements approved by the Secre- 
tary of State; by the exporting authority 
themselves building outside their own dis- 
trict in exercise of powers already available 
to them under the Housing Acts. 

Houses provided by any of these methods 
will attract the £42 subsidy. 

Under the first of the three methods the 
exporting authority would have to enter into 
an overspill agreement with the receiving 
authority or new town development corpora- 
tion to pay that authority an annual contri- 
bution of a minimum of £14 for a minimum 
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period of 10 years for each house Iet or’ 
offered for letting in the receiving authority’ 
or new town to a tenant approved by the 
exporting authority. 

Where housing accommodation is to be pro- 
vided under any of the methods described. 
the receiving authority can prepare a towm 
development scheme, defining the area to be 
developed for overspill, the extent to which 
water supply and sewerage services have to 
be provided or extended, and the public 
authorities by whom those services must be 
provided. Before the scheme is submitted 
to the Secretary of State for his approval the 
receiving authority must consult the other 
local authorities concerned, and the Secretary 
of State’s decision will be preceded by a 
local inquiry into objections. 

When a town development scheme has 
been approved the receiving authority may 
purchase by agreement, or, where necessary, 
compulsorily, all the land covered by the 
scheme and may proceed to develop it them- 
selves or sell or lease the land to secure the 
development in accordance with the scheme. 
The powers of acquisition and development 
will include that to carry out industrial 
development. 

Special provision is made for linking new 
developments in the overspill areas with re- 
development in the congested districts of the 
exporting authority. The obligation of a 
local planning authority carrying out a com- 
prehensive redevelopment in the ‘ blighted ” 
or congested area to give, where practicable, 
those who had been living and carrying on 
business in that area and had been displaced: 
by that redevelopment an opportunity of 
securing fresh accommodation may now be 
discharged by the offer to persons so dis- 
placed of suitable facilities in any overspill 
reception area, where overspill housing is: 
being provided for people coming from 
the area where the redevelopment was 
carried out. 

The Scottish Special Housing Association 
will be enabled to build, with the approval 
of the Secretary of State, for overspill 
where the Secretary is satisfied that a. local! 
authority is faced with an urgent housimg 
problem which it cannot tackle unaided be- 
cause of financial difficulties. The limit on 
Exchequer advances to this Association will 
be raised from £75m. to £100m. 


‘Dumping’ of Building Boards 

JDURING the committee stage of the Cus- 

toms Duties (Dumping and Subsidies) 
Bill on January 30 which gives powers to the 
Board of Trade to counteract the dumping 
of foreign goods in Britain, Mr. RONALD 
RUSSELL drew attention to the import of 
building boards and the danger of the 
British manufacturing industry having to face 
subsidised competition. He pointed out that 
it might be difficult to find out where the 
subsidy was being applied. 

He said that Sweden was the main over- 
seas Supplier, although imports were made 
from other European countries. The greater 
part of the industry in Sweden was national- 
ised (but there were a few private enterprise 
firms), and nationalisation extended to the 
ownership of the forests and the mills. The 
whole operation from the growing of the 
timber to the export of the building boards 
was under the control of the Government. 


The Bill would at present enable the Board. 
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of Trade to determine the fair market price 
for the Swedish goods as long as there was 
some privately owned industry operating on 
a free market. But there was a danger of 
the entire industry becoming nationalised, in 
which case there would no longer be a free 
market, and it might be difficult to discover 
where the subsidy was being applied. 

Some of the building boards imported 
from Sweden were being offered in Britain 
at a lower price than British manufacturers 
could afford to offer them. Production of 
building boards in Britain had increased 
steadily in the last five years: output of 
hardboard had risen from 25m. sq. ft. in 
1952 to 56m. sq. ft. in 1956. That was a 
satisfactory rate of progress, but imports 
had also gone up Steadily. In 1953 they 
were 189m. sq. ft., and in 1953 499m. sq. ft., 
but during the first 11 months of last year 
there had been a fall. 

Possibly there was not much danger at 
present, but one of his constituents, whose 
firm manufactured building boards, was in- 
terested to know whether the Bill would pro- 
tect home manufacturers from competition 
from a country like Sweden, where the in- 
dustry was nationalised. The President of 
the Board of Trade should examine the 
matter to see whether this point would be 
covered by the Bill. 

Sir Davin Ecctes, President of the Board 
of Trade, said that if the entire manufactur- 
ing industry in Sweden became nationalised 
the Bill could operate even if a subsidy had 
been paid. It would be difficult to know 
how much the subsidy was, but the more 
Socialist the economy the easier it was for 
the Government concerned to injure other 
countries by evil practices of that kind. If 
this was a matter Mr. Russell would like the 
department to examine they would be glad 
to do so, 


Thermal Insulation Bill 


PRIVATE member’s Bill to make the 
thermal insulation of industrial build- 
ings erected in Great Britain after January 1, 
1958, compulsory was introduced into the 
‘House of Commons on January 30 by Mr. 
(GERALD NABARRO, and read a first time. It 
% set down for second reading on Friday, 
March 15, but as there are several other 
private member’s Bills due to be debated 
on that date it may not be reached. On the 
other hand, if there is general approval for 
the principle it contains and the method by 
which it seeks to achieve that principle it 
may pass ‘ on the nod.’ 
Describing it as complementary to the 





clean air Bill which he introduced some time 
ago, and which provoked the Government to 
introduce legislation to deal with that topic, 
Mr. Nabarro drew attention to what he 
called the * grave wastage of fuel and power 
resources.” From the many millions of tons 
of coal and oil fuel used by factories for the 
raising of steam as much as 50 per cent. of 
the heat generated was lost because of 
leakages in uninsulated buildings. 

Claiming that he did not wish to be dog- 
matic about this wastage he said that in 
some circumstances, according to the struc- 
ture, age, situation and geography of build- 
ings it might only be 20 per cent. This grave 
wastage ought to be remedied by the Govern- 
ment with the support of both sides of the 
House. 

Last year, Mr. Nabarro went on, 41m. 
sq. ft. of new industrial factories were erected 
in Great Britain, and a similar area was con- 
structed in the previous year. During the 
six years, 1951-56, the area was 215m. sq. ft., 
and the significant factor was that out of 
that quantity he was advised that no more 
than 10 per cent. was thermally insulated 
against heat loss. 

All Governments had given recognition to 
the matter in various statements. Under the 
Finance Act, 1956, investment allowances 
were withdrawn except for certain classes 
of fuel equipment for industry and for the 
cost of insulating industrial buildings. Special 
loans were given by the Government for fuel 
efficiency plant and equipment for industry, 
and included therein was the cost of 
insulating buildings. It had been stated that 
up to 6m. tons of coal or coal equivalent a 
year was lost by failure to insulate industrial 
buildings. 

This loss meant that the annual output of 
20,000 miners was being dissipated through 
failure to pay attention to the simple process 
of insulating factories, which could be 
carried out with indigenous materials pro- 
duced in Great Britain. 

The Bill wili provide that on an appointed 
day to be decided by the Minister of Power 
every industrial building equipped for space 
heating would have to be thermally insulated. 
The provisions of the Bill would be enforced 
by local authorities and minimum standards 
would be prescribed by the Minister in 
regulations. 


Farm Improvement Grant 


EGISLATION to provide grants for 
farm improvement schemes at the rate 

of 334 per cent., except where grant is also 
obtained from other sources, will be intro- 
duced soon by the Government. The deci- 
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BUILDING STATISTICS : The under- 
lying strength and balance of the UK 
economy are a good deal better than a 
year ago, states an article in the Treasury’s 
“ Bulletin for Industry’ (January issue). 


The latest estimates of the value of new 
building and civil engineering work (other 
than housing) suggest that the volume of 
work executed in third quarter of 1956 
will prove to be no higher than the second. 
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sion to take this action was announced } 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries ae 
Food in the Commons on January 30, He 
said that there were many details to be 
worked out, but the grants would, in the 
first instance, among other things be for: 
The erection, alteration, enlargement or 
reconditioning of permanent farm build- 
ings (other than dwelling houses) yards 
loading banks and stocks; internal fittings 
will be excluded; 
making and improving farm roads and 
bridges; 
carrying out works for the supply of 
electricity for agriculture; 
making, restoration, and improvement 
of permanent fences, walls and gates; 
provision of means of Sewage disposal 
other than from dwelling houses; 
reclamation of waste land; 
removal of hedges and banks, filling in 
of ditches, removal of boulders, tree roots 
and other like obstructions to cultivation, 

Repairs will rank for grant if they are 
necessarily associated with improvement 
work but not otherwise. 

To be eligible for grants such improve- 
ments of the types will have to contribute 
materially for the period of their life to the 
efficient working of the farm; be sufficient in 
scope to enable the fullest advantage to be 
obtained from the capital outlay. 

Grant will be payable to landlords, 
oOwner-occupiers, and tenants who must, 
where this is necessary under the Agricul- 
tural Holdings Acts, obtain the approval of 
their landlord or of the appropriate Minister, 

During a debate on agriculture in the 
House of Lords on the same day, Lorp St. 
ALDWYN, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry, said that the Government had con- 
sidered whether more could be paid on work 
begun before the legislation became law. 
They intended some time after Easter, to 
reduce delays after the Bill had become law 
to a minimum, to consider without commit- 
ment provisional proposals for work under 
the scheme and make inspections. If the 
Bill became law before the summer recess 
it was intended that formal applications for 
grant should be accepted from September | 
and had there been an inspection in advance 
it would be possible to give approval to 
enable the work to start. It was expected 
that about 20,000 applications a year would 
be handled once the scheme got under way. 


The Rent Bill 


PTYHE Government’s decision to apply a 
guillotine to the proceedings on the 
Rent Bill, which was announced by MR. 
BuTLER, Home Secretary and Lord Privy 
Seal, in the House of Commons on January 
31, although it provoked an outburst of pro- 
test from the Opposition, did not raise 
their anger for more than a moment. But 
such a move by the Government cannot be 
said to have taken many people by surprise. 
Progress on the Bill in committee has not 
been as rapid as the Government, who are 
anxious to get the measure into operation as 
early as possible, desired, and while they 
would normally have avoided the use of s0 
drastic a weapon to speed it up there was 4 
feeling that the proceedings might, to say 
the least, have become unduly protracted. 
By the terms of the guillotine motion com 
sideration of the Bil! must be completed by 
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je committee ON OF before March 13, which 
weans that there will be 13 sitting days in 
which there will be 18 meetings—as the 
committee is to meet twice on some days— 
efore it returns to the Commons. Three 
jays have been allotted for the report stage 
ad third reading, so that the Bill should 
se before the Lords for their consideration 
st before the Easter recess. Allocation of 
the time-table for the various aspects of the 
gill will be a matter for a business sub- 
committee. 

There are growing indications that the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
is preparing to make some adjustments to 
the Bill, particularly in relation to the period 
of notice to quit after decontrol, which is 
he most controversial aspect. 

On January 30 Mr. Brooke met the mem- 
bers of the Conservative Housing and Local 
Government Committee at the House of 
Commons, where he heard proposals for 
amending the Bill from some back benchers. 
He did not give any indication how he in- 
tended to make the change, but he had an 
opportunity of considering suggestions to 
extend the period of notice under Clause 9 
by three years or even more. It is expected 
that he will not go as far as these proposals 
suggest, but will draw the line at 18 months. 
Whatever scheme he has in mind he has 
also to remember that any lengthy exten- 
sion @f the period would bring its operation 
near the time when a general election might 
be expected. Assuming that the Bill be- 
comes law in July, it will not become opera- 
tive for another month, and 18 months from 
then would mean that the notices given under 
the Bill would expire about February, 1959. 
The Minister will, therefore, have a delicate 
task in balancing the advantage of mitigating 
hardship against that of political expediency. 


Amendment Accepted 


During the committee stage on January 
29 Mr. Brooke accepted the first amend- 
ment to the Bill, when, at the behest of the 
Opposition, he agreed to omit from the pro- 
Vision relating to the procedure for raising 
rents, properties covered by lease or agree- 
ment. But he strenuously resisted Opposi- 
tion demands to increase the period of notice 
to increase the rent from three and six 
months to six and 12 months. He argued 
that there would not be any question of 
people not being aware of the increase, for 
about 12 months would elapse between the 
Proposals first being made known and the 
time when the first increase could be made, 
_The Minister has also made some observa- 
lions on the Labour plan to transfer all 
Privately owned controlled property to the 
local authorities. ‘We also appreciate that 
the local authorities would then proceed to 
raise the rents without any question. The 
local authorities have not shown the same 
enthusiasm to implement the Labour Party 
policy. I am not aware that the Metropoli- 
an borough councils that have passed reso- 
lutions against this Bill have simultaneously 
said that they support the idea of themselves 
taking over all these tens of thousands of 
controlled properties and continuing to man- 
age them with no increase in rent. 

‘It is only when I hear the local authorities 
Saying not merely that they do not like this 
Bill, but also saying that they are prepared 
to take over these controlled houses and 





manage them at the 1939 rents that I will 
believe that those local authorities have an 
alternative for tenants which will not involve 
a substantial increase in their rents.’ 
Mining Subsidence Bill 
N UCH of the criticism against the Coal- 
mining (Subsidence) Bill, which 
received an unopposed second reading in 
the House of Commons on January 31, 
arose from the dispute about who should 
bear the cost of making good the damage 
caused by mining subsidence. The Govern- 
ment put the obligation on the National 
Coal Board because it was part of the cost 
of winning coal but the Opposition contend 
that as this is a national matter it should 
be for the Exchequer to meet part, if not 
all, of the cost. 

Mr. REGINALD MAUDLING, Paymaster- 
General, who moved the second reading of 
the Bill, said that the Government did not 
consider the taxpayer should be called on 
to make any contribution at all. The 
damage occurred in the process of getting 
the coal and he could not see any reason 
why it should be carried by the taxpayer. 
If £5m. was the correct figure of the annual 
cost of compensation it would represent 
about 6d. a ton on coal mined. 

Replying to the complaint that the Bill did 
not deal with indirect damage, Mr. Maudling 
said that there was no precedent for going 
beyond direct damage. New damage tak- 
ing place after the Bill became law would 
be covered, ‘but the extra cost of including 
indirect damage might be considerable, and 
it would be difficult to draw the line once 
out of the sphere of direct damage. 

It had been the practice in the past to 
limit compensation to damage caused 
directly to buildings and structures. 

While expressing the opinion that it was 
a matter of difficulty to make up one’s mind 
on the subject he promised to consider any 
suggestions which might be made during the 
committee stage. 


‘Burden on Industry’ 


Mr. NEAL, a former Under Secretary at 
the Ministry of Fuel and Power, after com- 
plaining about the appointment of the 
Minister of Power to the Lords, said that 
the Opposition considered the Bill was put- 
ting an undue burden on the industry. If 
the Government were to place the burden 
where it properly belonged there would be 
unanimous support for the Bill from the 
Labour Party. 

Mr. RENTON, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Power, replying to the 
debate, said that in 1950 when the Labour 
Government implemented part of the 
Turner report they said the Treasury should 
only meet half of the cost, and in view of 
that decision he found it difficult to under- 
stand why the Opposition were now con- 
tending that the Coal Board should bear 
none of the cost. The decision that the 
board should bear the cost was fundamental 
to the Bill and to other points which had 
and would have to be decided in relation to 
it, and the Government stood by that ¢eci- 
sion. If they were to include consequential 
loss in a Bill of much wider scope than 
the 1950 measure, which contained no 
reference to it, an incalculable burden 
would be placed on the board, in addition 
to being extremely difficult to define. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
Cost of Land in City 


Mr. GiBSON asked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government for the estimated 
cost an acre of the acquisition of 24 acres 
of land in the City of London covered by 
the compulsory purchase order on the land 
between Aldersgate-street and Moorgate, 
south of Javin-street and Fore-street. 

Mr. BROOKE, in a written reply on Janu- 
ary 29, stated: I understand from the City 
Corporation that the average cost of this 
land, only part of which was acquired by 
compulsory purchase, was about £180,000 
an acre. 


Rail-link with London Airport 


Mr. Davip Jones asked the Minister of 
Transport what progress had been made in 
the provision of a raillink between the 
centre of London and London Airport. 

Mr. HAROLD WATKINSON, replying on 
January 30, stated: The committee set up 
by the British Transport Commission to 
study this matter is now considering the in- 
terim report of the survey carried out by 
consulting engineers, 


New Factory Projects 

Mr. GEORGE THOMSON asked the President 
of the Board of Trade, how many inquiries 
for rented factories in the Scottish develop- 
ment area were made, during 1956, from 
United States firms; and how many were 
included in the building projects for 1957. 

Sir Davip ECCLES, replying on January 31, 
said: Twelve. No decisions have yet been 
taken as to the building projects which might 
qualify for Government finance in 1957. 

He added, in another reply, that only a 
small proportion of the American inquiries 
had got beyond the tentative stage, and he 
was examining these. 

Mr. SHINWELL asked the President of the 
Board of Trade whether he was aware that 
only two light industries had been started 
in the new town of Peterlee; and what were 
his plans for the provision of additional 
industries. 

Sir Davip Ecc es: I shall try to interest 
suitable firms in Peterlee. 


Housing Subsidies Act 


Mr. MitTcHISON asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, which local 
authorities had made application to him 
under the Section of the Housing Subsidies 
Act, 1956 (which gives him power to increase 
subsidies in certain cases); in which cases, 
when and for what increases he had given 
directions under that section; and what was 
the total amount of additional Exchequer 
subsidy involved, to the latest convenient 
date. 

Mr. BrRooKE, in a written reply on 
January 31, stated: Fourteen have applied. 
They are: Barrow-in-Furness, Bootle and 
Smethwick county borough councils; Ayles- 
bury borough council; Ashby Woulds, 
Canvey Island, Cwmamman, Dawley, Guis- 
borough, Machynlleth and Mynyddislwyn 
urban district councils; Hay, Newcastle, 
Emlyn and Upton-upon-Severn rural district 
councils. The applications from Ashby 
Woulds urban district council and Upton- 
upon-Severn rural district council have been 
rejected. The remainder are under cone 
sideration. 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ aca, 

Pit Ballast ous on oe ies +. per yd. a: y ® 
Pit Sand s ns ae cai cee one “ 1 4 3 
Washed Sand . ae Sak ges ane ass “5 2 7 
i} in. Shingle... = mae ob one ns < 3 
in. Broken Brick... bes ees ve Ace ss ) es 
Pan Breeze . bee « 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate . per ton 3 +3 8 


2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 


CEMENT, etc. 

Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 


6-ton loads and upwards, site aoe . per ton 5 4 6 

1 to 6 tons, site os mn 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 

wards to site ose s 313.0 

lto6tons do. site . eo 7 6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. per ton on 
ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots an = ae es 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. uni ton. 

White Portland Cement - - a is $ © 

Under lton . per cwt. 15 10 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof ), 32s 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 617 0 
. 6d. per ton above 


Ous cement, 6-ton lots and up % 1415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London aS 617 6 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks ‘(Condon 

sites) .. 4 . per cwt. 1 10 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... ove cee ose per 1,000 1217 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... “as ae ate nee is 11 16 O 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt)... are sox ae ne 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... me 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in — 


District Commons ... oe ; oa ~ 515 0 
Cellular oo oe ts an ve - 5:15 0 
Keyed GO. > sss oan ee ve see ss a 47: 0 
Rustics te ane cae ae eA ne 1 > 0 
Cellular Rustics ... a ae 6 aie 5 71 3.0 
Single Bullnose Commons a eos ae ie 1 @ 
Sandfaced ... ase ae bee wae mae 55 S 2 6 
Tuscans.... _ a pas sie cee > 817 6 
Saxons eam ie ce a ay na 9 5 6 
Golden Buffs’ ese cae eae te a 35 912.6 
Dapple Light “oP a 10 7 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) oon a 28 15 6 
,, Bullnose (London Stations) ... ri ee me 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . a wae Be 25 19 0 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) ep oa 3 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... an 917 0 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . 718 6 

2h in Best Stourbridge Fire — (London 
‘Stations) = oes = 21 46 3 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. se ad 33 8 O 
21 in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) - 36 0 O 

afin Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London sites) o 15 8 6 
a vm Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London — 

es) ” 

24 og rf made Sandfaced Red Facings Condon 

sites) .. s - 15 13 6 





2s 
2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings -s 

(London sites) --» per 1,000 16 8 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 

shire district (London sites) oe mn 18 19 0 
Hand-made Sandtaced Multi-Colour ‘Facings. 

Berkshire district (London sites) = 18 19 0 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London ‘sites) . so 42 17 6 
2$ in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) rs 13 16 6 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 

(London sites) yr 15 66 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, ‘Brown— : 

Stretchers... . : is 64 0 0 

Headers ; oe ‘Ge sue a 63 0 0 

Quoins, Bullnose and 44 i in. Flats oie ree ee 80 0 0 

Double Stretchers ... . ab ne eee a 85 0 0 

Double Headers... ve aan ae ean a 7710 0 

One side and twoends __... ae vk sae a 87 0 6 

Two sides and oneend .... = ve e76 a 89 10 0 

Splays and Squints “ae o 83 0 0 

Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% for Best quality and 
plus 25 % less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HOLLOW CLay PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
S2aNy. oe. eee wee 140 yds. ‘ - yd.sup. 4 5 
$24 in in Se 140 yds. “ < as 4 8 
*3 in. GB cavity). 120 yds. a na Ss 
BUILDING BLOCKS Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) ae% 110 yds. 56 s 7 
*4 in. (6 cavity) a 95 car +0 ae 6 10 
6 in. (83 in. x 5§ in.) 1,250 Geshe » per 1,000 26 18 0 


* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. eee se ne 100 yds. in -- peryd.sup. 3 9 
2¢in. ... coe -_ 85 yds. ase aa - 4 4 
S10: | iss oe ae 75 yds. Ses en a + 3 
4in. sae ave 55 yds. aoe ne - C3 
CRANHAM 
1S bee see ane ice oes oe z 6 9 
ya ée6 ove es ae are cae ea . 
Bee oy ere we Oe Pee” Vee et 8 9 
4 in. es ue eae Sta ‘i 10 9 
4} in. Load bearing quality nee a 3 11 10 
MOLER PARTITION "BLocxs. 
Zs, «eve ‘<a ee 150 yds. ‘ ie re 16 3 
en re — 120 yds. ae se nS 16 6 
oe we me 100 yds. Ses a3 ea 16 10 
| re oe 90 yds. 20 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Concrete BUILDING AND PARTITION BLOCKS OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


Sin; ~ ie aes ne 100 yds. as es =. 5 10 
Ztin, ... ae ae 80 yds. ae tes x 7 0 
Sins acc me 65 yds. wee wes 5 8 2 
Ain; sss sis 50 yds eee ” 2 9 8 
44 in, ... oe ai 44 yds. see ere 53 10 4 
i oe a, 33 yds. 3 13 10h 
THERMALITE- Y TONG PARTITION BLocxs 
2h in. on ve 144 yds. aa rs ey 
"THERMALITE-YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOCKS 
i A uy 120 yds. ap ee ms 8 6 
AAns: ss ae ce 90 yds. oe are A Ba 
Sin.  ... ee si 72 yds. en He a 13 10 
Gits- «ss a a 60 yds. = ae 5 16 7 
Shins: ac ee ae 42 yds. ep 1 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. _* 12 in. eae in full 

lorry-loads ... per 1,000 34 1 0 
4 in. G0; 203 eee ree aaa sae mae oe 36 10 0 
5 in. QORte Gan “dak OB See SS iS 43 15 0 
6 in. G0; 2. eon ee ov ‘ws ae he 49 19 0 
Tin. GD: 3s. Ae ae nike ay ates xe 61 8 0 
8 in. do. 71:19 0 
12” x3" x x fr Fille Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1 (000 multiples bs aE ; 


12" <4" X 
STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. @ 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Revised Standard 
List (Nov., 1956) prices delivered London Area. 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 picces- 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
Best Quality... pot +83% +.15% 
BSS Best do.... +10% — +10% +83% +10% +15% 
Tested Quality +374%4— He Tate? © Larpbctisy 
BSS Tested do. +473%— ne +474%+4 83% 4+474%+15% 
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An entrance of distinction 


- . . distinction given by the unhibited use of glass, and Such handles should be designed with fittings conforming 
“Armourplate”’ Glass Doors . . . individual distinction added to the standardised drilling as specified in ‘‘ Armourplate”’ 
by door handles of special design. Glass Doors literature. 


“ARMOURPLATE?’’ Glass Doors 


made by PILKINGTON BROTHERS LIMITED 


Consult the Technical Sales and Service Department at St. Helens, Lancs. Telephone: St. Helens 4001 ; or Selwyn House, 
Cleveland Row, St. James’s, London, S.W.1. Telephone: Whitehall 5672-6 


“ARMOURPLATE” /s a registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Ltd. Supplies are available through the usual trade channels. 
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We stock Teak in an enormous number of sizes. This means we 
can offer a specialised service which cuts down wastage. The result— 
economy that directly benefits the buyer. 


TEAK SUBSTITUTES 


We also hold comprehensive stocks of the two foremost alternatives 
to Teak—IROKO and AFRORMOSIA. We shall be glad to submit 
comparative prices in all three timbers to buyer’s specification. 





RAVENSDALE WHARF + STAMFORD HILL - LONDON - N.16 - Tel.: STAMFORD HILL 6611 (6 LINES) 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
£ s. d. Delivered London area. £ s. d. 
— a ~— al 12 in. a .-» per 1,000 a 2 : 14 in. 4 och ul Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
in. 96 : see ” >» 9 2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. Gin. ... ea Gk ee 6Cach 312 @ 
6 in. > a seo ale ava ave Pe a Po 14 0 2 ft. ; in. X 6 ft. 6 in. 2 113 0 
9 in. ere re ade ‘es Zit sag ‘a 38 9 QO 5 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. , 114 0 
_ 2ft. 9in. x 6 ft. 6in. ... ae ee ea 116 6 
DAMP COURSE 2 oe <u py ag gaa Pattern 4 x Gin deal as al 
6 ) eee eee ees ose << 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 og is 211 6 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over s in. 2 2 Panel, top pane! open. Pattern 2 x G in deal ss 
delivered London area : as ... per yd. sup. < ee 2 ft.6in. X 6ft.6in. .. 2 af 69 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. pe & 5 Si. «6a bie . aa Sale pes a 4-2 
Lead lined bitumen ditto 9} Ib. per yd. sup. do. 12 6 an aad = = > 
18 in. x 9 in. British damp course slates ... “ l “000 41 12 8 SUNDRIES 
7 . : 9 = ~ as : ” 7 9 7 Delivered London area. 
18 in, Ya in > ia an. == a ” 19 Ps 6 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
me ty . . oe mae ” _ quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) om --. per yd. 5 8 
14in. X 44 in. do. do. ade ak es is 4 9 
Qin. X 44 in. do. don ys ae 10 5 3 1} in. do. (67 yds. to | ton) aay peas a 7 4 
: ” 2 in. do. (52 yds.tolton) ... ane i 8 11} 
24 in. o pies a to O) — ua mn 7 3h 
STONE 3 in. C (39 yds. to 1 ton) ” 
Quantities under | ton add Id. per 4 in. of thickness. 
SS . ec ‘eu 4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 7-0. ms tie le 
ia ee ee : 4 per sq. ft. 2 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground © “a 9 1h Hardboard j ye ae 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth iin. ae ge a Bas a cas a es 2S “E16 
B.R. Western Region. Asbestos Flat Buil I "loll per'yd. sup. 3 8 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area 8 11 ng i: ‘aide ding $ nests ne an saicnaiaa 410 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area ata ae sa e 3 Roofing Felt, 1-ply ... aS ae a Sa 6 ee 
Portland Stone— do. 2-ply os a re “Rl 2 2% 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average Best Scotch Glue in slabs... aaa a is per cwt. 5 0 O 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. do. pearl : aa aaa ve > 
Southern Region ee ee 8 5 Croid Glue aes 260 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots) .. saa .. perton 7010 0 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. do. 4 in. and up (I-ton lots) . a aad 67 0 0 
9 in. xX 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and Wire — 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ‘aan aaa per cwt. 3 610 
Ss a re . per ft. cube : Lf : 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ea aa ‘i 2» @=3 
cx ’ O. aa ue 5 
12in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated ad 2 3 0 METALS 
12in. X 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping i 217 3 STEEL JOISTS, ETC. 
14 in. X 6 In. do. do. eee 99 2ii 9 Basis Joists— 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and ‘face... aa #6 3 6in. x S5in.,8in. x Sin.,8in. X 6in., 10in. X 6in., 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... ... per ft. sup. 8 3 12 in. x 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. London area es ae eae aa ... perton 48 2 6 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork _... per ft. cube 1 8 3 Extra for sizes 
Do. do. _ fair one edge for fair faced Sie <ibie, 4k Mie Oe ee 310 0 
brickwork a ee ee nee ens = 113 6 3in. xX 3 in. ada ae Sad “al uae 210 0 
Hard York— 4in. x 3in. i Say eee ee 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 10in. xX 44 in. ae dea oa aa dae a 110 0 
14in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top Sin. xX 24 in. Six Sige ws ua daa ee 115 0 
and front per ft.cube 212 9 4} in. X 1} in. ay Se “as a Boge 3.46 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘rubbed | top and front 2 6 3 Sin. X 44 in. 7in. < 34 in. Bmx< 3m -. 15 0 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 9 4 6in. X 3 in. Min. < Thin: <. aa pee a 2 -@"¢ 
2in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 6in. X 44 in. Tin. X 4in. 8in. X 4in. 150 
9in. X 4in. 10 in. X 5 in. =a: an ” 
P ee cee 
TILES AND PANTILES 3m XGR GR SGR “pi xaey "18 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 14 in. X Sin. 14 in. X 6 in. 14 in. x 8 in. 
Machine-made Pantiles and French mes Tiles from 1Sin. x Sin. 15in. Xx 6in. 16 in. x 6in. > ,, 10 0 
Lincolnshire district 2919 O 16in. X 8 in. 18 in. X 6 in. 18 in. x hia J 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... oes oa 55 18 0 18in. x 8in. 20in. x 6fin. 20in. x 7$in. 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ... SS $ 0 Steel angles average price... sea acne a 50 5 0 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district  ... 15 9 0 Steel tees average price see 515 0 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district ... ... 14 1 9 Fabricated work delivered London— 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. we sas 111 3 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... = as i a 65 12 6 
Machine-made Hip oa Valley tiles - aa eae aaa 1 8 O Compound girders as G sa¢ ass ” 115 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x Pe a we aaa 8 5 6 Stanchions 4 pee pee ee oa ne a ae 
do. ielotediing (49S)... pee 19 9 6 Compound stanchions. eee eee a 8110 0 
NOTE. —Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins | eee eve 9 9415 0 
Average prices not for ae Age 
Angle cleats and j in., 3 in. an in. bolts average 
SLATES price London area... : .-» percwt. $ 36 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage FerRo- ConcreTe Bars 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 
1,000 actual. to a ex London Stock st in. aii and Poe 
MEIEDL sce dae? yas. «Nees «gasp S(t, «ea upwards — io 
22 x 12 ao a os ee nh eS cs 111 8 0 din. diam. ... eda a <a roe ‘iad » extra 8 12 O 
os Pe are aeeom Fein, dO. ue nee wee ne nee nee os 612 0 
20 x 12 exe ian aus aaa re ree re 94 9 10 fin. do. ... ans see “es <3 <4 ” 412 0 
20 x 10 ee ne a “a aa es eh 900 8 6 sin. do. = iad ie a ne Ore ee oS a8 
18 x 10 sea aan ise ian ree eae eve 62 17 0 MILD STEEL TUBES 
18x 9 nee ne ane iss eas aed hae 55 2 6 Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
16 x 10 ace ia oe aa “Fe aaa oe 49 10 0 Galvanised Tube— Malleable 
16x 8 ? ee 38 15 3 Under 1ton Overlton _W.L. Fittings Fittings 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Class A + 144% + 94% Light + 36% Malleable List 
Class B + 26% + za % Heavy + 434% —25%+40% 
oe a ft yy, - 393% 
TIMBER — = awe 
Softwood— Class A —- 84% - 134% Light +- 223% Malleable List 
Joinery quality ane mee Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B + 44% ~ 24 Heavy + 303% — 25% 
Carcassing quality . do. 9% £97 to £102 Class C + 193% + 144% 
lin. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. as £110 0 O C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Hardwood— Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Mahogany— African Ss B. do. per ft.cube 110 0 - a Sto 
onduras_ do. do. ra 3 5 0 utters ozzles Ends 
Oak European do. do. cs 2 5 0 3 in. sas BS os as 3/103 3/5 1/- 
do. Japanese do. do. sa 210 0 34 in. ees aed Ba sca’) ae 3/9 1/- 
do. English Logs sawn do. es 117 6 4 in. ae gs aie ‘ies 5/53 4/3 1/6 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. pe 317 6 4} in. aaa aa aes a 5/114 4/9 1/9 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. pe 15 0 5 in. ae gee aus rae 6/8 5/1 2/1 
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METALS—continued 
C.I.0.G. GUTTERS 
Stop 

Gutters Nozzle Ends 
3 in. bs 5/- 46 1/2 
34 in. coe 5/7 46 1/6 
4 in. éc 6/2 49 1/9 
43 in. ie 6/8 5/5 2/1 
5 in. ses 7/34 62 2/4 

CL. RAIN-WATER Pipers 
Per vd. in 6-ft. ne Pipe Bends _ Branches 
Tt aie ee mr it 8/34 4/3 6/1 
of 2 nas Rs ace See = 8/34 49 8/2 
i _— at na aie sae woe «= «9/34 5/11 8/10 
| se — ve as ose! O/T 7/- 10/7 
4in, ca aon ws s2/3 85 12/7 
: LCC. CoateD Soi Pipes 

DT eee sis avs 9/5 7/3 8/10 
2} in. ... _ cae ans cae ss 3/34 8/- 11/- 
BRS. sss sae ae6 ane — ooo. ALAS 8/10 13/- 
So in. ... ‘ ba eee eas ss aeot 11/- 15/2 
San: ..; its .. 14/2 12/3 17/11 


Above prices 5 for gutters, | rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 174% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 


n 9-fts. 

; cwt. qt. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
4in. ... oer a eee me a 33/6 23 41/- 
Gin. ... ' ai sont ca © A 49/2 61/ 3 98/- 

‘Ammentos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 23 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. a . per yd. 4/3 4/6} 5/6 7/34 
Shoes... ... each 2/9 3/- 3/7 4/10 
Single Branches | or 4/4 S/1 6/1 8/6 
Bends square or obtuse as 3/- 3/4 4/4 6/1 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. 3/4 4/4 4/10 6,9 
* 6 in. * 3/7 4/4 5/5 7/3 
ASBESTOS O. G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4% in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths ... per yd. 4/1 4/54 5/4 6/44 
Drop ends aoe ove COCR 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Stop ends ig nee: 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles con See ag 3/4 3/10 4/8 5/5 
Nozzles ane im 3/3 3/9 4/5 5/2 
Union Clips... na 1/7 1/11 2/4 2/8 
ASBESTOS HaLE-Rown GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths... per yd. 2/10 3/44 35h 4/1 5/8 
Drop ends ... ooo CACh 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Stop ends. ... ee -/11 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 
Angles ae ere kias . 8 3/- 3/4 3/7 4/10 
Nozzles ces Swe ha 2/4 2/9 3/- 3/4 4/10 
Union Clips Siby vias 1/2 1/3 1/4 1/6 2/3 
Per ton basis 
in London 
S 8 
Jron—Staffordshire oe we Sauuy a 49 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars ; eae “ee 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops ane aus “ee eos eee 44 2 6 
“Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Soft Sheets C.R. and =n mn —_ £8, id. 

20 —_ o abe ose ae ey 58 2 6 

24 gauge Ses Sa mee soe ooo ove sco 100012. 6 

26 gauge . one aes soa «OD 1 6 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 t— 

20 gauge a a F nen ee wo 0 17 

24 gauge ose ose ove soe ane ove os 210) 1-40 

26 gauge ‘ sis = o. te 42 0 
Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and C. A— 

20 gauge ove eee eee eee oo. 68 7 0 

24 gauge one ose ess ove coe ae. as «Fas 0 

26 gauge ina me an eos isis ne 71 2 0 
ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) s. d. 
Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) .. per Ib. 2 103 
Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) are = Sas 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) - a 2 9} 
Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 

wide) . 2 7k 
Coiled strip ‘for flashin 22 09, 71% purity 22 SWG (12 i in. 

wide) 3-0 


Corrugated sheet, BS 1470 NS 3 Utility “Circular 
Profile 8 ft. xX 32 in. x 20 SWG .. per Sheet 1 12 0 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 


Profile 8 ft. x 313 in. x 20SWG + © 47 2) 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 31 in. x 20SWG es = it 2 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding . per Ib. 2 8% 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C 1 in. diam. round... . z-6 
Extruded section BS 1476 HE! WP simple angle _... - 2 114 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. a — a 2 104 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SW = 4 34 
Tubing BS 1471 HT1OWP 13 in. O/D x SWG ose re 5 6% 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


Al! per doz. sin, fin. Lin. Ifin. Ihin. in, 

Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 

head for iron * .- 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for j iron .- 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 91776. 

do. with two unions for lead 89/—  132/— 234/4 472/~ 6237/6 1389/6. 
Double nut boiler screws «- 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves hi 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 

iron eee es Pee «» 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165). 


ldin. sin. Zin. 3in. 3hin. 4in, 
Caps and screws ... ner we =33/— 40/8 §9=59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves eee — 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 


14 x 6b. 14 X 6b. 2 x 71b.3 x 71b, 
Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws ... as see | fal 90/- 144/- 246/- 
Lead S. trap do. ay sce  BT/- 108/- 177/- 318/- 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 351/— 14 Ib. lots per lb. 3 6 
Tinmen’s ... es gee ss oe ZU a 3 £1 
Blow pipe sa » » 430/- . < “Sa 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 29}d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. d. 
4 in. X = gauge... 14 Total per Ib. 434 approx per ft. 11} 
jin. X Ms we «123 ss , 418 4 16} 
1 in. x ig 2 ie 108 si SADR. ee i 25 
idin. x 18 104 s * 0LP oe eh 0 
lnin X48... sa BOE a me (Sa 36} 
ee 617 11j 414 a 574 


Rolled Copper sheets 3 up to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 313 15 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 9 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) Ke " 8 6 6 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) < mS e 3 3 


Brass TUBES 


Brass tubes basic alae - ee and manufactur- 


ing extras per |b. 2 0 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ e¢ 

Lead Sheet, Eng/ish, 34 Ib. substance and upwards perton 155 0 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils ase “ 157 33. 9 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia... Ss 158 15 0 

over 4 in. dia. ee aes es 160 15 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe wee aaa : 158 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton ses = per cwt. 20 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. me 40 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially, 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £110 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 2 3 
do. White do. do. ee 811 9 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. nae s 8 4 3 
do. Fine do. do. 8 12 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ee aaa ae ie 6 14 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. ae eis nee “a 5 17 6 
do. ¢White) do. Re re _ re! 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. eae ae Se a 5 10 
do. (White) do. a a 5 14 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in l-ton loads... » edhe? 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads dh 156 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ea ae 3 210 6 
Hair... .. percwt. 417 6 


Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board F in. thick 600 


yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site .... per yd 2 4 

1,200 yds. ... a pT 
Do. Insulating do. "3 in. thick 600 sei ‘and over 

in one delivery. Delivered site ... A 3 0 

1,200 yds... pa 2 Ik 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 

12 ft., $ in. thick, 600 on and over in one delivery. 1 

Delivered site - a 2 6 

1,200 yds. a 2 
Do. ha do. “fi in. thick 600 yds. ‘and over 3 

in one delivery. Delivered site ... ss - ; 2 


1,200 yds. ... sae cae wie ne ase aA 


THE BU 


PAINT 


Deliverec 
Ceiling L 
Washabl 
Gloss Pa 
Snowcem 


Ground 

Genuine 
Genuine 
Genuine 
Size XD 
Raw Lin: 
Boiled Li 


Turpentil 
do. 
Solignum 
Creosote 
Paste Pov 
White Lil 


VARNI:! 


Delivered 
Oak Varr 
Oak Pale 
Hard Dry 
Crystal P 
Eggshell | 
Finest Ca 
Front Do 
Japan Go 
Black Jap 
Brunswicl 
Berlin Ble 
Terebene 
Knotting 
French ar 


GLASS 


Delivered 
18 oz.She 
moe 4 
2602. ,, 
SeORy. is 

i in. Roll 
i in, and 





Town. 


Aberavon .. 
Aberdare ., 
Abergavenn 
Abingdon | 
Accrington 
Addlestone 
Afan Valley 
Aldeburgh | 
Aldershot D 
Alfreton UI 
Alnwick U 
Altrincham 
Amble ...., 
Ambleside . 
Amersham . 
Ammanford 
Andover .... 
Anglesey, Is 
Ardingly , 
Arundel ..., 
AKO ....... 
Ashbourne | 
Ashbourne t 
Ashby-de-la. 
Ashby Wou 
Ashford (Ke 
Ashford (M 
Ashington | 
Ashtead... 
Ashton-unde 
Aspatria and 
Atherstone I 
Attleboroug! 
Axminster . 














THE BUILDER February 8 1957 289 
} 1957 
PAINT AND DISTEMPER | Per ft. super 
Delivered London area £ s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard sarees sai 
Distemper per cwt. 1 7 6 WI +7 
Ceiling lite 7 ide ea aca a aaa 103 
Washable Distemper 7 5 S do. Standard Tints. ius a aes aa ae 1 8 
Gloss Paint abs gal. 3 3 0 do. Special Tints ... aes 3 4 
: Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ewt. ¢ rums) per cwt. 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, “Reeded, Reedlyte and 
2 
'n, LEAD PRODUCTS AND Os Luminating 1 3h 
Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs per cwt. 9 14 0 1 in. Wired Cast rs oe ee sa as 1 5 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 rs Tots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 3 9 6 1 in. Georgian Wired Cc ‘ast... a ae aa 1 5 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. od ws percwe TF FS 9 , . sa fs 
917/6 Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, | cwt. “lee a 3 0 0 — Glass Blocks— Each 
1389/6 Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per tin 9 0 Z 53 33 > 3% in. see eos cr eee 2 11 
93/6 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra per gal. 3 P. B. 3. 73 x 74 3% in. eee te tee tee 4 5 
= Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) — do. a 17 9 P.B.3 74x 73 x 34 in. see 4 5 
165]- SUNDRIES —— Corner Blocks to match up with— 
4in Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... das oa 6 64 P.B.2 “ eee <a was Ei saa aa 226 
) 155/3 do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. an a 5 10} P. B.3 4 ee was aaa aa a3 i ae a. 
91/5 Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 8 4 P.B.32 mee Pa ee soe 7 0 
<7 Ib Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ; pe 2 0 } in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality— Per ft. super 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) tee per Ib. 2 0 In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. 3 10 
Bilis White Lining Paper... nie “es was per piece I I eee 3 5ft. sup. 419 
e a re 45ft. sup. . 
; . VARNISHES, etc. o a pe 100ft. sup. 6 0 
Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates emeiien 100 { ft. 
41 red London area 4 in. Po 
43 | oreo Outside or Inside be. per gal. 118 0 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Pale Copal do. mk ee oe as 118 O —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aes tee eae be ye Te both ways Ay ane a 9 0 
d¢ 240 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto” 12 1 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. wos eae aa oe 2 ! 
a Eeeshell Flat Varnish do... 0 lus ese 2 6 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 17 2 
cwt. Fest Carriage Varnish iad ie ae ae ‘i > 5 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. -_ Sup. prices on application. : 
Front Door Varnish ... Sci a oo ns ss > 1 0 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
.. Japan Gold Size a a ues ce aes ne 114 0 Quantity Tarifi—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
16 Black Japan... ere Ee $89 see “oe ” 115 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
5 Brunswick Black <a ase vc oom sae ” . ; pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
ae j < eee eee ) H by ¥ 
= oon - ae i . 113 0 Minimum Per ft. sup. 
1 Knotting ( gal. bottles free... Se se re fe 2 : : py > a no s. “a 
French and Brush Polish (do eee eee cee a © Apa *Q tee tee eee eee ~ 3 
Of « ” Ee ded ae pee .-- 2,000 63 
( 26 oz. cad aoe om xe .-- 2,000 8} 
3 15 0 ” * A 
GLASS 32 oz. ; wis ada awd ... 2,000 11g 
per ft. super 4 in. Rolied Plate eis ..- 1,000 8} 
9 0 Delivered London area ; Ss. ¢, } in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
616 18 oz.Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality.Cut Sizes 6} Patterns, White... 1,000 8% 
ae Mot « "i ee ‘ss ‘ os 8} 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
2602. 4, ‘<“ a va i s 11 - Spotlyte.. ..- 1,000 11} 
32 o2. a my: ta a 1 23 fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 0 
} in. Rolled Plate eas ose aie 103 4 in. ” Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ..- 2,000 1 2 
> 03 i in. and in. Rough Cast « ae was ade 1 2} 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... sae ae ..« 2,000 1 2 
London 


AANA 
ecooc 
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2 9 CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 
4 0 5 
6 0 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1957. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
BUPA MON cs taisicnccntentlaccave A Bridgnorth MB ............. Al 
Aberdare ..., ee Grade Classification. A yy Bridgnorth RE... ..Al 
Abergavenny a * Craftsmen 4, 44 4/4 Bridgwater Al 
p23 Abingdon ..... Al Labourers 3/10 3/94 Brierfield... oA 
311 9 —e ey ron - 
addlestone .... a : : —_ righton ove .. ° 
; 4 ; Afan Valley ... a Town, Grade. Town. Town. Bristol District nay” 
312 3 Aldeburgh ............ Al DATED accsiiccdesicacttens Al Bedlington .........cssccseeeeee RR cise Broadstairs ....... Al 
5 14 6 Aldershot District ... Al DTA 5 iisscdsccacvaccecpeece Al Bedlingtonshire UD Blackwell RD .. Bromsgrove UD cole 
517 6 Alfreton UD ........ ay BAGO cos ccscenscdconctveses A Blandford ......... Broughton, Flint oA 
5 Sie Alnwick UD ... oe Beeston & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD Buckfastleigh Al 
5 70 Altrincham ...... coda RUMMNIMIES, «2c ccaauwacadicukens Al MRGTOS CIEE cinccuseaceiscacences A Blidworth _..... Buckingham .... Al 
514 6 Amble ....... my Bakewell UD .. ae Belton ...cas<0000 uA Blyth B. Buckley ...... A 
5 Ambleside ., .Al Banbury _........ wey Berkhamsted ay Bodmin ..... Be a ..Al 
1 il Amersham ..... Al Bangor cocudal Berrington ..... «Ail Bognor Regis . Burnham-on-Crouch Al 
1 6 6 Ammanford ney Barnard Castle cock Berwick Borough oA Boldon UD .. Burnham-on-Sea ...... Al 
210 6 Andover .......... wy Barnoldswick UD .. A Beverley MB .. uA Bolsover UD Burnley — ..........-++. A 
417 6 Anglesey, I Al Barnsley CB ...... ei Bewdley MB..... ae TION ceccnncasis Burton-on-Trent C.B. ay 
Ardingly ........ ue Barnstaple ....... Al Bexhill-on-Sea cash Boston MB . RE ay 
24 Arundel .., coded Barrow-in-Furness .........+++ A Bideford _...... ey Bourne End ............0+ Bury St. Edmund Al 
2 3} BRO isiacccones ay Barrow-upon-Soar RD Biggleswade ey Bournemouth District | ER oA 
Ashbourne RD . | (part Thrussington) ...... Al Billericay ........ eae GIN TE dnc scsckaccacacnes IIE ieinicininvenioniakanieneans Al 
Ashbourne UD ,.........0.666 Al RNNE -cvaanecdsvcdewnadcaevuntus PND nc cacevedice ay Bracknell ..... 
3 0 Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD ...A Basford RD (exc. Willough- Billingham UD ay” Bradford CB 
2 11t Ashby Woulds UD. ey” by-on-the-Wolds Al) ...... A Bilsthorpe....... ll Bradford-on-Avon COIR, Oo ciscincasciccintes Al 
Ashford (Kent) ....... Al Basingstoke Al Bilston MB ..... er PD acannconsanscanesians Al Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of {Al 
Ashford (Middlesex) . a WR rai sauces Rey Birchington Al Brandon & Byshottles UD A Ce eae A 
21 Ashington UD ....... coh Batley MB of PBMOTINUE  cncncsctcessesseencss ‘a Brecon—Borough of. 1 Camberley District .Al 
5 bt 7 LT eae ne seat aeee BRMOERIOW .ocsesecsdeces .Al Birmingham CB ..... tA Breconshire, County of . Cambridge ......... mae 
Ashton-under-Lyne .........A Beaconsfield District ae * Bishop Auckland UD.........A pe | eae ah Cannock UD . cool 
Aspatria and Brayton | -Al ea my Bishop’s Stortford ... er Brentwood e Canterbury Al 
33 Atherstone RD ......... soobh Beccles .... .Al Bishops Castle MB.. scala Bridgend ........ Cardiff A 
3 4 Attleborough .Al Bedale RD  ' Bispham A Bridlington MB .. Cardiganshire,County of 
Axminster ............000000 7 Bedford ....... Ga Blackburn a Bridlington RD .... Carlisle 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—Continued 
























































































































































































































































Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. Town, Grade 
SE) 0 ea A Felixstowe ............ r DEOINDS seks k ere A Pembrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB... A 
Carmarthen—Borough of...Al Filey UD .... Lichfield MB eer ford Haven) ............... Al Swadlincote UD |." 
Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A1 Fleetwood Lincoin CB ... aay Penmaenmawr . Al Swaffham...” a; 
eS ee A Flint MB . Liskeard ...... .Al Penrith UD ,,... evden Swanage District . 
Castleford UD a Folkestone Littlehampton Al Penzance .................. Al Swansea 
Caterham ............ a Frinton , pie Liverpool . ee Peterborough, Soke of (East- Swindon District 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ok Lie ea Ee Cd St Llandudno ....... Al ern Regional Portion) ...Al Swinton UD...) 0" 

pe Eas onl Lianelly (incl. Lla elly RD) A Petersfield ............... .Al 
Charmy Down os ~.' Gainsborough UD ............ Llanfairfechan ......... Al Pickering Al Tamworth MB ies “i 
Chatham District ooo Gateshead CB...” Sa Llangollen ........ . Al Plymouth _.... uA Taunton... Al 
Chatteris oo... Al Gillingham (Dorset) """ London ..... rs Pontefract MB .... wy Tavistock ... ‘Al 
Cheadle (Staffs) RD A Gillingham (Kent)...."” io A Long Eaton .... soe Pontypool & District vA Tenterden .., Al 
Chelmsford .......... A Glastonbury & Street” Al NS ERR Ae | Pontypridd District Be Teignmouth Al 
Cheltenham .., oA RSIOMOD  siaceceses a, hee A Loughborough MB ae Porthcawl ........... A Tewkesbury Al 
Chepstow es Gloucester seb Louth MB........... ail Portishead... Bree. Thames Haven A 
Chertsey , ia Gloucestershire, Cnty. of fAl Lowestoft .. a Portland Bill ... Al Thetford ........, Al 
RMROBEN 55. cas ccshane oooA Godalming Al Loxton ......, Al Portsmouth ..... ooo Thirsk RD .. ik 
Chester-le-Street UD. weak Ludlow MB ... Al Port Talbot sore Thorpe Bay ......;. A 
Chesterfield MB ....... ook Ludlow RD .... wal PUEMON  o..s6ccc rr, Thurrock UDC Area scagesitalk 
Chesterfield RD a . Luton Pee ie ai Princetown, «Al a North of to Billericay,..4 
Chichester .......... Al Gosport ......... oe Lyme Regis .... Al Pudsey MB ..... pare CLT Ae aaa oe! A 
Chipping Norton... ose Grantham MB “i Lyneham (Devon) . Al Pulborough ............. Al Todmorden MB std 
Chipping Sodbury 177.7" Al RSraveeend: on A VENOM” ek ae A Tonbridge ....... WAL 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Grays Thurrock UD Area...A : Torquay AL 

ham Within and Harden- Great Yarmouth .......... |, A Radnorshire, County of tAl Totes ...., Al 

RIED) Cc cehce rere ae Al Grimsby CB ......._. + sah, A Ramsgate ............ Al SME i504, WAL 
Chorley........ A Grimsby RD (part) .1..""' Maidenhead 7K Raunds UD . ay Trowbridge Al 
Cirencester Al Guildford District..." Maidstone ow... oes... A Rayleigh ..., A ae AL 
Clacton. ..:.,... Al ene (iseex) ae 4 —. _ Tunbridge Wells ‘Al 
Clay Cross UD.. sn . Q Pee eesercececcecceees edearB .. “ memouth CB .............., 
Cleethorpes MB a ag A | Malton UD“. ~ AL | Redditch UD 22.7" A ° . 
Clevedon ., AL Hitsiead Al Malvern UD ... Al Redhill & Reigate A MOM VeRs tO 5 os sess, A 
Cleveleys . ae aoa," “a Manchester ens et Rhondda Valley eee vod Uppingham (Salop) 
Clitheroe ... me arlow a : ry Manningtree een Fee | Richmond B (Yorks) ar Uttoxeter RP ...... ey 
Coalville UD ....... cr Harpenden ee Mansfield MB vA IDON MIB’... 5..50000 Al Uttoxeter UD..." 
Cobham (Surrey) rk Harrogate MB”, aa saath ttteeeeeeee a Rochdale .. eo 
Colchester .........” me Hartlepool B ‘A EASE ser ssashiseceek cputecccd A Rochester ...... - A Wakefield CB 
caine: .,..;..... rary arwell ee Ae Market Harborough RD...A1 Ross-on-Wye... Al Wake jel RD: 

Colwyn Bay Al Rarcih o an Market Harborough UD A Rossendale Valley . ey of oy B 
Congleton ..... Al iene,” “a Market Rasen OD... Al Rotherham CB... va wes o 
ASOnsStt UID oo... A * oe , UEEIOK: Ssctsseses o WISN issec avd z xe 
poe tae ee Hastings eelisetbine Ad Maryport ee A Rugby MB ... oA falsden eedaeaces 
Hatfield (Herts) A Matlock UD é Walton-on-Naze 
CODY ID... socc..e3 uA Havant oA atloc A Rugeley UD .... Al WwW 
Cornwall, County o} Al Haywards Heath “AL ew Paine ae re Rushden'UD .,................ A Sai stteeeeee 
conn “a | Heanor UD... A | Merionethshine” > “Al Warrington ... A 
pate ac sea at Hemel Hempstead .. ay Merthyr a Saffron Walden Al Warwick MB A 
Paeshaa eee moe Henley-on-Thames Al Mexborough UD a St. Albans... A Wednesbury MB ... A 
Crommelt Aerodrome Site ks moe hire G , — Middlesbrough CB |. A St. Austell .. -Al Wellingborough UD A 
Crawley a — ire, Cnty. of...¢ Middleton ......... A ENRON ee cscovvessece A Wellington UD ......... ooh 
Crewe — Hertfa ' a Oke e pert Al Middlewich a St. Neots ..... Al Wellington (Somerset) Al 
Crewkerne . a oem RD” eA Mildenhall...” mG" Salisbury City .. aol Wells (Norfolk) .. 1 
Cromer exam UD ° A Milford Haven UD. .Al Salisbury Plain .. soul Wells (Somerset) Al 
Saak Hexham UD .. A Minehead 800.600 os Al SABA vec cstci Al Welwyn _....... vA 
Heysham ........ A Monmouth—Borough of. Al Sawbridgeworth . ome Welwyn Gar. City . ay" 

RTs H d A g A 
Crowborough CYWOOT .........4... Monmouthshire............| 1 Saxmundham ..... oech West Bromwich CB.......A 
Cuckfield : * Higham Ferrers MB . A orecambe Os Scarborough MB... ee Westbury ........... : 

pitbras a Wycombe .. A Moreton Valence Be, Scunthorpe MB ....... wank Westcliff-on-Sea . 
inckley UD .. A Morley ............. a ae Seaford & Newhaven... Al Westerham ........... 
oe tteee A Morpeth B ..... me 4 ey WED oo. A West Hartlepool pee A 
Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Hol —" A Morpeth RD ae Sevenoaks . .. A Westmorland (except 
Darlington CB ae — . 2] Mundesley ...........00 7" Al Shaftesbury Al 1 are 
Dartmouth Al orley ........ . A Sheerness —.... Al Weston-super-Mare 
Darwen ........ conn Horncastle UD . Al Sheffield MB vce NOV DRIIBO oso: cess ccessies A 
Daventry MB Al Orsham ........ Al RAD acest Otel A Shepton Mallet . Al Weymouth (including Port- 
Deal er Horwich ......... A Neath & Valley ee Sherborne ..,. Al land Bill, excluding Port 
Denbigh Town ... AI Huddersfield CB A DNEMIOR 255.5560, A Shipley... tou land Stoneyards) Al 
rbyCB....... yee cree WA Newark MB. A Shoeburyness <A Whitby UD ..... 
Dein... Al Hunstanton .......... Al Dlewbury, «........:...., Al Shoreham ....... a Whitby RD 
Devon, County of Al Huntington (Staffs) 003. A Newcastle-on-Tyne CB... A Shrewsbury MB .. ee Whitehaven ... ae eee 
Dewsbury CB ...... we Neweastle-under-Lyme -.""'a |  Sirhowy Valleys “At | Whitley, & Monkseatoa UD 4 
Didcot .,...... Al Ilfracombe .................. Al New Forest District Al Sittingbourne .... .Al Whitstable and District ...A 
Diss SEN Al Ilkeston MB.... sail Newmarket . Al Skegness UD .. .Al Wickford a 
Doncaster cS... A likley UD..... we Newport, Mon. A Skipton UD .... lik Widnes .... “2 
rchester , Al psWich.........02 sod Newport Pagnell Al Sleaford UD .....0.0. -Al Wigan .. “ai 
orking ...... es Isle of Sheppey wil Newquay ........... Al Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton ... : 
Dorset, County Al Isle of Thanet... Al Newton Abbot .. owl 1 CREE A Wilmslow .......... sat 
 yteatceibe Al Isle of Wight 2..0000000000007" Al Normanton UD ....."” aA Smethwick CB fA Wilts. County of. tal 
Dovercourt ._ on Northallerton District "A Snettisham . ee | Wimborne ...... rr 
Driffield UD ."” Al J B Northallerton UD ...... soe Solihull UD ......000002.. oscoAh Wincanton a 
Drigg & Carleton om TOW B osesessocecscseseseors A Northampton CB ; ok Somerset, County of......tAl Winchester ... - 
Droitwich MB ..... ey 3 North Shields ....... “<0 Southampton and Windermere Al 
Dudley CB ... a Keighley MB .,.... A North Walsham Al Eastleigh ............ pseuew en A Wisbech ....... rv 
Dunstable |.” A eae =e Northwich .,........ coal Southend-on-Sea Dist. A Witham . Al 
oi i | aR RACES A Kenilworth UD.. wor Norton Radstock .Al Southport eee ee rte nT A Withernsea U Al 
pe ed i 7 Herter] sortase seth — > a CB . A bere N teteseeees A 
€ynsham ......... ou ottingha pre outhwold —.,......., okingham ......... . 
gy Sevall eigen - Peokeees| MB.. rc] Nuneaton "MB eatecseaseavede A forsee Ww ae = Worcanmpton CB . ~a 
E. Glam. ON. WAL. ..y<0 ingskerswell ....... taffor ane olverton Dis 
East Grinstead District. A1 King’s Lynn ..... ae | Oakham RD Al ee A Woodbridge .......... . 
East Kesteven RD...... eoososl Kingsteignton ol jae TT > a ape dec Al Stamford MB Al Woodhall Spa UD . 
East Retford MB........ an BURN ooo 2s acscsscen Re ees “Al Stantonwick . ay Woodstock _ ....... 
Eastwood (Notts) UD A Knaresborough UD . wae Ol th en : Stevenage . cos Worcester CB 
Ebbw Vale & District A sr 2 aa ee A One — Stockport . vc Workington ...... 
Edenbridge .... AL Oneski "gue es Stockton RD ...... A Worksop MB 
EE sccsvee Al MADORNCT 555505085605: om + ome & Hoskc aye Stockton-on-Tees B.. A Worthing ........::... 
Epping aN Leamington MB. A Canad eo. —— Stoke-on-Trent CB ... A Wrexham (incl. Cefn) 
Evesham MB . “ Leatherhead ,, A Oundi UD ee? mre Stoke Orchard ..., Al Wroughton ., 
ae ook Leeds CB ... isk: be 4 eee Stourbridge MB . A WIG: «v.55 
Exmouth Leek UD ..... steed: On ve pp Stourport UD .... ae Wymondham _..... 
Leicester CB .....|. re xte Stowmarket .................. Al 
Fakenham Leighton Buzzard ... Ai Stratford-on-Avon MB... A PMU Sos 25 2525 35 05 lesedshpntaesl 
Falmouth ... ION ov soscivccs. Al Padstow Stroud (RD Area) Yeovil Borough . 
Fareham ..., Leominster yy Paignton a Sunderland CB .... ; MOU CW 5.2.65; 
Faversham Letchworth 1.0.0.0..." A BAD re corey sessed ene Sunningdale ........ ee GIGGLE. <0 005cssnazosiseriavons 


*For Birkenhead , Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s, 6d.; Labourers, 3s, 114d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 5}d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 11d. ¢Plus 2d. per working day. This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing Own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 6d. per hour. Women engaged on work other thao 
craft processes, 3s. 2d, per hour. 
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For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see Page 293 
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Time-controlled Heater 


A’ NEW electric space heater, that can be 
+% sed as a cooler, which incorporates fan 
air diffusers and a pre-set time control 
operating device is announced by Géillott 
Electro Appliances, Ltd., Cotswold Works, 
Chalford, Nr. Stroud, Gloucestershire, a sub- 
sidary of the Southern Areas Electric Cor- 
poration, Ltd. Full production has begun of 
the apparatus, which has been named * Fan- 
vectair. It is in production in two forms. 
One is a free-standing unit. The other is an 
inset unit and has a maximum depth of 7 in. 
Each type of ‘Fanvectair’ has internally 
two standard Gillott portable fan heater 
units. The ‘ Fanvectair’ has 3 Kw. output 


eis ct ae fe 
: aes 












‘Fanvectair’ heater-cooler 


which produces a rapid rise in room tem- 
perature as the heat is dispersed by the 
electric fan diffusers. Normally, the fans 
would operate for the initial period of 
heat-up, and then the unit could be 
switched to half-heat convection at 1,500 w. 
to maintain temperature. Both variations 
are available in a standard range of 
three pastel colours, dove grey, rich 
cream and venetian red, but for bulk 
orders the inset version can be provided in 
any specified colour. Claimed to be intro- 
duced for the first time in a space heater, is 
a time pre-setting device known as the Gil- 
lott Chronomatic Control. This device has 
two dials, one dial enables a pre-set intro- 
duction of heating for any period up to 14 
hours: the secondary dial given a four-hour 
maximum band for the heating to be cut off. 
22% in. high; 184 in. wide; and 6% in. 
eep. 


Oscillating Hoists 


A series of automatic oscillating hoists 
have been introduced by Martonair, Ltd., 
Parkshot, Richmond, Surrey, for applica- 
tion where it is necessary for a load to be 
automatically oscillated and in daily use 


over oil, water, and brine quench treatment 
tanks, degreasing baths and so on. Both the 
speed and magnitude of oscillation may be 
varied over wide limits and manual control 
is available. These hoists have capacities up 
to 500 Ib. and are normally fitted with four- 
wheel trolley sets. 


Double-ground Tiles 


Extra process during the manufacture of 
their tiles, which include Staffordshire clay 
which has been doubly ground, give Woollis- 
croft Industrial Tiles the certain advantages 
claimed by the makers, George Woolliscroft 
and Son, Ltd., Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 
These include uniform size, finer texture, 
harder finish and richer colour. 
Fireproofing Compound 

A fireproofing compound is claimed to be 
unique by the South American Minerals & 
Products Co., Ltd., 26/7, Cowcross-street, 
London, EC1, who have recently launched 
the sale in the United Kingdom of ‘ Exolit’ 
Exsud Firestop. Applied as a surface coat- 
ing to insulation board and acoustic board, 
it gains a Class 1 flame spread under BS 476, 
tested by the Joint Fire Research Organisa- 
tion. 


TRADE NEWS 

A New Sales Service 

HE Lighting Division of Philips Electri- 

cal, Ltd., Century House, Shaftesbury- 
avenue, London, WC2, have published the 
first number of their new ‘Lighting Appli- 
cation Bulletin.” This publication, further 
editions of which will be produced at 
irregular intervals, has been maiied, to- 
gether with a letter explaining the objects of 


PRECAST FLOOR UNIT 





The new ‘ Bison Multi- 
unit, made by Concrete 
Ltd., 16, Northumberland 
Avenue, London, WC2, 
is purpose-made in widths 
from 14 in. to 7 ft. 2 in. in 
12 in. increments. Length 
according to requirements, 
the thickness is 5, 6, 7 or 
8 in. according to span- 
load. The upper surface is 
left for screeding, the lower 
for plastering or painting. 
The illustration shows a 
Multi-unit being lifted into 
place; the drawing is of 
half a unit, showing the 
voids 
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the service, free of charge to electrical con- 
tractors and retailers and to shopfitters. Its 
aim is to assist them in the handling of the 
smaller type of lighting project for different 
types of businesses. The first number of 
the series deals with lighting for grocery 
and provision shops. The bulletin is a four- 
page, two-colour publication which illus- 
trates a completed scheme together with the 
types of lamps and fittings designed for 
specific applications. 


Distributor Appointment 


Builders and Domestic Suppliers (Mid- 
land), Ltd., Economic House, 121-125, 
Church Hill-road, Handsworth, Birming- 
ham, 20, has been appointed a main dis- 
tributor for Stillite Products Limited, ther- 
mal and acoustic insulation material, for 
Shropshire, Warwickshire, Worcestershire, 
Gloucestershire, Staffordshire, Hereford- 
shire, and S. Wales. 


Vulcan Products Reorganised 


Vulcan Products, Ltd., the specialist paint 
manufacturers of London and _ Slough, 
announce that they have ceased production 
of their decorating range of paints and 
finishes, except for factory maintenance 
work. This move has been undertaken to 
allow the company to fulfil its function with 
the Blundell Group by concentrating its pro- 
duction, research and sales activities exclu- 
sively on industrial and transport finishes. 


New Yorkshire Factory 

A further stage in the expansion pro- 
gramme of British Oxygen Gases, Ltd., was 
reached when the ‘Duke of Devonshire 


officially opened the company’s new factory 
at Brinsworth, near Rotherham. 


Australian Liaison 


Doulton and Co., Ltd., Doulton House, 
SE1, announce that they are associating 
themselves with the old-established firm of 
Mashman Bros., Pty., Ltd., of Sydney. The 
new company, Doulton Mashman, Pty., will 
develop the manufacture of sanitary ware 
at the Mashman Works at Chatswood. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDIN 
From Our Own Correspondents 


ARGENTINE: The National Water and 
Power Board has called for international 
tenders for the Buenos Aires thermal power 
station. The call is for both financing and 
constructing, preference to be given to the 
best financing offer, and offers will be 
opened, as far as is known, on May 2. The 
station will include steam-powered electric 
generators, turbines, transformers and acces- 
sory equipment, and will use coal as its main 
fuel, but will also’be equipped to use oil, 
and natural gas. It is envisaged that it 
will be completed within four years and 
that within three years the first generator 
will be ready to turn. Accessory equipment 
will include a 200-ton unloading crane. 
Long-term plans for new plant are being 
considered and improvements and addi- 
tions will be made to existing power installa- 
tions. . . . The Power Board is also con- 
sidering plans for the construction of a dam 
on the Rio Hondo in the Province of 
Santiage del Estero. The project will 
irrigate 250,000 hectares and cost about 
£5,000,000. ... The State Oilfields have 
plans for a number of developments, some 
of which will soon be ready for tender. 
These include a 12}j-in. oil duct from 
Tucuman to San Lorenzo and pumping, 
storage and distributing plants; a 24-in. gas 
duct from Campo Duran to Buenos Aires, 
compressor, measuring and control stations 
and a radio communication system, a 
refinery (capacity 10,000,000 cu. m. of gas 
a day), a system for the recovery of gas 
from the well at Campo Duran and a 
6,000 kw. power station; and a 10}-in. oil 
duct from Lujan de Cuyo (Mendoza) to 
Buenos Aires and La Plata, pumping, stor- 
age and distribution plants and a radio 
communication system. Bids are to be 
opened on March 29 in Buenos Aires, New 
York and Dusseldorf, but the procedure 
does not imply any preference for U.S. and 
German suppliers. 


BRAZIL: Recently the President of the 
Republic authorised a further credit of 
$90m. for the completion of the work on 
the hydro-electric piant of Rio Bonito in the 
State of Espirito Santo. At the same time, 
he established a State hydro-electric 
organisation to be known as ‘Espirito 
Santo Centrais Electricas S.A.” (ESCELSA). 
This organisation will control the plants on 
the Rio Bonito and another projected plant 
known as ‘Suica,’ together with a number 
of small hydro-electric plants in the State. 
... The head of the Brazilian’ State 
petroleum organisation ‘Petrobras, an- 
nounced in Porto Alegre that his organisa- 
tion is studying the possibility of building a 
refinery in Rio Grande do Sul. It is possible 
that it will take the form of an expansion of 
the existing plant in Rio Grande, known as 
the Ipiranga refinery. . The plan for 
building a tunnel under the bay to join Rio 
de Janeiro to the city of Niteroi is still be- 
ing studied by the French firm ‘ Etudes et 
Entreprises.” When these studies have been 
completed a general call for tenders will be 
put out. 

BRITISH GUIANA: A grant of over 
$43,000 has been made from the Colonial 

evelopment and Welfare Fund to meet 





half the estimated cost of continuing, during 
1957, the hydrological survey operations on 
the Canje, Mahaica, Mahaicony and Abary 
Rivers. The work involved is related to the 
Government’s programme of _ drainage, 
irrigation and flood relief, and must neces- 
sarily be continued over several years... . 
A point about 100 miles up the Demarara 
River, at Mamali, is considered by the con- 
sulting engineers employed on_ hydro- 
electric investigations to be the most promis- 
ing and economical site for the first scheme 
in the Colony. The cost, involving surveys, 
borings, etc., is expected to be about 
$233,500. . .. The Georgetown Town Coun- 
cil are experimenting with the use of poly- 
thene tubing for water supplies and, if 
results are satisfactory, they hope to be 
able to change over completely to this type 
of water piping in the future. .. . It is 
hoped that the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies will be able to second a hospital 
architect from the UK Ministry of Health 
or from one of the Regional Hospital 
Boards, to prepare plans for the new public 
hospital which is to be built in George- 
town. . . . The Housing Department is in- 
viting contractors to quote for the building 
of 1,000 houses at Ruimveldt and La Penit- 
ence in advance of the actual clearing of 
the proposed new sites, in order to avoid 
delay in commencing work when the sites 
are ready. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: A _ big 
scheme of electrification is to be launched 
at a cost of $47.7m. which, by 1966, should 
provide electricity for all the towns in the 
Republic. The cost includes the construc- 





tHlenderson 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
STRAIGHT 
SLIDING 











‘TANGENT’ 
FOLDING 



































ry So 


TANGENT 





PROMPT DESPATCH —WRITE FOR NEW LIST 955 
P. C. HENDERSON LIMITED 
HAROLD HILL, ROMFORD, ESSEX 

Telephone: Ingrebourne 4444 205/491 





THE BUILDER February g 1957 


tion of both generating stations and new 
hydro-electric dams, but does not include 
an atomic power station which, it js stated 
is to be set up at Haina... . The Depart. 
ment of Hydraulic Resources and Fishing 
announce the conclusion of plans to con. 
struct 24 water supply lines at a cost of 
$3,500,000... .A draft law has been 
approved which deals with the Setting up 
of the National Housing Institute of the 
Dominican Republic with an outlay of $2m, 
The Institute will finance the construction 
of economic and hygienic houses in the 
whole of the national territory, or construct 
them ‘itself, with the object of facilitating 
their acquisition by persons of modest means 
during a period of up to 30 years by means 
of fixed periodical payments. 


PERSIA : The American consultants for 
the area (Lilienthal and Clapp) have had 
their contract extended from two to five 
years and their terms of reference enlarged 
to cover practically every form of develop- 
ment in Khouzistan. They are to set upa 
Khouzistan Development Authority with 
subsidiary bodies to deal with irrigation, 
power, etc... . A contract has been signed 
with Morrison Knudsen for some of the 
preliminary work on the Karaj Dam. It 
will be another nine months before the 
specifications for the main contract can be 
ready. 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: After 
little less than a year’s operation in Trinidad 
the local factory of * Maidenform Ltd.’ 
finds that it requires larger premises. A 
new site capable of accommodating a 
factory of 300 more workers is being looked 
for. 


American Tour 


Mackay Industrial Equipment Ltd., manu- 
facturers of the Mackay free-piston direct- 
air compressor, and sole UK _ distributors 
for the range of Allis-Chalmers industrial 
earth-moving equipment, announce _ the 
commencement of an extensive tour of the 
United States and Canada by Mr. K. F. 
Dormer, the company’s technical director. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


*Australia.—The supply is required of all 
necessary labour, materials, tools, plant and 
equipment for the construction of the follow- 
ing portions of the bulk sugar terminal at 
Bundaberg, Queensland: (i) Excavation, earth 
works, stabilised sand fills, compaction and pre- 
paration of subgrade; (ii) construction of rein- 
forced concrete footings, tunnels, pits, retain- 
ing walls, floors and drainage channels; (ii) 
construction of approach roadways and storm- 
water drainage. Bids should be sent to the 
Secretary, Bundaberg Harbour Board, Quay-st., 
Bundaberg. Queensland. by February 22. De 
tails from BoT, ref. ESB/3026/57 (Tel. Chancery 
4411, ext. 738 or 771). 

*Rhodesia and Nyasaland.—Work on a new 

civic centre in Salisbury is expected to begin 
about the middle of 1957. Plans are not yet 
completed, but it is expected that the chief 
features will be a city hall, a national theatre, 
municipal offices and a library. A new airfield 
is to be built at Lilongive, Nyasaland. Ten- 
ders have been called for work on the first 
stage, which calls for a gravel runway strip 
with a secondary grass strip able to accom- 
modate Dakota aircraft. Details from BoT, 
ref. CRE 4733/56 (Tel. Trafalgar 8855, ext. 
2304). 
* From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. The telephone number 
and extension at the end of the paragraphs 
relate to the department of the Export Service 
Branch, Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCI, 
where further information can be obtained. 
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oe The. 


SCOTTISH 


BUILDER 


SSHA Mobile Laboratory 
Tie Scottish Special Housing Association, 
L 





imited, of Edinburgh, has success- 
fully utilised a mobile laboratory both for 
central and on-site research and control 
work demonstrating very effectively the 
value of such a unit. The Sitemaster Van 
built by Stephenson Developments (Hudd.), 

Ltd, Huddersfield, is a normal four-wheeled 
trailer unit structurally, but laid out internally 
to the requirements of the SSHA. The equip- 
ment installed in the van is that whi@h would 
normally be expected in a static laboratory 
engaged on practical testing for construc- 
tional purposes, the emphasis being 
essentially on straight forward on-site use. 

The basic function of this mobile labora- 
tory is to ensure that concrete is used to its 
maximum capabilities allowing a necessary 
factor of safety. The Association had been 
building by direct labour houses of no-fines 
concrete construction up to four storeys in 
height since 1951, apart from the pioneer 
work carried out by it in this field before the 
war. Before it could contemplate building 
to greater heights, it was necessary to deter- 
mine scientifically the full potentialities of 
the material. 

The laboratory commenced this pro- 
gramme early in 1954 at its Edinburgh depot, 
making, under carefully controlled con- 
ditions, numerous no-fines concrete cubes of 
varying mix proportions and aggregates, 
testing them to destruction at different ages 
and thus assessing the complete range of 
strengths available. 

It was then necessary to determine (a) the 
degree of control obtainable under the 
different conditions that occur on building 
sites, ie., the degree of variation from 
laboratory strengths that would obtain on 
sites under controlled conditions, and (b) 
the relationship between the no-fines concrete 
actually poured to form the walls (two or 
three storeys at a time) and the cubes made 
from the same hatches of concrete. For 
this purpose the mobile laboratory was 
moved to Glasgow, and observations made 
over a period on two large sites where four- 
storey flats were under construction. 

This work provided data which formed a 
basis for the structural design of the ten- 
storey flats built at Toryglen by the SSHA 
and a basis for the mix design used in 
actual construction. 

The work at Toryglen, now nearing com- 
pletion, has been particularly valuable in 
Providing experience in no-fines construc- 
tional control. The laboratory is designed 
and equipped to handle any type of con- 
struction control but obviously approaches 
cach new project or application with scope 
for expanded experience. In the case of no- 
fines, construction was first done on two- 
storey blocks and stepped up to four storeys. 
The completion ef ten-storey load bearing 
blocks in no-fines is as much a tribute to 
the work of the laboratory as to the enter- 
Prise and ability of the Association itself 
since construction to such heights in a 
relatively unfamiliar material demands 
maximum vigilance and control on the part 





of the scientific staff. The Association has 
now indicated its intention to build 12-storey 
blocks in non-reinforced no-fines concrete. 


Glasgow Programme 


GLASGOW’S municipal housing programme 
for 1957 provides for the starting of 4,576 
houses—3,028 by the Housing and Works 
Department (direct labour) and 1,548 by 
contractors. The total does not include 
houses to be built by the Scottish Special 
Hous.ng Association, which completed 630 
last year. 


Unemployed Building Workers 


THE ATTENTION of Edinburgh Corporation 
housing committee was drawn to the grow- 
ing unemployment among workers in all 
sections of the building industry by a depu- 
tation from trade unions which met mem- 
bers of the committee recently. They urged 
the corporation, as the largest employers 
of building workers, to speed up housing 
contracts and take advantage of available 
labour. 

It was stated that 270 workers in the 
building trades in Edinburga were unem- 
ployed. Private builders had scaled down 
their workers and the deputation felt that 
the corporation should try to absorb more 
labour. It was agreed that a sub-committee 
should examine the points raised by the 
deputation. 


SCOTLAND’S HOUSING, 1956 
31,501 New Houses Completed 


The number of new houses completed in 
Scotland last year was 31,501. This is about 
2,000 fewer than in 1955 but is still a greater 











TWENTY-FIFTH EXAMINATION 


OF THE 


Institute of 
Clerks of Works 


will be held at the 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS 
66, Portland Place, London, W.1 
15, Rutland Square, Edinburgh & 
College of Technology, Belfast 
on the following dates: 
Part I (PRELIMINARY) 
2nd & 4th JULY, 1957 
Part Il (FINAL) 
3rd, 4th & 6th JULY, 1957 





DIPLOMAS TO CANDIDATES 
PASSING FINAL EXAMINATION 





Part | Past Examination Papers 
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© DEAWINGS. .cccciccesccecesasseoses price 4/6 


For Syllabus, Entry Forms and Papers, apply the 
Secretary: 
Ww. J. GIBBINS, 5, BROUGHTON RD., 
THORNTON HEATH, SURREY 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING re rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1957. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 44d.; Labourers 3s. 10d. 


For apprentices, the rates are’ 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 

Ist 63 es see ae 48 It 
2nd = a .. 334 64 2 
3rd - AP + 9% 3 
4th a ae .. 663 128 4 
Sth as x <n Ue 144 4} 
For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 

probationary period) i a << 2 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 

end of probationary period) ws, ae 











number than in any year previous to the 
peak year of 1953. At the end of December 
the total number of new houses under con- 
struction was 37,295 compared with 39,022 
at the same date in 1955 and 37,727 at the 
same date in 1954. 

Of last year’s completions 22,084 were 
built by local authorities, 3,133 by the Scot- 
tish Special Housing Association and 4,576 
by private owners. This was the largest 
number of private houses completed in 
Scotland in any year since before the war; 
but there were still five local authority 
houses being completed for every one pri- 
vate enterprise house. 

These facts are given in the quarterly 
housing report for Scotland (H.M.S.O., price 
Is.). 

The number of new houses built in Scot- 
land under the post-war housing programme 
now stands at 288,143. In addition 32,176 
temporary houses have been built. Of the 
new permanent houses built by local auth- 
orities since the war, 253,563 have been 
built by local authorities and the Scottish 
Special Housing Association. Private owners 
accounted for 21,906, or approximately 7} 
per cent, of the total. In England and Wales 
268,724 new houses were built in 1956. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Universitv ?oard has plans in the 
hands of own architects for new University 
Hall of Residence at Powis. 

Dundee.—Plans in hand for reconstruction 
at Dundee High School. A: R. Dron and 
J. McLellan Brown (A), Municipal-bldgs., City- 
sq. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation has approved plans 
for £20,000 extension to Royal High prep. sch. 
and extension to Trinity Academy estimated 
at £26,000. A: A.’Stecle (A), Municipal-bldgs., 
Parliament-sq. 

Edinburgh.—Plans approved by Department 
of Health for Scotland for new Protestant sec. 
sch. A: A. Steele (A), Municipal-bldgs., Par- 
liament-sq. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation Planning Com- 
mittee have approved amended plans for new 
shopfront for C. and A. Modes, Ltd., Princes- 
st. 

Fifeshire.—Plans prepared for extensions at 
Viewforth jun. sec. sch., Kirkcaldy. A: 4 
Lawrie (A), County-bldgs., St. Catherine’s-st., 
Cupar, Fife. 

Fifeshire.—Plans approved by Department of 
Health for Scotland for dev. of Coltburndale 
scheme, Burntisland, consisting of 100 houses. 
E&S: A. C. Watson, Master of Works Offices, 
Burntisland. 
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Forfarshire.—Plans approved for extensions 
at Mayfield-terr., Arbroath, for the Arbroath 
Co-operative Socy., Ltd., 36, Guthrie Port. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new canteen 
and bath bldgs., for Mavor & Coulson, Ltd., 
Redan-st., Rutherglen, at 173-181, Swanston-st., 
Bridgeton. A: J. Taylor Thomson, McCrea & 
Sanders (F), 212, Bath-st., WC2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hands of Ministry of 
Works, 112, George-st., Edinburgh, for post 
office at junction of Thistle-st. and Reyton-rd., 
Hutchiesontown. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations at 
Renfield-st. for the Canadian Co., Lid. A: 
Baron Bercott (F), 118, Blythswood-st., WC2. 

Glasgow.—Corporation Sub-Committee on 
Highways. dealing with the Clyde Tunnel re- 
commended on January 31 that the £5,400,000 
contract for the construction of the Clyde 
Tunnel be placed with Charles Brand and Son, 
Ltd., civil engineering contractors, London, the 
lowest of three submitted tenders. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by own staff for 
buildings at Garvel Point for the Greenock 
Dockyard Shipbuilding Co., Ltd., Main-st. 

Inverness.—Plans in hand for warehouse at 
the Glen Mohr Distillery for Mackinley & 
Birnie, Ltd. A: Blyth & Blyth, MICE, 135, 
George-st., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new halls at 
Manse-rd., Forth, A: W. F. Smith (L), 4, 
Whifflet Knowe, Forth. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new fire 
— es residential quarters at Bishopbriggs 
site. : S. McColl (F), County-bldgs., Hamil- 


ton. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for extensions at 
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the Whiteslaw Engineering Works for H. Mar- 
tin & Sons (Carluke), Ltd. A: W. Nimmo 
(A), Commercial Bank-bldgs., Carluke. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for office bldgs. 
at Omoa-rd. for J. Cassidy & Co., Dryburgh- 
rd., Motherwell. A: Cowrie & Millar (F), 
eet Bank-bldgs., Brandon-st., Mother- 
well. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for extensions at 
the Scottish Industrial Estate, High Blantyre, 
for Metal Industries, Ltd, Blantyre, 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by own engi- 
neers for additions, including petrol tanks, at 
Clydeside fire station by W. G. Smith, Ferni- 
gare, Hamilton. 

Renfrewshire.—Painter work at housing 
schemes at (a) Thornliebank (72 houses), (b) 
Busby (20 houses) and (c) Newton Mearns (40 
houses). Submit names and state schemes for 
which firms are prepared to submit offers to 
the County Engineer, 16, Black Sneddon-st., 
Paisley, not later than 10 days from Feb. 1. 

Ross and Cromarty. — Easter Ross Water 
supply, Loch Glass scheme: Erection of filter 
station at Evanton, comprising the complete 
erection of superstructure on reinformed con- 
crete foundations, already completed, as part 
of engineering contract. The building will 
have masonry walls, slated roof and consider- 
able areas of floor and wall tiling internally. 
Contractors wishing to tender for all trades 
within one contract should send their names 
to Peter S. Leask, County Architect, Tulloch- 
st., Dingwall, by Feb. 15. 

Zetland.—Plans prepared by own architects 
for new hospital at Lerwick for the North- 
Eastern Hospital Board, Albyn-pl., Aberdeen. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement this and 


previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (+) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 11, 
*Chester City C.—Secondary modern schooi, 
Newton Hall estate. City E. 


FEBRUARY 12. 
*Denham.—36 dwellings, etc. Licensed 
Victuallers’ Benevolent Institution, Asylum-rd., 
Peckham, SE15. 
FEBRUARY 13. 
*tUxbridge BC.—48 dwellings, Midhurst- 
gdns., Hillingdon. H. E. G. Stripp, BS and 
Arch., 263, High st. 


FEBRUARY 14. 

*South Western Regional Hospital Board.— 
Additions to isolation building, St. Lawrence’s 
Hospital, Bodmin, Cornwall. Sec., 27, Tyn- 
dalls Park-rd., Clifton, Bristol, 8. 

*tSurrey CC.—MD Occupation and Training 
Centre, Pond Meadow, Park Barn, Guildford. 
County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 

*Surrey CC.—Boathouse, etc., Ham mooring 
base, Ham, Richmond, County A, Kingston-on- 
Thames. 


pages of 


FEBRUARY 15. 
*Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—New roof to 
Council offices. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY i6. 
*Essex CC.—Adaptation, Kingswode Hoe, 
Colchester, as day sch. County A, Chelmsford. 
fLiverpool CC.—Applications from firms 
wishing to tender for construction of first in- 
stalment of five 11-storey tower blocks of flats, 
on basis of own system of structure, on four 
separate sites. Architectural and Housing Dept. 


FEBRUARY 18. 

*tBristol City C.—Reconstruction work at 
James Phillips & Son, Ltd., premises, Union-st. 
City Estates Surveyor and Valuer, The Ex- 
change, Corn-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 19, 
*Leyland UDC.—44 flats, Westfield-drive, 


and bungalow, Haig-av. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
**Durham CC.—Conversion 
Bede Burn-rd., Jarrow, 
County A., Durham. 
{Oxfordshire CC.—Littlemore proposed gram- 
mar sch, (two-form entry), County A. 


FEBRUARY 21. 
*Ealing BC.—Reinstatement of wall copings, 
Selbourne school, Perivale. BE. Dep. £2. 
*t+Ipswich CB.—72 houses, Chantry estate. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 28. 
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FEBRUARY 22, 
*Bromley EC.—Mixed  sccondary schoo! 
Hayes. BE. Dep. £2 2s. ; 
*tEast Suffolk CC.—Police 
Colville. County A, Ipswich. 
Tenders by Mar. 18. 
FEBRUARY 23. 
*Northumberland CC.—Secondary moger 
school, Belford. County A., Newcastle-upo,. 
Tyne 1. Dep, £5 5s. 
*Wigan CB.—85 houses and 16 flats, Marsh 
Green estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 1. 
*+Tottenham BC.—112 dwellings, Regtory 
Farm, Weir Hall-rd. BE. Dep. £2 2s, 
MARCH 2. 
*Ripley UDC.—42 houses, Woodsite estaie. 
S. Dep. £2 zs. 


house, Carlt 
Dep. £2 


MARCH 5. 

*Brighton CB.—Eight flats, South Wooding. 
dean estate. BS, E & Planning Officer, 26-3), 
King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Brighton CB.—28 flats, Lower Bevendean 


estate, junction of Hornby-rd./Taunton-gr, 
BS, E & Planning Officer, 23-30, King’s-r¢, 
Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 6, 
*Southend-on-Sea CB. — Alterations to 
kitchen. Wentworth High School for Girls, 
Boro’ A., 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 7. 


*Preston CB.—(a) Erection Savick County 
primary school; (b) heating work at same; and 
(c) electrical at same. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8. 

*Hatfield RDC.—48 houses, Dellsome-ln., 
Welham Green. J. H. Parker (A), 82, Great 
North-rd. Dep. £10 10s. 

MARCH 9. 

*Saffron Walden RDC.—Two houses and 
four bungalows, Manuden. C. 

MARCH 11. 

*Bournemouth CB.—Extensions and _altera- 
tions West Howe secondary school, Duck-la. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

*Brighton CB.—School, Woodingdean. 
BS&E and Planning Officer, 26-30, Kings-rd. 

*Guildford RDC.—38 dwellings, West 
Horsley. J. W. Snape, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rugby BC.—4 shops and 2 flats with 6 
maisonettes, Newbold Glebe estate. BS. Dep. 


£2: 2s. 
MARCH 12. 

*Hunts EC.—Grammar — school, Orton 
Longueville, nr. Peterborough. County A, 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2: 2s. 

MARCH 13. 

*Newmarket UDC.—16 houses, Bahram- 
close. P. D. Lees, architect, Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 15. 
*Hants CC.—Sec. sch. for girls, Romsey- 
rd., Winchester. County A, Winchester. 
MARCH 18. ; 
*Barrow-in-Furness CB.—Rebuilding public, 
baths, Abbey-rd. Wadham & Parker, archi- 
tects. 111. Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 13. ’ 
*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board.—Heating 
installation work, East Riding general hospital, 
Driffield. A, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by March 4. 
FEBRUARY 14. 


*+Plymouth City C.—Electrical installation. 
in connection with reconstruction Guildhall. 
City A., Seymour-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 18. 

New Sarum CC.—Building 
materials. City E. 

Poole BC.—Road materials. 

FEBRUARY 20. —_ 

*Godstone RDC.—External _ painting and 

repairs to 285 houses. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 21. 
Burgess Hill UDC.—Road materials. E&S. 
FEBRUARY 22. 5 
Brierley Hill UDC.—Road materials. pee 
Hemel Hempstead BC.—Building and 102 
materials. Boro’ E. ; : 
Lancaster CC.—Road materials. City E 
FEBRUARY 23. _ si 
Maesteg UDC.—Road and building materia’. 
Ss. 


and road 


Boro’ E. 
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FEBRUARY 24. 
Torton UDC.—Building and road materials. 


EAS. FEBRUARY 25. 
Sunderland =CB.—Wrought-iron gates. for 
housing estates. Boro’ A., Grange House, 
stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. an 
*Thurrock UDC.—External painting 514 
houses, bungalows and flats. Estates Manager. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
‘Luton BC.—lIronmongery to Rotherham 
county sec. sch, apd sec. tech. sch., New 
Bedford-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. each. 
FEBRUARY 28, 
*Chester-le-Street RDC.—Builders’ materials, 


* MARCH 1. 
ae BC.—Building and road materials. 
Boro’ S. 
*Rickmansworth UDC.—External 
and repairs to 201 houses. E&S. 
MARCH 2. 
*Hornchurch UDC.—Chain link fencing. S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 11. 
*Manchester City C.—School Furniture. City 


MARCH 15, 

*Sheffield City C.—(a) Mechanical; (b) hot 
water, and (c) electrical installation works, 
Jordanthorpe secondary modern school. City 
A. Dep. £2 each. 

NO DATE. 
*Jarrow BC.—Housing supplies. BE. 


painting 
Dep. £2 2s, 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 11. 

{Breconshire CC.—Resurfacing works at 13 
schools. County A. 

FEBRUARY 18, 

Ashton-under-Lyne BC.—1,200 yd. lin. of 
estate roads, sewers, etc. Boro’ S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Leominster BC.—720 yd. of 12 in. to 18 in. 
dia. concrete and CI sewer, manholes and two 
storm overflow chambers. Ward, Ashcroft & 
Packman, Ccl’s. constg. engrs., 38, The Temple. 
Dale-st., Liverpool 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 
_ Wallasey CBC.—Reconstruction and widen- 
ing to 64 ft. of Fender-la. bridge over the 
Fender, in three simply supported 11 ft. spans 
of r.c. on bored pile foundations. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £3. 

Warwickshire CC.—Three miles of new dual 
carriageway road, together with two miles of 
additional carriageway on line of existing road 
between Stonebridge and Allesley, including 
five bridges under and over London-Holyhead 
trunk road, A45. County S. Dep. £15, 


FEBRWARY 23. 
_ Bexhill BC.—2.638 lin. yd. main SW sewer 
in 21 in.-39 in. dia. concrete tubes, 115 lin. yd. 
of 39 in. dia. CI outfall pipe on foreshore, 32 
manioles and five small brick chambers, Broad 
Oak-la. to Veness Gap. Boro’ S. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Derbyshire CC.—Re-alignment and widening 
of Chesterfield-Worksop road, A.619, for 1,300 
yd. east of Nitticar Corner to junction of A.618, 


nr. Barlborough. County S. Dep. £2. 
Finchley BC.—Private street works (1) 
Arcadia-ave., N3. length 450 ft. (2) Abingdon- 
td. 252 ft. (3) Amberden-ave. 640 ft. Boro’ 
E&S. Dep. £2. 
' MARCH 2. 
_*Ripley UDC.—Roads. sewers. etc., Wood- 
side estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 4. 


Melton and Belvoir RDC.—Croxton Kerrial 
water supply scheme (to villages of Croxton 
Kerrial, Saltby and Sproxton). Laying only of 
6,000 yd. lin, of 6 in. and 600 yd. lin. of 4 in. 
Class B_ asbestos-cement pressure pipes with 
Screwed joints. 
lin. of 4 in. and 3,000 yd. lin. of 3 in. Class B 
Spun-iron water main with screwed gland joints. 
Engr. Dep. £3 3s. 

Melton and Belvoir RDC.—Sewstern water 
supply scheme (to villages of Sewstern and 
Coston) 7,500 yd. lin. of 4 in. and 440 yd. lin. 
of 3 in. Class C spun-iron water main with 
Screwed gland joints. Engr., Warwick Lodge, 
Melton Mowbray. "rics. Dep. £3 3s. 

Wokingham ~ RDC.—Wargrave sewerage 
feconstruction. Ch. Engr. Dep. £3 3s. 








—— a 


“THE BUILDER’ PRICES 
Chain Link Fencing 


As from January 28, the premium appli- 
cable to sales of chain link fencing to iron- 
mongers, hardware dealers and _ builders’ 
merchants was reduced by 15 per cent. 











Providing and laying 3.100 yd. 


MARCH 11. 

Berkhamsted UDC.—8,850 sq. yd. carriage- 
ways, 1,260 lin. yd. sewers, etc., at Westfield 
estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

Dunbarton CC.—Realignment and improve- 
ment of Gretna  Green-Stranraer-Glasgow- 
Stirling trunk road, A80, for 3.16 miles from 
county boundary nr. Mollinsburn to Hole 
Farn-rd., west of Cumbernauld. County S. 
Dep. £20. 

MARCH 18. 

Esher UDC.—Improvements and extensions 
to Esher and Molesey sewage disposal works. 
3: BD: D. M. Watson, MMICE, 18, Queen 
Anne’s-gate, SW1. Dep. £10 10s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


_ Camberwell. — Matsonettes. — After discus- 

sion with offices of the MH&LG, the Building 
Development Com. has decided to amend the 
layout of the proposed Camberwell House 
scheme in order to reduce the height of the 
two 2I-storey blocks of maisonettes to 15 
storeys each. This will reduce the total number 
of dwellings to be provided on the site from 
460 to 445. The Boro’ Architect is F. O. 
Hayes (A). 

Chelsea. — POLYTECHNIC SITE EXxTENSION.— 
The MBC has decided to raise no objection to 
a proposal of the LCC to acquire for further 
education purposes, including the provision of 
a residential hostel for students, the Dovehouse- 
st. housing. site, an area of 1.2 acres at present 
zoned for residential purposes, but which the 
MBC had decided not to develop. 

Hornchurch. — Houses. — By-law approval 
has been given to T. M. Lucas for 9 houses at 
Berwick-rd., Rainham, and to Tidder Bros. 
(Builders), Ltd., for 12 houses at Hacton-la. and 
extension to Ravenscourt-gro., Hornchurch. 

St. Pancras.—ScHooL_.—Plans have been pre- 
pared by Lewis Solomon, Son and Joseph 
(F/F), 21, Bloomsbury-way, WCl, for a new 
voluntary secondary school for Jewish pupils at 
Camden-cres., Camden-rd.. NWI. The esti- 
mated cost of the scheme is £199,943. 

St. Pancras.—ScHoo_.—The Schools Planning 
Sub-Com. of the LCC has approved a scheme 
prepared for the governors for the proposed 
Camden Town All Saints CE secondary school, 
with 340 places, estimated to cost £106,100. The 
architects are Thomas F. Ford & Ptnrs. (F), 
189, Victoria-st., SWI. 

St. Pancras.—FLATS AND MAISONETTES.—The 
Planning and Housing Development Com. has 
approved a scheme for the redevelopment of 
the area comprising 7-14, St. Alban’s Villas, 
and 1 & la St. Alban’s-rd., NW5, by four 
blocks of three- and four-storey flats and 
maisonettes (54 dwellings), with provision in 
one of the blocks for a maternity and child 
welfare centre for the LCC. The architects are 
Norman & Dawbarn (F/F), 7, Portland-place, 


P 

Woolwich.—Home For AGep.— The LCC 
Welfare Com. has approved a scheme for a 
small home for 60 old people at the Abbey 
estate, estimated to cost £80,800. 





(PROVINCIAL) 
Accrington.—TC proposes remodelling of 
Town Hall.—Proposes development of new 


light industrial estate at Huncoat.—Approved 
plans for extensions to premises at East Side 
works, for Panette Holloware, Ltd., and ex- 
tensions to offices at Ramsbottom-st.. for Finch 
Watson, Ltd. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC to reconsider erec- 
tion of flats at Charlestown. 

Atherton.—UDC proposes erection of 18 
aged persons’ bungalows at Hag Fold estate 

Bangor.— University College of North Wales 
proposes erection of new building. for Depart- 
ment of Applied Electricity, £100,000 est. A: 
S. Colwyn Foulkes (F), Pwllycrochan-av., Col- 
wyn Bay. 


295 


Barnsley.—TC approved layout for 15 aged 
persons’ dwellings at Birk-hse. and 12 aged per- 
sons’ dwellings at Grange-la. i 

Billingham-on-Tees. —[mperial Chemical In- 
dustries, Ltd., are planning for 100 houses a 
year for next five years for employees at new 
works they are building at Wilton. ae 

Billingham-on-Tees.—UDC__is__ considering 
proposed development of Northfield estate.— 
British Titan Products, Ltd.. to carry out office 
and laboratory extensions at Haverton Hill-rd. 
—Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., to erect 
offices and conference room and new instrument 
shop on their factory site. ; 

Birkenhead.—RC Authorities (Rev. A. Rigby) 
propose erection of new church at Worcester- 
rd. and Hoylake-rd. A: F. X. Velarde (F). 
9, Windsor-bldgs., George-st., Liverpool.— 
Governors of St. Aslem’s College propose erec- 
tion of new science wing A: W. & J. B 
Ellis (F/A), Barclays Bank-bldgs., St. Helens. 

Birmingham.—EC proposes new tech. sch. 
for boys and girls at Marsh Hill. A: H. W. 
& M. A. H. Hobbiss (F/F), 36, Waterloo-st., 
Birmingham. : 

Blackpool.—Plans submitted to BC: 19 
houses at corner of Red Bank-rd. and Devon- 
shire-rd., for Matthews & Turner, Ltd, 
Rivington-av., Bispham; 56 houses, roads and 
sewers at Ashfield-rd., for R. Fielding & Son 
(Builders), Ltd.; reconstruction of shop pre- 
mises at 88-94, Church-st., and 61, Abingdon- 
st., for Wilsons (London and Provinces), Ltd., 
Universal-hse., Swallow-pl., W1 ; alterations and 
additions at 117-119, Church-st., tor J. H. 
Berry & Sons, 96, Talbot-rd. 

Boldon.—UDC to erect 94 houses at Wel- 
lands-la. housing estate. S: J. T. Edmondson. 

Brighton.—TC proposes factory (floor area 
60,000 sq. ft.) at Lower Bevendean Industrial 
area for Tungsten Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Brighton.—TC proposes two 2-storey blocks 
of 8 flats and 2 houses at Waldron-ave. and 
Hawkhurst-rd., Coldean, £19,700 est. Boro’ S. 

Chapel.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., pro- 
pose alterations to ‘ Grapes Inn.” 

Cheltenham.—Housing Com. approved plans 
and model scheme for erection on ‘ No Fines’ 
system of three-storey block of six flats front- 
ing Princess Elizabeth-way, five blocks of five- 
storey flats and maisonettes (50 dwellings) 
fronting Shakespeare-rd., and one block of 20 
four-storey flats fronting road No. 39 on 41- 
acre site at Arle and Hesters Way estate. Ad- 
joining site fronting Edinburgh-pl. is reserved 
for hotel, shops and car park. Five-storey 
block is to be substituted for three-storey block 
included in previous scheme relating to Prin- 
cess Elizabeth Way, close to junction of 
Orchard Way, and tender to be invited from 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. Boro’ S: G. G. 
Marsland, MBE, AMInstCE, MIMunE. 

Cheltenham.—By-law and TP approval to 
T. J. Cooke for single-storey I'ght industrial 
building on site of five cottages to be de- 
molished in School-la., off Fairview-rd.—Out- 
line application of Western Estates, Ltd., to 
construct road and erect 30 dwellings between 
Alma-rd. and Warden Hill-rd. approved, sub- 
ject to approval of detailed plans. 

Cheshire—EC received Min‘stry approval 
for mew sec. sch. at Rossett. £95,000 est. 

Chesterfield.—RDC proposes erection of 
further 300 houses at Wingerworth and block 
of three-bedroomed houses and one-bedroomed 
flats at White House Farm estate, Tupton, and 
Queen-st. redevelopment area of Pilsley. 

Chesterfield.—Methodist Authorities propose 
erection of new church premises at Grasmere 
Close. Phase 1, £14,000 est. 

Cockermouth.—RDC to build 12 houses at 
Pit Brow, Dearham. S: A. E. S'mpson. 

Consett.—Work will begin in spring on erec- 
tion of new St. Patrick’s RC church, to cost 
£40.000 and to accommodate 400 people. A: 
A. Rossi (A), 15, Melbourne-st., Consett. 

Coventry.—14 acres of land at Willenhall 
Wood are to be acquired by compulsory 
purchase for housing purposes. : 

Coventry.—Governors of Alderman Harris 
prim. sch. recommend approval of preliminary 
sketch plan of proposed school. 

Coventry.—City C to acquire by compulsory 
purchase site of } acre of New-st. and Cox-st. 
for extension to Central College of Art and 
Technology. City A and Planning Officer: 
A. G. Ling (A), MTPI. 

Coventry.—TC approved plans for new in- 
dustrial premises at Swan-la., for Mills & 
Rockleys, Ltd. Plans by J. D. & B. Y. Tetlow 
(F/A), 1, Bird-st., Lichfield. 
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Darlington.—_TC intends obtaining tenders 
for erection of new corn exchange at junction 
Victoria-rd./Clifton-rd. Boro’ A: E. A. Torn- 
bohm, Central Buildings, Darlington. 

Denholme.—UDC approved plans for exten- 
sions to garage at Milton-st., for Denholme 
Co-operative Soc., Ltd. 

Eccles.—TC approved plans for rebuilding of 
‘Wellington’ hotel for J. Holt, Ltd., Derby 
Brewery, Manchester. A: Matley, Brotherton 
& Mills (L), 39, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 

Farnworth.—The Farnworth & Kearsley In- 
dustrial Co-operative Soc., Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of new food hall and butcher’s shop at 
junction of Highfield-rd. and Derwent-rd. 

Gateshead.—Plans approved for new pre- 
mises at High-st., for Gateshead Central Social 
Club, £15,000 est. A: Arthur & Kirkup (L), 
Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Gateshead.—Plans are under consideration 
for proposed warehouse, for Team Valley 
Paper Mills, Ltd.—Martins Bank, Ltd., to 
erect two-storey bank premises at High-st.— 
Boro’ E (G. F. Winters) to prepare scheme 
for the erection of 24 houses on land adjoin- 
ing Causeway estate and 48 maisonettes on 
stage two of Lyndhurst estate. 

Halifax.—TC seeks Ministry approval for 
erection of 54 Gregory type flats at Brunswick- 
St. 

Harrogate.—TC proposes erection of new 
Exhibition Hall on site of Rose Gardens. 
£32,000 est. 

Hartlepool.—TC has approved plans for fac- 
tory extensions, for Steetley Magnesite Co., 
Ltd. Work includes sea water jetty extension, 
beach fume house and bridge, sea water stor- 
age tank, electric sub-station, hydrotreater dust 
plant extensions, office block and other build- 
ings. 

Hereford.—MH&LG granted planning per- 
mission to City C for 44 semi-detached houses at 
Red Hill estate. Reema Construction, Ltd., 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., Unity Structures, Ltd., 
and Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., to be invited 
to submit tenders for non-traditional dwellings 
at Redhill and Green Lanes estates, section 2. 
City S_ and Planning Officer: F. Margerison, 
AMICE, MIMunE. 

Hull.—TP Com. approved in principle plans 
and external design of shops and offices pro- 
posed for erection on site of Tivoli Theatre, 
after demolition, by Harold Needler, builder. 


Lytham St. Annes.—BC proposes 36 dwellings 
of bedsitter type and 36 of one-bedroomed type 
at Smithy-la. site—Approved plans: houses and 
bungalows at Gretdale-ave. for Arnold Ingram 
& Son, Builders, Ltd; new warehouse at rear 
of premises at corner of Woodlands-rd./Rosa!l- 
rd. for E. H. Booth & Co., Ltd.; concrete build- 
ing to house distribution plant at corner of 
North Warton-st./West Cliffe for North Western 
Gas Board; new hotel at junction of Ripon-rd., 
Woodlands-rd. and Blackpool-rd. for Duttons 
(Blackburn) Brewery, Ltd. 


Macclesfield.—Cheshire EC proposes new 
C of E aided prim. sch. to serve Ivy-la. area. 


Maidenhead.—_LCC proposes extension to 
Fernhurst boarding special school, Pinkney’s 
Green, £21.480 est. A: Raglan Squire & Ptnrs. 
(F/A), 3, Hobart-pl., SW1. 

Manchester.—Plans approved for erection of 
Mohammedan mosque after demolition of 
existing house at 423, Wilmslow-rd., Withing- 
ton, for Trustees. Scheme being dealt with 
by Ellis & Sons, 1, Princess-st.—Extensions to 
Holy Trinity church at Cobden-st., Walker-st., 
and Goodman-st., Blackley, for Rev. John S. 
Jones. A: Leach, Rhodes & Walker (L/L), 
90. Deansgate. 

Manchester. — TC approved plans :— 
Additional storey to portion of office block at 
Forge-la. and Philips Park-rd., Bradford, for 
Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. Plans by J. 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., building contractors, 
Swinton, nr. Manchester; rebuilding war 
damaged club premises and accommodation for 
resident caretaker at 36, George-st. for Man- 
chester Literary and Philosophical Society. A: 
Francis Jones & Son (F/A), 178, Oxford-rd. ; 
9-storey shop and office block on site bounded 
by Market-place, Market-st. and Corporation-st. 
for the Unicos Property Corporation, Ltd. = 
Cruickshank & Seward (F), 196, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 

Mansfie!d._-BC approved plans for extension 
to bus garage at Paulsons-dr. and Chesterfield- 
td. South for East Midland Motor Services, Ltd. 

Market Drayton.—UDC approved plans for 
erection of 23 houses at Salisbury-rd. 


Meriden.—CC proposes commencing work 
this year on erection of new school at North 
West side of Fillongley-rd. 

Middlesbrough.— fC preparing scheme for 
five shops and 10 flats at Pallister Park. 
Boro’ E. 

Middlesbrough.—EC to submit revised plans 
to MH&LG tor proposed children’s home. 
Boro’ E: J. A. Kenyon. 

Middlesbrough.—TC proposes to build old 
people’s hostel at Beechwood, £40,000 est. 
Boro’ E: J. A. Kenyon. 

Morpeth.—_RDC approved plans for com- 
pressor house at Lynemouth Colliery. Plans 
by H. V. A. Hateyly, Chief S, No. 3 Area, 
National Coal Board, Ashington. 

Nantwich.—_UDC to prepare scheme for 
erection of 30 steel-framed bungalows. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Newcastle Regional 
Hospital Board to spend £12,000 on provision 
of increased X-ray accommodation and new 
dental department at Newcastle General Hos- 
pital. Board’s Ch. A: P. H. Knighton, MBE 
(A), 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C_ received loan 
sanction for £10,000 for alterations to former 
Rutherford grammar sch., and £153,880 for 
erection of Kenton county prim. sch. No. 2. 

North Riding.—EC proposes improvements 
and new assembly hall at county school, Pres- 
ton-on-Tees. County A. 

Northwich.—IClI, Ltd., propose erection of 
extensive new office buildings at junction of 
Moss-rd. and Winnington-la. 

Nottingham.—EC proposes new People’s 
College of Further Education at Walnut Tree- 
la., £414,000 est. 

Notts.—CC approved inclusion of following 
in 1957/8 programme: Mansfield Woodhouse 
grammar tech. sch., £266,010 est.; Mansfield 
Woodhouse Forest Town Clipstone sec. sch., 
£121,120 est.; Ordsall Hall county sec. sch., 
£11,520 est.; extensions at Workshop county 
tech. college, £92,835; extensions at Kimberley 
county sec. sch., £35,120 est.; Newark Barnby- 
rd. county infants’ sch., £26,215 est.: and com- 
pletion of Selston Holly Hill county prim. sch., 
£17,025 est. 

Prudhoe, Northumberland.—Ten staff houses 
and two bungalows to be built at Prudhoe and 
Monkton Hospital, by Newcastle Regional 
Hospital Board. Board’s Ch. A. 

Rochdale.—TC seeks loan £13,624 for exten- 
sions at Lowerplace infants’ school. 

Rochdale.—TC approved plans: Two-storey 
office block at Castleton Ironworks, for David 
Bridge & Co., Ltd.; extensions to Regent Mill, 
Princess-st., for Oswald & Duncan, Ltd.; 
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alterations at 161, Drake-st., fo 
—e Co., — t Blackburn 
otherham.— proposes expendi 
£325,000 on erection of houses on tea 
worth Park site in 1957/8 programme, 4 

Royton.--UDC proposes 24 flatlets at Luzie 
Brook. y 

Runcorn.—UDC proposes erection of 19 
bungalows at Easterly side of Westfield-cres — 
UDC approved plans: Extension to existing 
garage to form storage for coaches, loading of 
passengers and workshop and stores on land at 
junction of York-st. and York-pl. for F. 
Yates, 30, Victoria-rd. ; extension to brick office 
block off South-parade and covered area for 
road tankers at Western Point for ICI, Ltd 
General Chemicals Division; extension to salt 
treatment plant building at Western Point for 
ICI, Ltd., Salt Division, Winsford. 

Scarborough.—Damage estimated at £30,000 
has been caused by fire to dining room block 
at Scarborough Holiday Chalets. Rebuilding 
work will commence as soon as possible, 

Sedgley.—Plans submitted to UDC:—104 
houses, roads and sewers at North side of 
Gospel End-rd. for Mulville Builders, 15 
Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton. ‘ 
— proposes six houses at Sutton 

Mi 

Standish.—_UDC proposes 74 dwellings at 
Larkhill estate, £107,813 est. 

Stockport—TC approved layout for 360 
dwellings at Canal Bridge Farm estate; 
approved plans for additional classrooms at St, 
Winifred’s RC prim. sch. and gymnasia at Dial- 
stone sec. sch. and Stockport high sch. for girls, 

Stokesley.—RDC has approved plans for 20 
houses and four bungalows at Nunthorpe 
Station, and proposes to acquire ten acres of 
land at Yarne for housing. S: W. Burnie. 

Stretford.—BC proposes erection of 16 dwel- 
lings on site adjacent to War Memorial, 18 
on site of Old Trafford Conservative Club, 8 
on site of All Saints church, 18 at Collens 
nursery site, 4 at Elsinore-rd. and Skerton-rd., 
8 at Chester-rd. and Thomas-st., 30 at Stret- 
ford-rd. between White-st. and Lucy-st., and 4 
at Wansbeck-hse., and further instalments of 
Longford highways depot, £22,000 est— 
Approved plans: Offices and warehouse at 
Talbot-rd. and Boyer-st., for G. H. Gilkes & 
Co., Ltd. 

Sunderland.—Tenders to be considered next 
month for new Farringdon county sec. mod. 
mixed sch., for EC. Plans by Boro’ A: H.C. 
Bishop, Grange-ho., Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 
QS: Martin & Felton, Refuge-bldgs., St. 
Thomas-st., Sunderland. 

Tynemouth.—Sub-committee has been asked 
to report to TC on provision of new Towo 
Hall and civic centre. 

Tynemouth.—Foots, Ltd., to extend their 
factory at Preston Village and have prepared 
own plans.—J. Smeds (A), Camden-st., North 
Shields, has prepared layout plans for develop- 
ment of land at Clementhorpe, Preston Park, 
North Shields, for T. H. Rigby, builder, 12 
Grand Parade, Tynemouth.—J. Hogg & Sons, 
brassfounders, etc., Lawson-st., North Shields, 
have submitted outline proposals to TC for 
warehouse and office accommodation at Thrift- 
st., North Shields—W. B. Edwards & Ptnrs. 
(F/A), Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been 
appointed consultant architects in connection 
with construction of large pumping station at 
Warkworth, for Northumberland CC, Tyne- 
mouth TC and Newcastle and Gateshead Water 
Co., Ltd.—Plans by Boro’ E, D. M. O’Herlihy, 
16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields, for 
home for infirm people at Preston Park have 
been submitted to MH for consideration.— 
Sketch plans have been prepared by A. K. 
Tasker & Austin Child (F/F), 25, New Rridge- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 40 maisonettes and 
20 flats in Tyne-st. area of North Shields— 
Tynemouth and District Transport Co., Ltd, 
are to extend their Percy Main depot. 

Wallasey.—TC proposes commencing work 
this year on new housing scheme. 

Wallsend.—EC has approved proposal by 
governors of St. Columba’s RC sch. to erect 
new school in High Farm area. 

Wallsend.—A for new county tech. sch. are 
Geo. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F/A), Camden-st.. 
North Shields. 

Warrington.—TC approved erection of two 
blocks of flats at Napier-st.—North Cheshire 
Motors, Ltd., propose erection of new factory 
for production of commercial vehicles off Man- 
chester-rd., Woolston. 
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rrington.—Firth & Co., Ltd., propose 
ee to their works at Parr-st. Inquiry 


‘i7—-Lancashire United Transport, Ltd., pro- 
- onan of new bus garage at M.ll-la. 
Wednesbury.—1TC to negotiate with Home- 
yille Builders, Ltd., for 20 houses at Cook-st./ 
Park-la. site. Approved plans for extensions 
to factory at Holyhead-rd. industrial estate, 
for Clement Spring Co., Ltd. 7 
West Hartlepool.—TC has given planning 
rmission for large steelworks extens on 
scheme by South Durham Steel and Iron Co., 


adeno —TC approved plans for new 
factory at North Shore for Smith Bros., Ltd. 
Whitehaven.—Cumberland EC to spend 
£10,000 on another instalment. of its scheme 
for construction of new premises for White- 
haven St. James’s infants’ sch. County A: 
J, H. Haughan (F), Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

’ Wigan.—IC approved plans for new club on 
site bounded by Wellington-st., Stuart-st. and 
Bradshawgate, for St. Patrick’s Men’s Club. 
Wirksworth.—Magnesium Elektron, — Ltd., 
propose opening up of quarry and erection of 
new buildings and processing plant at Bone 
Mill Quarry at Hopton. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

: ments. 

Blyth.—Construction of large fabricating shed 
for Blyth Dry Docks & Shipbu:lding Co., Ltd. 
Consltg. engrs.: L. G. Mouchel & Pinrs., 9, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. General con- 
tractors, *J. G. Thompson & Sons, Fowler-st., 
South Shields. Steelwork, *James Austin & 
Sons, Dewsbury. 

Brierley Hill—46 houses, Orchard-st. site, 
for UDC. A & Housing Director: J. R. Moore 
(A), Civic-bldgs. QS: 1. Pemberton, Waterloo- 
rd, Wolverhampton. *Percy Cox (Builders), 
Lid, Quarry Bank, Brierley Hill. £59,892 (sub- 
ject to approval of MH&LG). 

Cheltenham.—31 houses and 26 flats at 
Dowty-rd., Arle and Hesters Way estate, for 
BC. Boro’ : & . Marsland, MBE, 
AMInstCE, MIMunE. *F. & B. B. Griffiths, 
Ltd. £84,615. 

Coventry.—Roads, sewers, garage approaches 
and garage bases for 650 dwellings and 333 
garages comprising stage I of Willenhall Wood 
scheme. City E: G. Berry, MICE, MIMunE. 
tGeorge Wimpey & Co., Ltd., £109,351. ; 

Coventry—New printing and _ publishing 
works at corner of Corporation-st. and Fretton- 
st, for Coventry Newspapers, Ltd. *Higgs & 
Hill, Ltd., London. 

Darlington.—370 houses, 
for CBC. Boro’ A: E. A. Tornbohm (A), 
AMTPI. {F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue- 
bridge-la., York. 

Dawley, Salop.—27 houses and flats at Port- 
ley, for UDC. *Lewis Bros., Ltd., Wednes- 
field. £41,636. 

Edmonton.—Reconstruction of _ existing 
premises for H. S. Linwood & Son, Ltd. A: 
Ronald Ward & Ptnrs. (F/A). *A. J. Wait & 
Co., Ltd., New Malden. 

Fleetwood.—New science 
School, for Governors. 
Ltd, Elm-st., Fleetwood. 

Gatwick Airport.—Terminal building for M 
of Transport and Civil Aviation. A: F. R. S. 
Yorke (F), of Yorke, Rosenberg & Mardall 
(F/F/F), 2, Hyde Park-pl., W2._Constg. engrs. : 
Frederick S. Snow & Ptnrs. *Turriff Construc- 
tion Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 
£939,286 

Hendon.—12 flats at Broadhurst-ave. for BC. 
Boro’ E&S: J. L. Pelham, MBE, AMInstCE. 
:Circle Construction Co., Ltd., £26,762. 

Kidderminster.—New sec. mod. sch. at Sion- 
hill, for Worcs CC. *A. H. Guest, Ltd., Stour- 
bridge. £156,275. 

{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of con- 
acts over £1,000 in value :—N. /reland: Laying 
steel pipes, etc., J. Kennedy & Co., Society-st., 
Coleraine. Hants: Erection of steel-framed 
building, Croggon & Co., Ltd., Poyle Steel 
Works, Colnbrook, nr. Slough, Bucks. Fife: 
Insulation linings to walls, Wm. Gibson & Co. 
(Builders), Ltd., St. James-st., Paisley. Lun- 
bartonshire : Building work, A. & J. Main, Ltd., 
Clydesdale Iron Works, Possilpark, Glasgow. 

ants: Building work, Goodall, Barnard & 
Clayton, Ltd., 56, Queens-rd., Basingstoke, 


Skerne Park site, 


block at Rossall 
*Brown & Jackson, 


Hants. Monmouthshire: Renewal of filtering 
media, Turriff Construction Corpn., Ltd., Bud- 
brooke-rd., Warwick. Cornwall: Internal decora- 
tions, J. Jenkins, 66, Meneage-rd., Helston, Corn- 
wall, Kent: Road repairs, W. H. Bensted & 
Son (Contrs.), Ltd., Coombe Quarries, Maid- 
stone, Kent. 

qLondon (Air Ministry)—New works con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 


February 1:—Civil engineering: Harpur Hill, 
Derbyshire, Kirkland (Derby), Ltd., Oakes 
Yard, St. Peter’s-st., Derby. Re-surfacing: 
Orfordness, Suffolk, W. Ames, Lid., 43a, 


Market-place, Great Yarmouth. Building work: 
Fauld, Staffs, G. Shipman & Son, Ltd., New- 
lands-drive, Riddings, Derby. Heating and 
ventilating: Wethersfield, Essex, Richard Whit- 
tington & Co., Ltd., 183-185, Union-st., SEI; 
S. Wales & Gloucestershire, Joseph Nadin, Ltd., 
129-131, Duddeston Mill-rd., Nechells, Birming- 
ham, 7. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Eastern Region:—Cleveland Bridge and 
Engineering Co., Ltd., PO Box No. 27, Darling- 
ton, renewal of flooring to underline bridge 
No. 332 at 156m. 444c. between Doncaster and 
Arksey.—London Graving Dock Co., Ltd., 
West India Graving Dock, Prestons-rd., E14, 
annual survey, dry-docking and overhaul to ss 
* Mimie.’-—Arundel (Contrs.), Ltd., 70, Harris- 
st., Bradford, cleaning and painting at Sheffield 
(Wicker) goods depot.—Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., 
Atlas Works, Putney, SW15, drainage work in 
connection with girders supporting back wall of 
hotel (platforms 9 and 10) at _Liverpool-st. 
station.—Wellerman Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Shef- 
field 3, reconstruction of superstructure of 
Ipswich-rd. overbridge No. 1002 and raising of 
road approaches between Colchester North and 
Hythe stations.—Yeomans & Ptnrs., Ltd., 42-44, 
Upper Berkeley-st., W1, modernisation of wait- 
ing-rooms at Liverpool-st. station.—R. Ridd & 
Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 153, Billet-la., Hornchurch, 
Essex, cleaning and painting of station build- 
ings, goods yards, goods sheds, signals, signal 
boxes, point rodding, etc. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed 
by Southern Region:—Slade Green carriage 
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shed: Resurfacing, Metropolitan Construction 
Co., Lid., EC4. Deptford wharf: Reconstruc- 
tion of dolphin, Mears Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., 
SE26. Newhaven harbour: Reconstruction of 
ra.lway quay, Mears Bros. (Contrs.), Ltd., 
SE26. West Croydon station: New platform 
roofing, waiting-room and station renovations, 
L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., SW9. W:mbiedon 
Park inspect:on shed and workshop: Renova- 
tions, Deeds (Builders), Ltd., Houns.ow, Middx. 
Romsey bridge: Reconstruction, Mears Bros. 
(Contrs.), Ltd., SE26. Groombridge: New 
signal box, G. Bainbridge & Son, Ltd., East- 
bourne. Ashford, Kent, motive power depot 
and chief civil engineer’s depot: New accom- 
modation—foundations and drainage works, R. 
Corben & Son, Ltd., Maidstone, Kent. East- 
leigh, Fratton and Southampton Central: New 
inspection shed, berthing facilities and staff 
accommodat:on, Taylor Woodrow Construction, 
Ltd., Southall, Middlx. Cannon-st. station: 
Works of alterations and extension of plat- 
forms, John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., SWI 
London CC.—Construction of West Hamp- 
stead branch sewer and Alexandra-rd. relief 
sewer, Kilburn :— 
A. Waddington & Son, Ltd., Willes- 


den a Pe aa a Pe 8) 9 7 
Edmund Nuttall, Sons & Co. (Lon- ‘ 


don), Ltd., Westminster .. -- 310,686 
John Mowlem & Co., Ltd., Westmin- , 

OES x aa a ye -- 289,468 
Mitchell Brothers, Sons, & Co., Ltd., 

Westminster .. 288,409 


Kinnear, Moodie & Co., Ltd., Lewis- 
ham .. a ad ‘<a -- 284,973 
*W. & C. French, Ltd., Buckhurst 
Hill, Essex .. 


a 
The Demolition & Construction Co., ae 
Ltd., Westminster .. a os 258,208 
Howard Farrow, Ltd., Golders 

Green, Middlesex .. aa --,_ 206,327 
Chief engineer’s comparable estimate is 


£221,946. The lowest and second lowest tenders 
withdrawn. 

{London (Metropolitan Police).—Erection of 
one house, Imber Court, Ember-la., R. E. Styles 
(Ditton), Ltd., £2,548.—Redecorations, internal, 
Swan-la., Whetstone, F. James & Sons (Whet- 
stone}, Ltd., £565. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed for week 
ending January 26:—Cheshire: Post Office 
Engineers Depot, Black Diamond-st., Chester, 
adaptations to form sorting office, R. Williams 
& Sons, 35, Oulton-pl., Chester. Co. Durham: 
Claypath-la., South Shields, erection of Post 

fice automatic telephone exchange, R. W. 


Bell & Co. (Builders), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Gloucestershire: 
Post Office, High-st., | Westbury-on-Trym, 


Bristol, extension to sorting office, Stone & Co. 
(Bristol), Ltd., 140, Redland-rd., Bristol, 6. 
Inverness-shire: Post Office—Telephone Ex- 
change, Friar’s-la., and Chapel-st., alterations 
and additions, J. Campbell & Son (Building 
Contractors, Ltd.), 39, Tomnahurich-st., Inver- 
ness. Kent: Ministry of Labour, 88 Sandgate- 
rd., Folkestone, alterations and adaptations, O. 
Marx & Son, Ltd., 153, Sandgate-rd., Folke- 
stone. London: Electra-hse., WC2, alterations 
to form new buffet, F. R. Freeman, Ltd., 13-14, 
Chapel-st., SW1. Lancashire: Littleborough, 
nr. Rochdale, erection of telephone exchange, 
J. Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fairclough- 
st., Bolton; Customs and Excise, North 2, 
Canada Dock, Liverpool, extension, Tallis 
Bros., 182, South-st., Liverpool, 8; Head Post 
Office, Fenton-st., Lancaster, extension to sort- 
ing office, Barrow Bros. (Lancaster), Ltd., 
Lancaster. Middlesex: Pinner, erection of 
Field End telephone exchange, G. Moss & Sons, 


Ltd., Cranleigh Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., 
Sauthall. Worcestershire: Ministry of Supply 
Depot, Summerfield, Kidderminster, internal 


and external painting, A. Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 
Navigation-st., Wolverhampton. Yorkshire: 
Doncaster, erection of postal garage and work- 
shop, T. Jenkinson & Sons (Doncaster), Ltd., 
Bentley-rd., Doncaster; Oughtibridge, Station- 
la., nr. Sheffield, erection of automatic telephone 
exchange, W. Malthouse, Ltd., Cliffe Field 
Works, Derbyshire-la., Sheffield, 8 

(London (War Dept.),—Works contracts 
placed for week ended January 25:—Anglesey: 
Fencing, Ball & Robinson, Stoke-on-Trent. Co. 
Down: Roof lining, R. D. Pollock & Co., Ltd., 
Bangor. Essex: Steel-framed building, A. D. 
Jackson & Son (Contrs.), Ltd., Southend. Hamp- 
shire: Building, Ricketts Bros., Farnham; roof- 
ing, James Geo. Tuxford, London. Sussex: 
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_ lectrical in- Solihull.—Erection of Tudor Grange gra 
Building, Rice & Son, Ltd., Brighton. Wéilt- (Contrs.), Ltd., Wolverhampton, ¢ : . g¢ grammar 
D¢ stallation, Clough Smith & Co., Ltd., Crawley; sch. for girls. *W. H. Jones & Son, Lid., 
shire: Painting and decorating, ee ee painting and coin. Cs, Hayes & Sons brook-la., Coventry. £174,000 Hol- 
(Painting), Ltd., Bristol ; building, Thos. King & South Shields—New Whi i county jun, 
Sons (Builders), Lid., Andover. mixed sch., for EC. A: J. Smeds (A), Camden. 
Manchester.—Alterations and extensions at st., South Shields. QS: J. S. Glover, 13, Win. 
Rusholme-rd., for Amalgamated Engineering chester-st., South Shields. *D, Glen, Ltd, 
Union. *Smith & Thompson, Ltd., 244-6, Albert-rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne. £60,082, 
Upper Brook-st., Manchester. —Adaptations and South Shields.—New church, church hall and 
alterations to male mental “C” block at vicarage at West Harton. A: Cordingley & 
Springfield Hospital, for Reg. Hosp. Bd. *Wm. Melntyre (F/F), Owengate, Durham, *R. E. 
Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Ellesmere-st., Bolton. Coleman, Ltd., Western Hill, Durham. 
£24,192. at South Shields.—94 houses at Wh: teleas estate, 
Morecambe.—Dual-purpose church building for TC. Boro’ E: John Reid. *Direct labour 
at High Heysham, for Rev. T. R. Jenkinson. £127,750. 
UNITE FOR STRENGTH *A. Robinson & Sons, Westfield Works, West Stockport.—11 houses at Alvaniey- -cres,, for 
End-rd., Morecambe. ~~ TC. *J. Foulkes & Sons, Ltd., ‘Wicken-st, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions to Denton Offerton. £22,151.—11 ‘No Fines’ houses at 
Burn Methodist church. A: Morton A. Mac- WHarrogate-rd. *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
kenzie (L), 1, Eldon-sq., Newcastle. *Purdie [ondon. £16,894. 
Lumsden & Co., Ltd., Oxford-st., Newcastle- Sunderland.—Fitst stage of scheme for recon- 


on-Tyne. £10,000. structing fitting-out quay, for J. L. Thompson 
D F RAT] 0 fy Newcastle-on-Tyne.—New West End tech. & Sons, shipbuilders, Manor Quay. Conall 
boys’ sch., for EC. A: L. J. Couves & Pinrs. eng: W. H. S. Tripp, 210, Westgate-rd., New- 


(F/F), Carliol-hse., Newcastle. QS: R. H.  castle-on-Tyne. *J. G. Thompson & Sons 


Duns, ee oe ——— (Contrs.), Ltd., Fowler-st., South Shields, 
Structural consultants: L. G. Mouche tnrs., ma 
Ellison-p!., Newcastle, and heating and lighting oe oe eg TN Tonle Ce 


consultants: R. W. Gregory & Ptnrs., Pilgrim- Bloxwich. £16,289. 


hse., Newcastle. *R. Bowey & Son, 34, Great Welw ; : : : 

~ : y , elwyn Garden City.—New extensions to 
North-rd., Newcastle, £267,000. factory of Nabisco Foods, Ltd. A: Chas. W. 
__Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of Grand Fox (F), 22, Parkway, Welwyn Garden City, 


Cinema into confectionery works. *A. Reynolds. rae 
“pieadienos eee ? ’ Herts. Constg. engr.: Thomas Bedford, MICE, 
oP -sceictapenscebeie Magia QS: Mahon & Scears, F/FRICS.  *Welwyn 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY scastave for CC. “County A NAN. Harns (Fy, hulders Lia. 


W. Ambery, Ltd., Geddington, Northants, 


REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION |} 25278 sois0- Ncw vou, sen os chertons 


for CC. © AtG: aR ae F), Park er z 
IN THE KINGDOM End-st, Offices, Oxford. OS: H. J. Ridge & quicker drying out 
Ptnrs. *C. Pether & Sons, Ltd., Burford, 


£95,782.—New mod. sch. at Woodcote. County so earlier 
A. QS: H. Cooper & Sons. *Walden & Son 


ENROL NOW a ee ee Plastering with 


Peterlee——New Methodist church to seat 350 


SUBSCRIPTION £6.6.0 p.a. |] people. A: J.C. Prestwich & Sons (F/A), ‘*BROAD-ACHESON WALLS” 


Bradshaw Gate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. *R. Hud- 

Service to members includes aoe =< Sons, St. Mark’s-cres., Sunderland. BROAD &- CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 

free monthly issues of the sel ie 
Portsmouth.—94 houses, Parkhouse Farm, 

FEDERATION JOURNAL Leigh Park, for City C. City A: Frank Mellor 

London Region—37 Areas (F), 1, Western-parade. $Howe & Bishop, Ltd., 


Crown-bldgs., Clarendon-st., Portsmouth. 
And over 100 Provincial Branches [J £116,800. 


Salford.—Provision of bathrooms, etc.. at 


1 ° . 
houses at Dean-rd., Evans-st. and Springfield- 
THE FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS 1H jy "for “EC. *Direct labour £16,502. THE ESSEX 
26 GT. ORMOND STREET. HOLBORN, W.C.1 . 

Tel.: CHAncery 7583 —— == 


ie ie mtu ewoes "1 WOOD BLOCK STEEL SCAFFOLDING C2 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 9a HIGH BEECH ROAD 


wha LOUGHTON - ESSEX "ux" 
KINDLY CUT ALONG DOTTED. LINES Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 




































































GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 











BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 




















W.&M.NEGUS L'2 


Station saa PL a 
f Be. Registered Office: Works : 
KING JAMES STREET, se7 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
. E.C.1 KENT 
a . Me MONarch 7597 -8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 
1scom. 























